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Eclipse a
Way to
Appreciate
Creation
By Dennis Sadowski
Catholic News Service
A total solar eclipse is a rare event,
something to appreciate and enjoy in the
mind of Jesuit Brother Guy Consolmagno, director of the Vatican Observatory.
So as the first eclipse crossed the
country from coast to coast in 99 years
Aug. 21, Brother Consolmagno wasn’t
going to do anything but take it in and
think about the beauty and mystery of
God’s creation.
The astronomer urged an audience in
a packed Sts. Peter and Paul Church in
Hopkinsville during a pre-eclipse program in this southwestern Kentucky
town near the point of maximum eclipse
to take the time to reflect on what the
two minutes and 40 seconds of totality
means to them.
More ECLIPSE, page 7
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Fifth-graders Natalia Herchelroath, Kara Shumaker, Kieran Finegan, and Helena Fry react as they view the solar eclipse
at Good Shepherd School in Camp Hill Aug. 21. A number of schools across the diocese used the event as an educational
experience. See page 6.

Father Kenneth Lawrence Catholic Groups Mobilizing in
Had ‘Shepherd’s Heart,’ Hurricane Harvey’s Aftermath
‘Pastoral Spirit’
and who put his vocation before his
own needs, several of his brother
priests said in the days after his
Father Kenneth Lawrence, a
death.
priest of the Diocese of Harrisburg
Pastor emeritus of Holy Trinity
for 57 years, was a quiet leader who Parish in Columbia, Father
was always available to people,
Lawrence died in his bed there on
the morning of Aug. 24. He was 82.
The funeral Mass was celebrated
Aug. 29 at Holy Trinity Church.
Burial was in St. Vincent de Paul
Cemetery, Hanover.
Msgr. Robert Lawrence spoke of
his brother – older by six years – as
having “a shepherd’s heart and a
pastoral spirit.”
“His shepherd’s heart is that
whole sense of being concerned
about the parishioners and their
welfare. And his pastoral spirit
was of being a pastor and loving
the people he served,” said Msgr.
Lawrence, pastor of St. Columba
Parish in Bloomsburg.
“He was a quiet leader. He never
Father Kenneth Lawrence
wanted any
fanfare, but just
to be the pastor
and shepherd of
his people, being
there for every
aspect of their
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

More FATHER
LAWRENCE, page 10
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A Texas National Guard soldier carries a woman on his back Aug. 27 during
rescue operations in flooded areas around Houston, Texas.

By Rhina Guidos
Catholic News Service
Catholic dioceses and charities are
quickly organizing to help in the aftermath of a Category 4 hurricane
that made landfall with heavy rains
and winds of 130 miles per hour late
Aug. 25 into the Rockport, Texas area,
northeast of Corpus Christi. The National Weather Service said in a tweet
Aug. 27 that the rainfall expected after
the hurricane and storm are over “are
beyond anything experienced before.”
Hurricane Harvey is said to be the
strongest one to hit the United States

in more than a decade and perhaps
the strongest one to make landfall in
Texas.
Catholic Charities USA, as well
as the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
Disaster Services, announced early
on Aug. 26 that they’re mobilizing to
help an as-yet-unknown number of
persons affected by the hurricane. The
Texas Catholic Conference of Bishops
has a list of charities helping with the
disaster listed on its website at https://
txcatholic.org/harvey.
Authorities reported at least five
More HURRICANE, page 12
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Love of Neighbor is Focus on First Day
at Holy Name of Jesus School

oly Name of Jesus School in
Harrisburg opened its doors
for the new academic year on
Aug. 28, welcoming an enrollment of
396 students – 37 more students than
the previous school year.
Sister Rita Smith, SSJ, school principal, said she attributes this enrollment
increase to the high standards of education there.
Teachers enthusiastically welcomed
the students to an educational environment, “Where learning and love go

hand in hand.” The students were also
introduced to the theme for the year,
“Love your neighbor as yourself” in the
Student News produced by the students
for the students.
The school’s Student Council representatives have already shared planned
activities and events as well as ways to
incorporate the theme into their daily
lives.
For more information on Catholic
education in the Diocese of Harrisburg,
visit www.gocatholicschools.org.
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The steeple of the old Holy Name of Jesus Church is reflected as Noah Jackson
steps off the bus.
Joining in the efforts of his fellow school mates, Andrew Zeglen brings donations
of supplies on the first day of school.

Bodee Flannery, left, and Mario Dispirito, foreground, get to work on a back-toschool word search.

St. Joseph Sister Rita Smith, principal, greets students as they enter the school,
as Father Edward J. Quinlan, pastor, waits for others to arrive.

Robbie Newcomer and Samantha Bartlett smile as St. Joseph Sister Rita Smith,
principal, welcomes them off the bus.

Father Edward J. Quinlan, pastor of Holy Name of Jesus Parish, greets David
Avila, Ashley Avila, Jaelyn Rossy and Mrs. Avila at the doors to the school.
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“A little mercy makes the world less cold and more just.”
~ Pope Francis, Angelus, March 17, 2013
In his 2016 Urbi et Orbi address, to the city and the world, Pope Francis reminded us,
“The Lord…enables us to see with his eyes of love and compassion those who hunger
and thirst, strangers and prisoners, the marginalized and the outcast, the victims of
oppression and violence.”
By opening our eyes to the suffering and injustice in the world, we can open our
hearts to the call of Pope Francis that “efforts be made everywhere to promote the
culture of encounter, justice and reciprocal respect, which alone can guarantee the
spiritual and material welfare of all people.”
We can join Pope Francis and be a witness of charity by supporting the Peter’s Pence
Collection, which will be taken up in parishes in the Diocese of Harrisburg during
Masses on the weekend of Sept. 10.
The Peter’s Pence Collection unites us in solidarity to the Holy See and its works of
charity to those in need. Your generosity allows the pope to respond to our suffering
brothers and sisters.
The purpose of the Peter’s Pence Collection is to provide the holy father with the
financial means to respond to those who are suffering as a result of war, oppression,
natural disaster, and disease.
(To learn more about the collection and how you can help, visit www.peterspence.va,
and take part in the collection during Masses on the weekend of Sept. 10.)

Vatican and Diocesan Surveys
for Youth Close September 15
The Vatican and the Diocese of Harrisburg are
surveying youth and young adults about their engagement with the faith, ahead of a Synod next
fall.
In focusing on young people, faith and vocational discernment at the Synod, the Church will
examine how she can lead young people to recognize and accept the call to the fullness of life
and love, and to ask young people to help her in
identifying the most effective ways of announcing
the Good News.
The surveys can be found at www.hbgdiocese.
org/synod2018, and will remain open until
September 15.

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

September 5 – Celebrate Opening
Mass at St. Teresa of Calcutta
School, Annunciation BVM Church,
McSherrystown, 10 a.m.; Closing of
40 Hours Eucharistic Devotions, Mary
Mother of the Church, Mount Joy, 7 p.m.
September 6 – Opening Address to
Catholic Schools via webinar, 10 a.m.
September 11 – Celebrate Blue Mass
and Stewardship Visit, Lancaster Catholic
High School, 9:30 a.m.
September 12 – Closing of 40 Hours
Eucharistic Devotions, Divine Redeemer
Church, Mount Carmel, 7 p.m.
September 13 – Celebrate Opening
School Mass and Stewardship Visit,
Trinity High School, Camp Hill, 10 a.m.
September 14 – Celebrate 60th
Anniversary Mass for Our Mother of
Perpetual Help School, Ephrata, 9 a.m.;
Vespers and Dinner for the Equestrian
Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem,
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 5:30
p.m.
September 16 – Celebrate Mass
for Trinity High School Volleyball
Tournament, Camp Hill, 10 a.m.;
Celebrate Mass and Bless Renovated
Church, St. Catherine Labouré Church,
Harrisburg, 4:30 p.m.
September 17 – Celebrate White Mass
for Catholic healthcare professionals, St.
Patrick Cathedral, 9:30 a.m.

Copyright © 2016, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, DC.
All rights reserved. Photo: © CNS/Paul Haring.

Mass of Consecration to
Our Lady of Fatima
Concelebrated by the
Bishops of Pennsylvania
Wednesday, September 27 at Noon
St. Patrick Cathedral,
212 State Street, Harrisburg
On this day, the Bishops of Pennsylvania will gather
to celebrate the Holy Eucharist, during which Most
Reverend Charles J. Chaput, OFM Cap., Metropolitan
Archbishop of Philadelphia, will consecrate the
province to Our Lady of Fatima in this 100th
anniversary year of her apparitions.
All are invited to attend this Mass, which is an
opportunity of grace for the Church in Pennsylvania.

Fishers of Men Dinner
To benefit the Seminarians of the
Roman Catholic Diocese of Harrisburg

Friday, October 6, 2017, 6:00 p.m.
at the Cardinal Keeler Center
4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg
Cost is $150 per plate
$800 per table of six or $1,000 per table of eight.
Sponsored by the Office of Vocations

(717) 657-4804 ext. 282

Visit our website at www.hbgdiocese.org/fishersofmen
for more information or to register.
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Lead Me Not
into Temptation
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness
Recently, while I was traveling, I visited a restaurant
where everything was made from
scratch. At the entrance to the dining
Thoughts
room was a display of a plethora of
from a Catholic
cakes, pies and other sweet treats from
Evangelist
the Italian and Greek heritage. I could
Sister Geralyn
Schmidt, SCC
not help but salivate as I walked past
the cases. I kept on saying to myself,
“Lead me not into temptation!”
We enjoyed our meal and then came another moment of
truth when the waitress asked if we wanted dessert. Once again, this time audibly, I declared with a smile, “Lead me not into temptation!” The Sisters with
whom I dined ordered dessert. I watched, smiled, and sipped on my coffee as
they finished what they both declared, amidst giggles, was “sinfully delicious!”
As I sipped and they stated their satisfaction about dessert, again I prayed,
“Lead me not into temptation.”
I was reminded of this as I share my reflection on the phrase “lead us not
into temptation” found in the Lord’s Prayer.
I always thought it odd that we would pray that God would not to lead
us into temptation. The Catechism of the Catholic Church makes it perfectly
clear (2846) that God would never lead any of his children to temptation. This
is not what this phrase means. “It is difficult to translate the Greek verb used
by a single English word: the Greek means both ‘do not allow us to enter into
temptation’ and ‘do not let us yield into temptation.’ … [In this phrase] we ask
him not to allow us to take the way that leads to sin. We are engaged in the battle
‘between flesh and spirit. …’”
We do not engage in this battle without “heavenly” armor. We have four
“weapons” to assist us to walk away from temptation. They are: discernment,
firmness, vigilance and perseverance.
Discernment – The teacher of discernment is the Holy Spirit. In the midst
of temptation, the Holy Spirit gives us the wisdom to understand the difference
between trials that are a part of living life and are necessary for our growth as
well as true temptation that leads us to sin, separation from God and death. At
the same time, through the aid of the Holy Spirit, we must determine between
the act of being tempted as well as consenting to the temptation. There should
be a constant dialogue between our heart and the promptings of the Holy Spirit.
They are like tiny whispers between the center of our heart and the Holy Spirit.
Even if one is not aware that this is occurring, they exist!
Firmness – The Catechism calls this a “decision of the heart” (2848). If we
would truly open our heart to the working of the Holy Spirit, the Father gives us
strength to dismiss the temptation as it truly is – a lie that the Evil One deceives
us to think is good. How does one tap into the strength so we can see the lie
for what it is? Prayer! We are all called to pray every single day. It is through
prayer that we deepen our relationship with God, who in turn pours grace into
our hearts to successfully wrestle against our temptations.
Vigilance – Temptation is not unique to us mere mortals. Remember, Christ
was tempted while he was in the desert. According to Luke’s account of this
event, (Lk. 4:13) after the three temptations were complete, the devil left him to
“await another opportunity.” In reality, by praying this petition, Christ unites us
to his battle, his agony, and, more importantly, his victory. He calls us to “vigilance of the heart.” This means a heart that is truly given to God. Jesus prayed
for us to the Father, “Keep them in your name.” By having the name of Jesus on
our hearts, on our lips and in our ears, temptations have no strength to harm us.
Perseverance – By praying this petition, we recognize that temptation is a
part of the human condition until we die. We persevere by hoping and trusting
that God’s mercy and love is greater than any temptation and sin that we face
or commit. The Sacrament of Reconciliation gives us the grace when we do fall
under temptation and sin to get up and try again and again.
One might think of these four “weapons” as four tasty treats sitting in a
front display case calling out, “Taste me!” Now, armed with these weapons you
too can proclaim, “Lead me not into temptation!”

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area
Network Coordinator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director
of Formation for Wives in the Diaconate Program. An educator for
30 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs
for every age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her
audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.)

13th Annual 5K Run and Walk
Saturday, Sept. 23

Grounds of the Former Harrisburg State Hospital
Benefitting the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, which keeps
together homeless families of all ages and genders in a time of crisis
Located at the St. Samuel Center in Harrisburg, this program provides help
and creates hope for families facing homelessness. Since it opened in 1992, the
shelter has assisted more than 13,000 clients. Last year, the shelter served 440
people from 123 families.
All proceeds from the Shelter Shuffle 5K Run/Walk will directly benefit the
Interfaith Shelter. The event will be held on the campus of the former Harrisburg State Hospital, across from the Farm Show Complex in Harrisburg.
Registration begins at 8:00 a.m., and the Shelter Shuffle starts at 9:00 a.m.
Registration fee is $20 per person if received on or before Sept. 1, and $25 per
person if received after Sept. 1. Registration is free for participants who collect
$50 or more in sponsorships. Participants who register by Sept. 1 will receive a
commemorative event shirt. Shirts will be available to those who register after
Sept. 1, while supplies last.
Cash prizes for the top male and top female runners
Cash awards for new male and/or female course record
Awards presented by age category
Door prize raffle for participants
Runners and walkers of all abilities are welcome. Participate as an individual
or as a group. Pets and strollers are welcome.
For more information, or to register/donate online, visit www.cchbg.org.

The Harrisburg Diocesan Guild
of the Catholic Medical Association
invites all Catholic physicians, healthcare workers,
medical students, residents and their families to attend their

Annual White Mass
Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, D.D., J.C.L.
Bishop of Harrisburg,
Celebrant and Homilist
Sunday September 17, 2017, at 9:30 a.m.
St. Patrick Cathedral, Harrisburg
Please RSVP for reception to kneri@hbgdiocese.org
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Bishops Form New Body to Address Sin of Racism That Afflicts Nation
Catholic News Service

Saying there is an urgent need to address the sin of
racism in the country and find solutions to it, the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops has established a new Ad Hoc
Committee Against Racism and named one of the country’s
African-American Catholic bishops to chair it.
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston,
USCCB president, initiated the committee Aug. 23 “to focus on addressing the sin of racism in our society, and even
in our Church, and the urgent need to come together as a
society to find solutions.”
He appointed Bishop George V. Murry of Youngstown,
Ohio, chairman of the USCCB’s Committee on Catholic
Education, to chair the new ad hoc committee.
“Recent events have exposed the extent to which the
sin of racism continues to afflict our nation,” Cardinal DiNardo said in a statement. “The establishment of this new
ad hoc committee will be wholly dedicated to engaging the
Church and our society to work together in unity to challenge the sin of racism, to listen to persons who are suffering under this sin, and to come together in the love of Christ
to know one another as brothers and sisters.”
The naming of members to serve on the new body
will be finalized in coming days, the USCCB said in an announcement. It added that the committee’s mandate “will
be confirmed at the first meeting, expected very shortly.”
“I look forward to working with my brother bishops
as well as communities across the United States to listen to
the needs of individuals who have suffered under the sin of
racism and together find solutions to this epidemic of hate
that has plagued our nation for far too long,” Bishop Murry
said in a statement.
“Through Jesus’ example of love and mercy, we are
called to be a better people than what we have witnessed
over the past weeks and months as a nation. Through listening, prayer and meaningful collaboration, I’m hopeful
we can find lasting solutions and common ground where
racism will no longer find a place in our hearts or in our
society.”
The new ad hoc committee also will “welcome and
support” implementation of the U.S. bishops’ new pastoral
letter on racism, expected to be released in 2018. In 1979,
the bishops issued a pastoral in racism titled “Brothers and
Sisters to Us,” in which they addressed many themes, but
the overall message then as today was racism is a sin.
Creation of a new formal body that is part of the USCCB – formed on the USCCB Executive Committee’s

“unanimous recommendation” – speaks to how serious the
U.S. Catholic Church leaders take the problem of racism in
America today.
It is the first ad hoc committee the bishops have established since instituting the Ad Hoc Committee for Religious Liberty in 2011 to address growing concerns over
the erosion of freedom of religion in America. The federal
governments mandate that all employers, including religious employers provide health care coverage of artificial
contraceptives and abortifacients was one of the key issues
that prompted formation of the committee.
Chaired by Baltimore Archbishop William E. Lori, that
body was elevated to full USCCB committee status during
the bishops’ spring assembly in Indianapolis this past June.
In addition to the Executive Committee’s recommendation, the USCCB said, the decision to initiate the new Ad
Hoc Committee Against Racism also was made in consultation with members of the USCCB’s Committee on Priorities and Plans.
The formation of the ad hoc committee also follows
the conclusion of the work of the Peace in Our Communities Task Force. The task force was formed in July 2016 by
then-Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky,
who was then USCCB president. He initiated it in response
to racially related shootings in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, as
well as in Minneapolis and Dallas.
To head it he named Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory of
Atlanta, one of the nation’s African-American prelates who
was the first black Catholic bishop to be president of the
USCCB (2001-2004).
The task force’s mandate was to explore ways of promoting peace and healing around the country. Archbishop
Kurtz also wanted the bishops to look for ways they could
help the suffering communities, as well as police affected
by the incidents.
On Nov. 14, 2016, during the USCCB’s fall general
assembly, Archbishop Gregory told the bishops to issue,
sooner rather than later, a document on racism.
“A statement from the full body of bishops on racism
is increasingly important at this time,” said the archbishop
in reporting on the work of the task force.
He said the president of the bishops’ conference and
relevant committees need to “identify opportunities for a
shorter-term statement on these issues, particularly in the
context of the postelection uncertainty and disaffection.”
He also urged prayer, ecumenical and interfaith collaboration, dialogue, parish-based and diocesan conversa-

tions and training, as well as opportunities for encounter.
The bishops’ 1979 pastoral, now in its 19th printing,
declared: “Racism is a sin: a sin that divides the human
family, blots out the image of God among specific members
of that family, and violates the fundamental human dignity
of those called to be children of the same Father.”

Find resources to address the sin of racism via the
United States Bishops Conference’s Web site, http://
www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-anddignity/racism/index.cfm.

Bishop at Forefront of Initiative Says Racism Demands Church’s Attention
By Rhina Guidos
Catholic News Service
By creating a committee to deal with racism, the country’s Catholic bishops are standing up for the American
value of equality and for a Gospel that refutes the hatred
and violence the country witnessed Aug. 11 and 12 during
white supremacist demonstrations in Charlottesville, Va.,
said the bishop who will lead the effort.
“When I watched it, I was just appalled. I couldn’t believe
that that was going on in the United States and that there
was so much disregard for people,” said Bishop George V.
Murry of Youngstown, Ohio, a Jesuit and the chair of the
newly formed Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism, during
an Aug. 23 interview with Catholic News Service. “I was
happy that the bishops responded so quickly, and that many
people across our country responded so quickly to say:
‘This is not who we are. This is not America.’”
When something such as Charlottesville occurs, a response is needed, said Bishop Murry. He made the comments shortly after a news conference announcing the formation of the ad hoc group, which is moving quickly to put
together a national summit of religious leaders and others
to participate in the effort.
“Unfortunately, it’s not only Charlottesville,” said Bishop Murry. “There have been other instances of discrimination and lack of caring, of outright hate for people who
are African-American or other people of color, immigrants,
newcomers. What the bishops are saying is we need to look
at this in a concerted organized way because this is having
a negative effect on the life of our country.”
By forming the committee, the bishops have placed racism as a priority they must address and quickly. The last
two U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ ad hoc committees dealt with religious liberty and marriage, established in
2011 and 2008, respectively.
Bishop Murry said that with this particular effort, the
bishops are saying: “Whether you’re Catholic, Muslim,
or Jewish, or Protestant, we are Americans and we have
American values and one of those values is equality. And
when people are denied their opportunity to be equal and
are not treated as equal, we need to speak out and stand
together as Americans and call for American values, one of
the most important being equality.”
During the news conference, Bishop Murry said the
Church in the U.S. will get the message out through its net-
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Bishop George V. Murry of Youngstown, Ohio, responds to a question from a Catholic News Service
reporter Aug. 23 outside the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops headquarters in Washington. Bishop
Murry was responding to questions after being named
chair of the U.S. bishops’ new Ad Hoc Committee on
Racism.
work of parishes, schools, Catholic charities and all Catholic organizations “that this is an urgent issue that demands
our attention and it is a very serious issue because of the
fact that racism is contrary to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
When a reporter from the EWTN network asked during
the news conference about Confederate statues being taken
down, the reason that the rally and subsequent violence

started in Charlottesville, he said: “I am much more interested in the underlying issues. ... What I want to focus on
is our responsibility as men and women of faith to respect
each other.”
That’s what the Gospel calls Christians to do: to love and
respect one another, he said.
“We’re here today because of our confidence that Christ
wishes to break down these walls created by the evils of
racism, be they on display for the world to see or buried
deep within the recesses of our hearts,” he said during the
news conference. “For too long the sin of racism has lived
and thrived in our communities and even in some of our
churches.”
As a pastor, he has met many who have experienced racism and prejudice, he said, and as an African-American,
he, too, walks that path. He recalled an instance when he
was a seminarian and someone thought he was the gardener
because he is black.
“He didn’t think that an African-American could be a
seminarian, so he just assumed that I was a gardener. And
there have been others instances that have happened over
the years,” he told CNS.
Faith helps during those moments. The experiences have
helped him comfort others, he said.
“There is no way that a person can be disregarded and
disrespected and not feel it,” he said. “You do feel it. It has
a deep ... it’s a deep wound but it is faith in Jesus Christ that
helps us overcome that.”
Faith helps people forgive, he said, or at least deal with
the situation better.
“I and others have had experiences where you can’t talk
it out with someone and you simply have to realize that
Jesus died in expiation for our sins,” he said. “All of us are
sinners and God is willing to forgive us. We need to forgive
each other.”
The work of the committee will address some of those
issues, he said, adding that he is aware that it’s not a quick
fix, nor will it end racism. But the Catholic Church has spoken against racism for a long time and will continue to be
part of efforts to eradicate it, he said.
“I do not have any sort of unrealistic expectations that
America is going to become dramatically different in two
weeks, but I think that it is the role of the Church to be a
moral voice and that’s what the Church is doing right now,”
he said to CNS. “It is speaking out and saying that all men
and women are created in the image and likeness of God.”
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At Good Shepherd School, Eclipse
Offers Educational Opportunity
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
The solar eclipse offered
lessons in astronomy and
responsibility for students
at Good Shepherd School
in Camp Hill, where STEM
education is a focus.
Aug. 21 marked the first
day of school for grades 1-8
– kindergarteners started the
following day – and classrooms were equipped to
make the solar spectacular
the target of the day’s lesson
plan.
With live feeds from
NASA projecting real-time
views of the eclipse onto
the classroom whiteboards,
teachers and students looked
on as the event traveled the
width of the country, from
Oregon to South Carolina.
Students in the elementary
grades participated in handson projects to learn about the
positions of the earth, moon
and sun during an eclipse,
and when the next one will
occur. Those in middle
school experienced the phenomenon first-hand, stepping outside with NASAapproved eclipse glasses to
take a glimpse of its beauty.
“It was amazing!” Jessica Miller exclaimed as she
handed one of several pairs
of glasses to share with a
classmate.
“I didn’t expect the sun to
be as deep orange in color, or
so small,” she observed. “I
thought the sun would have
been much brighter through
the glasses, like yellow or
white, but that shows how
the glasses give us a real
look at the “sun.”
Classmate Maddie Sprow
said she was amazed by the
live coverage of the towns
that were in totality – the
period of the eclipse during
which the light from the sun
was completely obscured by
the moon.
“I would have loved to be

Eclipse

2017
in totality to see the darkness
descend, and the diamond ring
effect in the moments after the
sun is totally eclipsed, but I’m
so happy that our school allowed us to have this experience today,” Maddie said.
Good Shepherd School was
one among a number of the
schools in the diocese to give
students the opportunity to
view the eclipse.
“We were excited to give our
students this chance, to be part
of something so significant,”
said Dr. Stephen Fry, Principal.
“We also wanted to give them
the opportunity to learn more
about what happens during an
eclipse.”
“Today was such a special
day, and to have it take place
on the first day of school really
set the tone for the year,” he
said. “STEM education continues to be a focus for us, and
the eclipse offered us a great
chance to incorporate STEM
into our first day of the year.”
Stephanie
Miller,
who
teaches middle school science
and math, purchased the set
of glasses for the students to
share, and gave them serious
instruction about the proper
way to use them in order to
safely view the eclipse. In
small groups, and guided by
teachers, the students stepped
outside for the inspirational
sight, and then shared glasses
with those still waiting for
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Cousins Alayna Lafontaine, Addison LeTersky and Shane LeTersky react as they get their first
glimpse of the solar eclipse at Good Shepherd School Aug. 21.

their turn.
“I wouldn’t want them to
have to sit in the classroom and
not get out and enjoy this,” Ms.
Miller said. “We’re teaching
them to appreciate Creation,
science and nature, and wanted
to take them beyond books and
videos for the eclipse.”
The experience also offered
a lesson in following protocol,
procedures and rules.
In preparing students to view
the eclipse, Ms. Miller told
them: “This is not a rule you
can bend. This is not a rule you
can break. This is not a rule
that we can discuss. You must
use the glasses. Do not look at
the sun without them.”
“The students were responsible in this activity, and they
were prepared to handle it,”
she said.
“They shared the glasses,
they made sure all their classmates had to opportunity to
view the eclipse, and they enjoyed it together,” Ms. Miller
said. “It turned out to be a
wonderful experience to get
them excited for the whole
school year. This is something
they’ll always remember, and
that momentum will continue.”

S

COURTESY OF
CORPUS CHRISTI
SCHOOL

Evan Howley,
an eighth grader
at Corpus
Christi School in
Chambersburg,
creates a model
of the eclipse in
class Aug. 18.

Second grader Aarush Padyala underlines facts about previous
solar eclipses as part of a classroom assignment.

With NASA’s live stream of the eclipse, second graders Katherine Detar and Dominic Caruso listen as their teacher, Kelly
Alcaro, explains what they’re seeing.

eclipse, but the viewing
everal schools in
the diocese ofevent was cancelled in
fered educational
light of the local school
activities in conjunction
district’s closure. Still,
with the eclipse
the students enjoyed a
Students at Corpus
safe viewing experience
Christi School in Chamat home.
bersburg
spent Aug.
St. Joseph School stu18 learning about solar
dents in Mechanicsburg
eclipses and worked on art
had an unforgettable first
projects to help them unday of school as they met
derstand the event. Youngtheir teachers, reunited
er students participated in
with friends, and viewed
activities with UV beads
to see the effects of ultrathe solar eclipse. Stuviolet rays, and whether
dents gathered outside
solar viewing glasses, regin the afternoon, wearing
ular sunglasses, sunscreen
their solar eclipse glasses
and other items would
provided by the school,
protect the beads from the
COURTESY OF ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL to view the first eclipse
rays. Other students par- Katie Maney, a fourth grader at St.
of their lifetime.
ticipated in activities re- Joseph School in Mechanicsburg,
The next great eclipse
garding the sun’s corona, joins classmates in viewing the solar
across
North America is
and constructed a solar eclipse on their first day of the school
set
to
take
place on April
iced tea station and solar year.
8,
2024,
covering
such
ovens to make s’mores.
locations
as
Dallas,
Indianapolis,
Cleveland,
Corpus Christi students were equipped with
viewing glasses in anticipation of the Aug. 21 Buffalo and Montreal.
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Eclipse Offers Lesson in Faith and Science
By Father Mark Weiss
Special to The Witness
I am a man of faith and science.
The first time in my life that I realized that both could work interchangeably was when I was a young
boy. There were evenings when I
would take our family dog on walks
down the street and gaze up at the
nighttime sky and marvel at the stars
that twinkled some billions upon billions of miles away. It was this appreciation of our cosmos that also helped
me to marvel at the majesty of God
and the great order of the universe He
created.
With that being said, Aug. 21 provided a unique opportunity for millions of people in America to see
either a partial or total eclipse of the
sun by the moon. The path of totality (the 70-mile-wide shadow of the
moon that touched down on Earth
from Oregon to South Carolina) created a unique spectacle to behold. As
an amateur astronomer, I was not going to miss this opportunity!
Days leading up to this great event,
I was planning to travel to Columbia,
South Carolina, where a parish rectory was going to welcome me. However, cloud forecasts were not promising, and at the last minute I changed
my plans to travel to just outside of

Father Mark Weiss sets up his telescope to view the solar eclipse just
outside of Knoxville, Tennessee, Aug.
21.

Knoxville, Tennessee, with Father Brian Wayne, a priest friend and Vocations
Director of the Diocese of Harrisburg,
and his niece, who had family that invited us to stay with them and be part of
the eclipse party.
Solar eclipse glasses were not enough
for me. I was able to bring my six-inch
aperture 750mm reflector telescope to
view this eclipse – with a solar filter, of
course! I didn’t want to burn my eyes
out! I wanted to soak in every bit of detail of this experience.
As the moon was slowly covering up
the image of the sun, I could see some
sun spots through my telescope. Sun
spots are darker, cooler regions that
appear on the surface of the sun from
time to time. When the moon covered
about 80 percent of the sun, I could see
the brightness of day dimming. The
temperature dropped a few degrees. It
is amazing to know that the sun is 400
times larger than the moon and also
happens to be roughly 400 times farther
away in distance, which creates this optical view in the sky as if they were both
the same size.
How wonderful it is that God created our solar system in such order!
He would provide us human beings the
opportunity to witness the breathtaking
beauty of the total eclipse of the sun that
many atheists have even described as a
spiritual experience. For me, it provides
a self evident belief in God from nature
that is more in line with the thoughts of
St. Bonaventure.
When totality occurs – when the
moon completely covers the sun – you
are left with a dark spot in the sky that
has an aura of light surrounding it,
which is the sun’s corona: the luminous
plasma atmosphere of the sun which
cannot normally be seen with the naked
eye. The sky darkens to where you can
see other stars and planets. Summertime crickets start chirping as if it was
really night time. With my telescope, I
could briefly take off my solar filter and
see the eclipse in detail, and I noticed
a bright red solar prominence. A solar
prominence is a bright filament of the
sun extending thousands of miles up
from the sun’s surface into the corona

COURTESY OF FATHER MARK WEISS

The sun’s outer corona is visible during totality, as seen in this image captured
through Father Weiss’ telescope.

and looping down in an arc anchored to
the sun.
Knowing that the total eclipse was
going to last a little longer than two
minutes, I didn’t just want to see this
celestial event through my telescope,
but through my own eyes as well to take
in the experience and marvel at what
God had provided for me. I thought as a
priest that I probably could make use of
this experience for a couple of different
homilies.
The day after the eclipse, we celebrated the memorial of the Queenship
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Because
Mary is rightly called the Mother of
Jesus, we can look to the Davidic tradition of Israelite kings in which a king’s
mother is often referred to as the Queen
of Israel. Mary is our Queen of Heaven
and Earth because Jesus is the Supreme
King of the Universe.
Our Catholic faith tradition has always had a special role of Mary along
with Jesus in guiding us in our faith.
Jesus is the Son of God that has saved
humanity from the darkness of sin. The
sun that brightens our day is often recognized as essential for our life here on
Earth, and to me is likened to the importance of Jesus in our lives. Mary, by
her life and response to God, is to me
like the moon that reflects the light of
her Son. The moon has its own unique
contributions to the history of our plan-

Eclipse
Continued from A1

Tens of thousands of people had
descended on Hopkinsville, a city of
33,000 an hour northwest of Nashville, Tennessee, by late Aug. 20.
Thousands more arrived the morning
of the eclipse. Brother Consolmagno
said he was as excited as anyone to
view the blackening of the sun.
He also said that as a scientist and
a person of faith, he is guided by inquisitiveness to explore the heavens
and the desire to better understand
how God put the universe together.
There is no conflict between science
the faith, he said.
“Being a scientist can be a way of
worshipping God,” he said.
He repeated a similar message to
reporters during a news conference
before his presentation.
“We’re here not just to remind my
fellow scientists who are used to me
by now, but also to show religious
people how important is it to be able
to praise the Creator by studying creation, studying it honestly, finding out
how God really created this place.

CNS/LISA JOHNSTON, ST. LOUIS REVIEW

Poor Clare sisters view the solar eclipse through a pair of special lenses Aug. 21
at the Monastery of St. Clare in St. Louis. The order excitedly anticipated the event
for months.

There’’ never going to be a shortage of
marvels for us to discover or surprises
for us to experience,” he said.
“We can come to know the Creator by
seeing the things of his creation.”
He said that by understanding the cycle of solar eclipses – occurring about

every 18 months and 11 days – people
can see the rhythms of the universe and
the continuing nature of creation and
have an experience “that fills the soul
with joy.”
Brother Consolmagno made the trip to
Hopkinsville at the invitation of Father

et and its life, albeit different from the
sun.
Many different cultural traditions
in the history of humanity have often
depicted the sun and moon as adversaries that ruled the day and the night.
For me, the total eclipse represents
the unique harmony of the sun and
moon working together in providing
this dazzling display. I also see the
unique harmony of Jesus and Mary
providing for us a wonderful sign of
faith to guide us as Christians.
When such visual, intellectual and
visceral moments in nature are provided for us, I see them as a means to
a deeper understanding of our world
around us while growing in our relationship with God. Faith and science
do not need to be directly opposed, as
some might portray in social media,
but work together so that we may understand certain truths about our universe and The Truth that is a God who
cares for us!
May God bless you! Keep looking up and prepare for 2024 when a
total eclipse will happen again in the
United States! Make your plans now!

(Father Mark Weiss is pastor of
Holy Infant Parish in Manchester
and Chaplain of Trinity High
School in Camp Hill.)

Richard Meredith, pastor of Sts. Peter
and Paul Church. Father Meredith told
Catholic News Service he contacted
the Vatican Observatory soon after
he learned a few years ago that the
eclipse path would pass over the town.
Parishioners prepared for more than
a year, having established a committee
to welcome visitors and host Brother
Consolmagno.
“Being a parish with a parochial
school, we stress the unity of truth,”
Father Meredith said. “This [eclipse]
is a major opportunity to reflect that,
as science and faith work together
serving to manifest the Lord.
“The eclipse is a wonder and these
wonders praise the creator. This could
very well be the only planet around
the only star whose moon is at the
right distance and size to give a total
solar eclipse,” the priest said.
He introduced Brother Consolmagno with by reading from Psalm 19:
“The heavens proclaim the glory of
God; the sky proclaims its builder’s
craft.”
“This isn’t only Catholic,” he told
CNS. “This is a tradition inherited
from God’s revelation in the Old Testament.”
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Camp Kirchenwald ~
A Time of Renewal and Reunion
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Standing at the entrance to Camp
Kirchenwald, a 340-acre site with
wooded trails, a lake, a swimming pool,
athletic fields and cabins in Colebrook,
Alicia Kocher was eager to reunite with
her camp family – participants and
volunteers with whom she has formed
bonds over the past 20 years.
Miss Kocher was 13 years old when
she first volunteered at the Diocesan
Camp at Kirchenwald, a weeklong August tradition that has been welcoming
people with mild to moderate intellectual disabilities for more than 30 years.
Now, Miss Kocher, a Dauphin resident, is a familiar face there; a friend to
participants and her fellow volunteers.
“It’s like a reunion of family when
we come here,” she told The Catholic
Witness. “You get an incredible sense
of community when you’re participating with the folks who come.”
This year’s Diocesan Camp at Kirchenwald was held Aug. 13-18. But the
connections made here last throughout
the year, as participants and volunteers
stay in touch through phone calls, text
messages and social media.
“You can’t help but love the people
who show up, and many of them have
been showing up year after year,” Miss
Kocher observed. “You can’t help but
build community among the campers
and the folks who come out to experience life with them.”
The Diocesan Camp at Kirchenwald
has been an initiative of Diocese of
Harrisburg since 1986, and is a program of the Office of Ministry with
People with Disabilities This year,
some 47 volunteers staffed the camp for
43 participants – 28 men and 15 women
– ranging in age from 18 to more than
70 years old.
Approximately half of the participants at this year’s camp live at home
with their parents or in a private residence; the other half live in group
homes.
Volunteers from some 20 parishes
joined participants in a variety of activities, including nature walks, swimming, arts and crafts, games, a carnival,

A participant assists as Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrates Mass on Aug. 15, the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. The altar cloth features the handprints of camp participants.

Volunteer Bonnie Kozemchak lends a hand to Lauren Moody as she serves during the Mass.

a talent show and meals.
“Our volunteers are an incredible asset,” said Larry Kiley, Director of the
Office of Ministry with People with
Disabilities. “We can’t thank them
enough. Donations have doubled this
year, allowing us to further reimburse
the cost of camp for participants.” The
cost for the full week of camp is $575.
The Diocesan Camp at Kirchenwald
offers a time of respite for the participants’ family members and caregivers,
and it’s also a time of renewal for volunteers, Miss Kocher observed.
“I look forward to camp the way that
people look forward to Christmas and
New Year’s,” she said. “It’s my renewal
period.”
“Day-to-day life can bog you down,”
she said, “but when you’re around the
folks at camp, you see how grateful they
are for the time you spend with them.
They find happiness in walking to the
lake, setting the dinner table, or helping
to clean up after an activity. The campers show me how blessed I am.”
Volunteers this year ranged in age
from 17 to more than 70 years old; 25
men and 22 women.
While some of them shared Godgiven talents in activities such as fishJack Hubley, with a Red Tailed Hawk, talks to camp participants about raptors during his demonstration.

More CAMP, page 9
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“Day-to-day life can bog you down, but
when you’re around the folks at camp, you
see how grateful they are for the time you
spend with them. They find happiness in
walking to the lake, setting the dinner table,
or helping to clean up after an activity. The
campers show me how blessed I am.”
~ Alicia Kocher,

20-Year Volunteer

Camp
Continued from 8

ing or arts and crafts, experience is not required to serve at
the camp. All you need is an
open heart, Miss Kocher said.
“All it takes to be a volunteer
at camp is to be a caring individual,” she said. “The participants come year after year, and
they’re excited to experience
something that they can’t experience at home. How many
of them can go out their back
door and take a canoe ride, or
go fishing or hiking? To be a
volunteer, you just need to be
willing to share these kinds
of activities with people who
might need a little assistance.
You just need an interest in
spending time with people.”
“The camp participants are
happy and excited people, who
are eager to b at camp to have a
good time,” Miss Kocher said.
“They just want to be part of
a community, and that’s the
beautiful thing about the Diocesan Camp at Kirchenwald.
It’s a community of love
and care, and they feel it. It’s
a family.”
Next year, the Diocesan
Camp at Kirchenwald will take
place Aug. 12-17. Anyone age

16 and older is welcome to
volunteer for full-time or parttime duties. All volunteers are
required to complete the Diocesan Clearance process and
attend a brief training session
prior to helping at camp.
For more information on
volunteering or sponsoring a
camper, contact Larry Kiley
at 717-657-4804, ext. 322, or
lkiley@hbgdiocese.org.
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Gabi Cranga offers a gesture of comfort to camper Emily Sanders.

Want to Volunteer
Next Year?
In 2018, the Diocesan Camp at Kirchenwald will be held Aug. 12-17. Anyone age
16 and older can volunteer for full-time or
part-time duties. All volunteers are required
to complete the Diocesan Clearance process
and attend a brief training session.

Jack Hubley introduces a skunk during his “Critters Beyond Your
Front Door” presentation as part of the week’s activities.

For more information on volunteering or
how to sponsor a camper, contact Larry Kiley at 717-657-4804, ext. 322, or lkiley@
hbgdiocese.org.

Volunteers and participants at this year’s Diocesan Camp at Kirchenwald gather for a group photo to commemorate their week.
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Father Lawrence
Continued from 1

lives,” he said.

Kenneth Lawrence was born Oct. 7,
1934, one of 12 children of Earl and
Ethel Lawrence of St. Vincent de Paul
Parish in Hanover. He attend St. Vincent de Paul School, and after eighth
grade entered St. Charles Minor Seminary in Catonsville, Md. After completing studies there, he went on to St.
Mary Major Seminary in Baltimore.
“I was six years younger than Ken,
and I looked up to him, especially when
he was in the seminary,” Msgr. Lawrence said. “Then I decided that I would
like to become a priest too, so he had a
lot of influence in my decision to enter
the seminary and study for the priesthood.”
Two of their sisters also entered into
a religious vocation: Sister Mary Ann
Lawrence, M.S.C., and Sister Jane E.
Lawrence, S.S.J.
Bishop George Leech ordained Father Lawrence to the priesthood on
May 14, 1960, at St. Patrick Cathedral
in Harrisburg.
He served as assistant pastor of St.
Joseph Parish in Lancaster (19601963), Immaculate Conception of the
Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in York
(1963-1964), St. Theresa Parish in New
Cumberland (1964-1970), and St. Joseph Parish in York (1970-1973), followed by service as the administrator
of St. Andrew Parish in Waynesboro
(1973-1976) before being appointed
pastor there until 1983.
As pastor, Father Lawrence also
served at St. Francis Xavier Parish in
Gettysburg (1983-1994) and Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia from 1994 until
being named pastor emeritus there in
2015.
He also served as Dean of the North
Lancaster Deanery and as a member of
the Diocesan Finance Council and Presbyteral Council for a number of years.
Father Stephen Kelley, pastor of Holy
Trinity Parish since last June, witnessed
the love that Father Lawrence had for
the parishioners and the students at Our
Lady of the Angels School, and vice

versa.
“He was always a presence to the
people,” Father Kelley observed. “Even
when he was in pain, when he was sick,
he was always at things and always
supporting the parish. He was there as
a reminder of God’s presence. He was
supportive of the many things that the
parish did in community life, and at Our
Lady of the Angels, even when it was
uncomfortable for him because of his
health. He always made the effort to go
outside of himself to be with the people.
He had a great love for the school and
the schoolchildren, and that love was
mutual.”
When Father Kelley became pastor,
Father Lawrence turned over the ship to
the incoming priest, yet made himself
available when guidance was sought.
“He was always available to help, and
that was invaluable for me, especially
in a parish that is so respectful of its traditions,” Father Kelley said. “He could
explain why things were done in a certain way, how I might approach situations I had never encountered. He was
always available to me for assistance,
and continued to be a father figure for
me and for the parishioners. He would
consistently say, ‘You’re the pastor.
It’s your parish. I’m not going to get in
the way.’ In that way, he assisted in the
transition.”
When Father Lawrence could no longer celebrate daily Mass as his health
continued to decline, “he still made the
heroic effort to come for the celebration
of the Sunday Mass. That’s a tremendous example of carrying our crosses
with grace,” Father Kelley said.
Msgr. Lawrence noted that on certain
occasions when Father Lawrence was
unconscious in the past few weeks, he
would lie in bed and move his arms and
hands as if he was celebrating Mass.
“He would go through the motions
of raising the host and the chalice, receiving Communion, and giving Communion to the people,” he said. “To
me, that was a tremendous blessing for
him.”
Father Kyle Sahd and his brother,
Deacon Timothy Sahd, were in their
early teens when Father Lawrence was

Workshop for Parish Archivists,
Historians and Administrative Staff
Saturday, September 9 from 9 a.m.-noon
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

The Archives Department of the Diocese of Harrisburg is very
pleased once again to host this event.
Our guest speaker will be Father Lawrence McNeil, historian,
retired pastor in the Diocese of Harrisburg, and adjunct faculty
member at Mount Saint Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md.
Some of the topics he plans to cover include:
•        Recognizing the importance of the history of each parish
•        Discussing how to preserve, and use, an archives
•        Determining the historical value of items don’t always
hold monetary value, but offer the historical connection to
our faith
If you would like to attend the workshop, please complete the
registration form on the diocesan website at www.hbgdiocese.org/
archivesworkshop. The $15 registration fee includes all materials,
light refreshments, and a box lunch.
We encourage you to continue making a positive difference in
your parishes, and please do not hesitate to contact the Diocesan
Archivist, Michael Yurich, at 717-657-4804, ext. 214, if you have
any questions.
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Bishop Ronald Gainer greets Father Kenneth Lawrence at the conclusion of the
Mass of Ordination to the Diaconate at St. Patrick Cathedral in Harrisburg on May
20 of this year. One of the men ordained that day was Deacon Timothy Sahd, a
native of Holy Trinity Parish in Columbia.

appointed pastor of their home parish
of Holy Trinity in 1994, and served
as altar servers for his Mass of Installation. They established a relationship
with their pastor as they continued as
altar servers and were part of the parish
youth group, and as Father Sahd served
as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy
Communion before entering the seminary.
Now pastor of St. Mark the Evangelist Parish in Greencastle and St. Luke
the Evangelist Mission in Mercersburg,
Father Sahd said that Father Lawrence
played a role in his own discernment.
“First and foremost, he was a true
pastor, in that he went about the work
of a priest and was very diligent in seeing that people were taken care of spiritually,” he said. “Going to hospitals,
nursing homes, people who needed to
see a priest. He was always available.
He was a true priest in that he gave of
himself for the people of the parish. He
was very diligent in making sure people

received the sacraments. He never put
his interests above the life of the parish.
He had a quietness about him, and that
was his humility.
“In that, he was a beautiful example
for me in that you don’t need to be real
showy, but rather make sure that the
people receive the spiritual nourishment that they need,” he said.
“Whether he was sick, whether he
was feeling OK, his vocation came
first,” Father Sahd said. “It was all
about his love for the priesthood and
for the people. Even when he was sick,
he continued on about carrying out the
work of Christ.”
Father Lawrence was preceded in
death by his parents and two brothers.
He is survived by nine siblings and numerous nieces and nephews.
Condolences may be sent to his brother, Msgr. Robert Lawrence, St. Columba Parish, P.O. Box 829, Bloomsburg
PA 17815.

Are you called to be a Spiritual Guide?
The Diocese of Harrisburg
Formation for the Ministry of Spiritual Direction
is accepting applications from those individuals who
may be called to be a “true servant of the living
tradition of prayer.” (CCC 2690)

This three year program of formation is designed for adults experienced in
the spiritual life who are seeking to discern this call and to deepen “the
gifts of wisdom, faith, and discernment” (CCC 2690) given by the Spirit
for this ministry, as well as the necessary
For more information: qualities, presence, and interpersonal
skills.
Please contact:
Sr. Geralyn Schmidt, SCC Formation sessions will meet monthly
at the Cardinal Keeler Center,
srgschmidt@hbgdiocese.org Harrisburg, PA.
717.685.4168
Candidates should contact
Applications due by
September 25, 2017

their pastors for applications
and other pertinent materials.
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Women’s Conference Will Deliver
Mary’s Message from Fatima
By Eva Gontis
Special to The Witness
October, it’s a simply lovely month.
It’s a time when we think about changing
weather, leaves turning colors, a sigh for
the end of summer, and a crispness in the
air that renews and enlivens us. It is also
the month of Mary. She is especially honored as Our Lady of the Rosary, and October is dedicated to her under this title.
You have almost certainly heard this is
the 100th anniversary year of Our Blessed
Mother’s apparitions to the three shepherd children at Fatima. A diocesan conference for women is being held just one
day after the anniversary of the final apparition, at which occurred “The Miracle
of the Sun.”
Why did Mary come to Fatima? She
came as she always does, to point us toward the healing, merciful love of her
Son, Jesus Christ. She came to bring us
to establish devotion to her Immaculate
Heart so that she might lead us to His Sacred Heart. She came to call us to pray
for and do penance for the conversion of
sinners. She came as our mother and as
our teacher, ultimately, to point the way
to Heaven…to point the way for us, our
children, our spouses, our parents, our
brothers and sisters, and all our loved
ones.
In keeping with this landmark year, the
theme this year for the 3rd annual Diocese of Harrisburg Women’s Conference
is: “Lead All Souls to Heaven” – Mary’s
Message to Us from Fatima.” Our Lady
called us from Fatima to be people of the
Rosary, people of the Eucharist and people of sacrifice. She calls us all to a life of
holiness and penance, winning souls for
her Son.
At the first conference in 2015, 700
women attended. In 2016, more than 800
came. What have some of these women
been saying? Here are just some of the
comments that attendees had from past
conferences:
“I needed this time so much!”
“The fellowship was wonderful.”
“Adoration and Mass with my Sisters
in Christ was uplifting.”
“The speakers were great. I learned so
much.”
“It was inspiring to hear the voices of
so many women raised in song and praise
to our Lord.”
“This conference helped me.”

“Wow! I needed this so much. I can’t
wait for next year’s conference.”
“I’m going to tell my friends they have
to come to this conference.”
If you have not signed up for this year’s
Women’s Conference, here are a few reasons to come:
Great Keynote Speaker – Our Keynoter, Susan Brinkmann, is a national
speaker, author and an award-winning
journalist. She will be telling us about
her own compelling conversion story and
Our Lady of Fatima’s call to conversion,
or on-going conversion, to each of us,
our families, and the world. Some of her
books include, “We Need to Talk: God
Speaks to a Modern Girl,” “The Kinsey
Corruption,” “Lord Teach Us to Pray”
and “Is It Christian or New Age?” Susan
works closely with Johnette Benkovic
and is the staff journalist for Women of
Grace and a frequent guest on the EWTN
program “Women of Grace.” You will enjoy Susan’s message and her very natural,
approachable style and personality.
The Workshops – There are 36 total
workshops over three sessions. We have
some of your favorite speakers from the
past, plus many new speakers, and lots of
interesting offerings. What follows is a
sampling of workshop titles:
“How Women Can Help Their Children
and Grandchildren Find Their Way Back
to the Catholic Faith,” “Women Balancing Faith, Family, and Work,” “Look at
me! Narcissism and Beyond” (Sister
Sheila Galligan, IHM), “When the Answer is ‘No:’ Finding Christ in Infertility,”
“Catholic Apologetics,” “Discovering
Your Feminine Genius,” “The Importance of Trust in the Life of a Christian,”
“Marian Saints in Your Own Life,” “History & Mission of the Council of Catholic Women,” “Our Lady of Fatima’s Call
to Prayer and Penance,” “The Church is
Counter-Cultural: Gender, Homosexuality, Contraception, & Sterilization,”
“Mercy in the Mess: Raising Catholic
Families,” “There is Nothing That Cannot be Forgiven,” “Our Lady of Guadalupe: Patroness of Life” (In English and
Spanish), “True Faith and Science Cannot
Contradict,” “Feed the Soul and Spark the
Mind: Great Catholic Books,” “Life in
the Spirit,” “The Eucharist and the Early
Church,” “Finding Joy: Lessons from
the Family Meal,” “Prayer for the Busy
Woman,” “The Rosary’s Joyful Mysteries,” Finding God Amidst the Pain of Di-

Save the Date for
LARC Gatherings
Annual Lutheran-Anglican-Roman Catholic
(LARC) Vespers
Sunday, October 22 at 4 p.m.
United Lutheran Seminary
Gettysburg Campus Chapel
Annual LARC Day of Dialogue
Monday, October 23, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
These events will take special note of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, as well as our progress on the path to Christian unity. The speaker
for the Day of Dialogue will be Bishop Emeritus Donald J. McCoid, who
had a key role in creating the document “Declaration on the Way: Church,
Ministry and Eucharist,” which summarizes Lutheran-Catholic dialogue
since 1965.
Additional information for registration will be forthcoming; watch the
diocesan website at www.hbgdiocese.org and upcoming editions of The
Catholic Witness.

vorce,” “Byzantine Catholic Spirituality”
and many, many more!
Confession – Fresh start anyone?
Some 20 to 30 priests will be on hand this
day to hear Confessions so that we can be
bathed in the mercy of the living God and
cleansed by the Blood of the Lamb!
Hundreds of Women Joined in Worship and Praise before Our Eucharistic
Lord Jesus. We will also pray the 5 Joyful Mysteries together. Imagine the buckets of grace that will be poured out on
those attending. Tantum Ergo, anyone?
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass Celebrated by Bishop Gainer – The Body,
Blood, Soul and Divinity of Jesus Christ,
the word of God proclaimed and preached,
worshiping with women from all over the
diocese, all with our Chief Shepherd as
Principal Celebrant and Homilist. What
more could we want? What a great culmination to our day!
Delicious Food for Breakfast and
Lunch – food and the faith: a perfect

All

union!
Amazing Items for Sale to nurture and
adorn your Catholic faith, from books to
jewelry and more!
Wonderful Apostolates with their
Displays and members eager to explain
their mission!
Ladies! Mark this day on your calendars and come with your friends! It will
be a day to receive, reflect and rejoice,
and be strengthened as women to live
lives of joy and grace!
(Eva Gontis is a homemaker and the
mother of eight children. She is the wife of
Jim Gontis, Director of the Diocesan Office of Evangelization and Catechesis. A
member of Holy Name of Jesus Parish in
Harrisburg, Eva holds bachelors degrees
in English Literature and Classical Civilizations from U.C. Irvine, and a Masters
Degree in Theology from Franciscan
University of Steubenville.)

Lead

Souls to Heaven

Mary’s
Message to Us
from
Fatima

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN
OCTOBER 14, 2017

BISHOP McDEVITT HIGH SCHOOL
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE E-MAIL JGONTIS@HBGDIOCESE.ORG — CALL 717-657-4804 — VISIT: WWW.HBGDIOCESE.ORG/WOMEN

Diocese of Harrisburg Women’s Conference
October 14, 2017 • Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg
Keynote Speaker, Susan Brinkmann, OCDS
Speaker, Women of Grace Staff Writer and Journalist
Principal Celebrant for Holy Mass, Bishop Ronald Gainer
Conference includes keynote address, workshop sessions, Confession,
Eucharistic Adoration, praise and worship, Holy Mass and fellowship.
Visit www.hbgdiocese.org/women or register via parish flyers.
For information, contact Jim Gontis at 717-657-4804, ext. 227, or jgontis@
hbgdiocese.org.
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Hurricane
Continued from 1

casualties as of Aug. 27, but because of
safety issues, not many emergency teams
have been yet able to respond to the aftermath and much of the damage is unknown.
Texas Gov. Greg Abbott declared the state
a disaster area, which will allow federal
money to help in reconstruction. Catholic groups said they want to help with the
immediate needs of the communities affected.
“We will be sending in rapid-response
teams to help our impacted St. Vincent
de Paul councils and we are coordinating
nationally with the Knights of Columbus,
Knights of Malta and [Catholic Charities
USA],” said Elizabeth Disco-Shearer,
CEO of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
USA.
Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo, president
of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, on Aug. 27 urged “all people of goodwill to closely monitor future calls for assistance for victims and survivors in the
days ahead.”
The cardinal also is the head of the
Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston, one
of the hardest-hit areas.
“Hurricane Harvey hit the Gulf Coast
in a catastrophic and devastating way this
weekend, bringing with it severe flooding and high winds which have taken human life, caused countless injuries, and
severely damaged homes and property
throughout the region,” said the cardinal
in an Aug. 27 news release. “The effects
of this storm continue to put people in
harm’s way, with horrific scenes playing

CNS/RICHARD CARSON, REUTERS

Interstate 45 is seen submerged from the effects of Hurricane Harvey Aug. 28 in Houston.

out all around, such as those of people
trapped on their rooftops as water continues to rise around them. Many dioceses of
the Church in the United States have been
affected; many others will be as the storm
continues.”
He asked for prayers but also for assistance for those affected. One of the
first to pledge help was the Diocese of
Brownsville, Texas, where Bishop Daniel

CNS/ADREES LATIF, REUTERS

Lisa Rehr embraces her four-year old son Maximus as they await to be evacuated
Aug. 26 from Rockport, Texas.

Diocese to Collect for
Disaster Relief
A special collection will be held in all parishes of the Diocese of Harrisburg this
weekend, Sept. 2 and 3, for Hurricane Harvey relief efforts. This is a part of the
U.S. Catholic Bishops’ emergency collection to assist the millions of persons who
were affected by this unprecedented catastrophic weather event.

E. Flores authorized a second collection to
be taken up at the diocese’s local churches
on the weekend of Aug. 26-27 to send to
Catholic Charities in nearby Corpus Christi and “other places hardest hit by loss of
power, storm damage, flooding.”
It’s been hard to communicate with other areas, said Bishop Flores in an Aug. 26
interview with Catholic News Service, so
it’s hard to gauge the extent of the damage. But he said his diocese wanted to get
a head start to quickly divert help where it
is needed and as fast as possible.
If the Rio Grande Valley, where Bishop
Flores’ diocese is located, was spared the
major impact of Hurricane Harvey, then
the diocese had a duty to help their neighbors to the north, in the coastal areas of
Corpus Christi and Galveston-Houston,
which seemed to be hit hardest, he said.
Hurricane Harvey seemed to enter near
Corpus Christi and affected seven coastal
counties in Texas and one Louisiana parish.
“We continue to pray for every for everyone affected by the hurricane and those
who are at risk as the storms continue,”
said Bishop Flores in a statement.
Though the brunt of the hurricane’s
winds has passed and Harvey was downgraded to a tropical storm hours after
landfall, heavy rains and “catastrophic
flooding” are expected for days, said the
National Hurricane Center.
“We have to remember ... the families
affected by flood damage in the next few
days in other parts of the state will be in
need of relief,” said Bishop Flores. “We
will assess better how we can help as we
get further information about the needs
from the [Texas Catholic Conference of
Bishops] and Catholic Charities.”
In an Aug. 26 statement published by the
Galveston-Houston archdiocese, Cardinal
DiNardo said powerful winds and heavy
rainfall have already impacted many lives
and homes throughout the region, and
many in the southern counties of his archdiocese have already suffered substantial

property damage and losses
In Houston, the country’s fourth largest city with 6.6 million residents, many
struggled seeking safety in flooded residential streets, which were expected to get
up to 50 inches of rainfall by the time the
rain stops sometime at the end of August.
“Numerous homes in these communities are currently without power. Several
forecasts anticipate additional storm damage and flooding in the coming days, along
with high winds and tornado activity,”
Cardinal DiNardo said.
Up to 250,000 have been reported without power in Texas, a number that was expected to rise.
San Antonio Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller said in a statement that the archdiocese pledged its support to recovery efforts that will start after the rain and wind
subside.
“My thoughts and prayers are with the
people of the dioceses of Corpus Christi
and Victoria, as well as the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston, as they cope with the
damaging effects of Hurricane Harvey,”
he said. “The people of San Antonio have
opened their arms to welcome evacuees of
this historic hurricane, and Catholic Charities of the archdiocese has been assisting
and will continue to assist in a variety of
ways those impacted by this natural disaster.”
Bishop W. Michael Mulvey, of the Diocese of Corpus Christi, said he was grateful to the bishops who reached out to him
and to his diocese. He said the true damage around the diocese still is not known
and officials are waiting for conditions that
will allow a better assessment of the damage.
In his statement, Cardinal DiNardo
asked for prayers for emergency personnel
and volunteers who are out and about in
dangerous conditions and also “for those
residing in our archdiocese, in Texas and
along the Gulf Coast, be safe and may God
have mercy on those affected by Hurricane
Harvey.”

For those unable to donate this weekend, parishes will be accepting donations
for the next two weekends. These donations should be marked for Hurricane Harvey Relief. Contributions can also be made online at www.HbgDiocese.org/donate
via the Natural Disasters option.
Bishop Ronald Gainer of the Diocese of Harrisburg is urging all Catholics to offer prayers for those affected, including the first responders, and to also give generously. He cited the plea of Bishop José H. Gomez, Archbishop of Los Angeles
and Vice President of the USCCB, “Our hearts and prayers go out to the families
that have lost loved ones and to all who have lost homes and businesses along
with their sense of peace and normalcy. We also stand with our brother bishops
in the region who have the difficult task of providing pastoral care in these most
trying times while managing their own losses. Our prayerful and financial support
is urgently needed.”

CNS/RICK WILKING, REUTERS

A condominium complex is reduced to rubble Aug. 26 after Hurricane Harvey
struck in Rockport, Texas.
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Pope Urges
Respect for
the Life and
Dignity of
Migrants,
Refugees
CNS/CHRISTINNE MUSCHI, REUTERS

A Haitian refugee sticks his head out from a tent set up by the Canadian Armed Forces near Lacolle, Quebec, Aug. 10. Pope
Francis released a statement Aug. 21 urging respect for the life and dignity of migrants and refugees.

By Cindy Wooden
Catholic News Service
With millions of people fleeing violence, persecution and poverty around
the globe, individual nations must expand options that make it possible for migrants and refugees to cross their borders
safely and legally, Pope Francis said.
“The principle of the centrality of the
human person, firmly stated by my beloved predecessor, Benedict XVI, obliges us to always prioritize personal safety
over national security,” Pope Francis
wrote in his message for the World Day
of Migrants and Refugees 2018.
The Vatican will mark the day Jan. 14,
while in the United States, the bishops’
conference sets aside an entire week –
Jan. 7-13 – as National Migration Week.

The pope’s message for the annual
event was released Aug. 21, which is
earlier than normal, to stimulate Catholic
involvement in the U.N. process for developing and adopting a Global Compact
for Migration and a Global Compact on
Refugees.
Since the U.N. General Assembly
voted in September 2016 to draw up the
compacts, the Vatican and many Catholic
organizations have been participating in
the discussions and hearings to formulate
them. The U.N. hopes to have a draft of
the compacts ready by February and to
present them to the General Assembly in
September 2018.
Approving the development of the
compacts, “world leaders clearly expressed their desire to take decisive action in support of migrants and refu-

gees to save their lives and protect their
rights,” the pope said in his message. He
urged Catholics to get involved by lobbying their governments to include in the
compacts proposals that would ensure
the welcome, protection, promotion and
integration of migrants and refugees.
For Catholics, he said, “every stranger
who knocks at our door is an opportunity
for an encounter with Jesus Christ, who
identifies with the welcomed and rejected strangers of every age.”
“The Lord entrusts to the Church’s
motherly love every person forced to
leave their homeland in search of a better
future,” Pope Francis wrote.
To fulfill its duties toward migrants
and refugees, he said, the Church needs
all of its members to act in solidarity with
them, whether it is in countries of depar-

ture, transit, arrival or return.
In the message, Pope Francis called for
countries to: “increase and simplify the
process for granting humanitarian visas
and for reunifying families”; grant special temporary visas to people fleeing
conflict; uphold the rights and dignity
of migrants and refugees “independent
of their legal status”; educate people in
migrant-sending countries about their
rights and obligations abroad; stop the
detention of underage migrants; provide
migrants, refugees and asylum seekers
with work permits so they can begin supporting themselves and contributing to
their new communities; and guarantee
the right of all migrants and refugees to
practice their faith.
“Considering the current situation,
welcoming means, above all, offering
broader options for migrants and refugees to enter destination countries safely
and legally,” the pope said.
And, he said, even when faced with
situations in which someone has entered
a country without the proper legal permits, “collective and arbitrary expulsions
of migrants and refugees are not suitable
solutions, particularly where people are
returned to countries which cannot guarantee respect for human dignity and fundamental rights.”
Nations and local communities, the
pope said, need to do more to integrate
migrants and refugees in the communities that welcome them. Integration does
not mean the newcomers will be asked
to give up their cultural identity, but that
they will have opportunities to share
their cultures and to discover the cultural
heritage of their new communities.
Pope Francis signed the message Aug.
15, the feast of the Assumption, and
entrusted to Mary “the hopes of all the
world’s migrants and refugees and the
aspirations of the communities which
welcome them, so that, responding to the
Lord’s supreme commandment, we may
all learn to love the other, the stranger, as
ourselves.”

Iceland Eliminating People with Down Syndrome
through Abortion Following Diagnosis
By Josephine von Dohlen
Catholic News Service
Iceland is on its way to “eliminate” people with Down syndrome, a report from
CBS News explained, causing uproar
in the pro-life community over the high
numbers of abortions following prenatal
diagnosis of Down syndrome.
With only one or two people, on average, born with Down syndrome each year,
Iceland’s population exemplifies what
pro-life leaders say is the tragic reality of
an abortion-driven society.
CBS news correspondent Elaine Quijano spoke with Icelandic geneticist Kari
Stefansson, the founder of a genetic group
named deCODE Genetics, which looks at
the people of Iceland’s genomes. He told
Quijano, “We have basically eradicated,
almost, Down syndrome from our society.”
After being asked what it means for Iceland as a “society” that nearly all women
choose abortion after Down syndrome diagnosis, Stefansson responded that it is a
result of genetic counseling.
“And I don’t think that heavy-handed
genetic counseling is desirable,” Stefansson told CBS. “You’re having impact on
decisions that are not medical, in a way.”
The head of the Prenatal Diagnosis Unit
and Landspitali University Hospital in
Iceland, Hulda Hjartardottir, said in her
interview with Quijano that by suggesting
women get tested for genetic abnormali-

ties, like Down syndrome, they could be
directing people toward abortion.
“We try to do as neutral counseling as
possible, but some people would say that
just offering the test is pointing you towards a certain direction,” Hjartardottir
told CBS.
With the spread of these diagnostic tests
in Iceland, as well as the increase in accuracy since their introduction in the early
2000s, nearly 100 percent of women in
Iceland choose abortion following a positive prenatal testing for Down syndrome.
In the United States, more than 67 percent of women who are told that their
unborn child may have Down syndrome
choose an abortion, with some organizations reporting a higher number, 85 to 90
percent.
However, states are starting to enact
laws that prohibit abortions due to genetic
abnormalities, race, sex, or ethnicity. In
2013, North Dakota banned abortion due
to fetal genetic anomaly and since then,
other states such as Louisiana have passed
similar laws, with more states trying to do
so.
Through a social media campaign, the
March for Life organization is asking CBS
to “air a segment about the happiness and
benefits Down syndrome children bring to
families,” according to a tweet by March
for Life president Jeanne Mancini Aug.
15.
In an interview with Catholic News Service Aug. 16, Mancini said that while the

CBS story said that Iceland is “eliminating” people with Down syndrome, it is far
worse.
“We would say that they are eradicating
people with Down syndrome,” Mancini
said.
Mancini pointed out that while approximately 20 percent of the U.S. population
is aborted, the number of people with
Down syndrome who are aborted is frighteningly disproportionate.
“Studies have shown that between 85
and 90 percent, depending on which reports you use, of these special little ones
who are diagnosed with Down syndrome
are terminated,” Mancini said. “We are
moving in the direction of Iceland.”
Emmy award-winning actress Patricia
Heaton tweeted Aug. 14 in response to the
CBS report: “Iceland isn’t actually eliminating Down syndrome. They’re just killing everybody that has it. Big difference.”
A 2011 Harvard study by Brian Skotko,
Susan Levine and Richard Goldstein examined the self-perception of people with
Down syndrome ages 12 and up. Among
the 284 people surveyed, 99 percent of
people with Down syndrome were “happy
with their lives,” 97 percent “liked who
they are” and 96 percent “liked how they
look.”
Ultimately, the study concluded, “the
overwhelming majority of people with
Down syndrome surveyed indicate they
live happy and fulfilling lives.”
While many women may feel pressured

to choose abortion following a diagnosis
of Down syndrome, groups such as the
National Down Syndrome Adoption Network guide expectant mothers through the
parenting process as well as offer resources to those who choose to place their child
in an adoption program.
“There are so many people who want
to adopt children with Down syndrome,”
Stephanie Thompson, director at the National Down Syndrome Adoption Network, told CNS in an interview Aug. 16.
Thompson, who is the birth mother of a
child with Down syndrome, offers counseling to families who receive prenatal diagnoses, offering them updated, positive
information to parenting.
On average, about 50 families sit on the
registry at the National Down Syndrome
Adoption Network just waiting to adopt.
“It is incredible to me that a country is
terminating a life that people are praying for, that they want to include in their
family, they want to take care of, and they
value so much,” Thompson said. “They
went through a home study process, fingerprints, background checks. They had
people coming in and inspecting their
home and it took three months and thousands of dollars to do this.”
While the National Down Syndrome
Adoption Network currently only offers
adoptions within the U.S., Thompson is
positive that there are families in countries
around the world who are waiting to adopt
children with Down syndrome as well.
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Immaculée Ilibagiza to Speak at
Seven Sorrows Parish This Month
The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted
by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones.

Moretz.

ABBOTTSTOWN – Immaculate
Heart of Mary: Robert Alonso,
Lucretia Breighner.
BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the
Worker: Dorothy Crough.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Marie Hansarick.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Leon F. Brennan, Mariana
Perry Cave, Dr. Harold A. Lehrian,
Rosa Celeste Mazariegos-Valdez,
Martha McCrary, Thomas George
Pastor, Jeremiah Anthony Reihart,
Ruth Anna Rice, Rolf-Andreas
Rosenberry.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Carl
Klein, Evelyn (Mary) Kuprevich,
Jeanne Wysocki.
GETTYSBURG – St. Francis
Xavier: Nancy Rider.
GREENCASTLE – St. Mark: Eva
Butala.
HARRISBURG – St. Catherine
Labouré: Frances Ruhl, Elvina
Trombino, Margaret Mary: John

KULPMONT – Holy Angels:
Lawrence W. Morata.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc:
Rodolfo Antonio, Josefina Bigalli,
Marie Daunton, Ed Fisher, James
Mahoney, Helen Nese.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM:
Charles Frey, Elaine McLain.
LEBANON – Assumption BVM:
James Mills, Susanna E. Wile.
MECHANICSBURG – St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Adriana Klich;
St. Joseph: Frances Banis.
MIDDLETOWN – Seven Sorrows
BVM: Carol Fernback.
MOUNT CARMEL – Divine
Redeemer: Nancy Kuznicki, June
Natalewicz.
NEW FREEDOM – St. John the
Baptist: Donald Sanders.
QUARRYVILLE – St. Catherine of
Siena: Thomas Jones, Jr.
YORK – St. Patrick: Ronald
Rohrbaugh.

Rwandan genocide survivor, author and inspirational speaker Immaculée
Ilibagiza will share her story “Left to Tell: A Story of Faith, Hope and Forgiveness” at Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Middletown
Sept. 27 and 28 at 7 p.m.
Born and raised in a small village in Rwanda, Africa, she hid for 91 days
with seven other women in a 3-by-4-foot bathroom as millions of men, women and children – including her family – were slaughtered during the 1994
genocide.
Immaculée will share her story and her message of hope and forgiveness
during her speaking engagements. Doors open at 6 p.m. both evenings. A book
signing, fellowship and refreshments will follow. A free-will offering will be
taken the night of the event.
“Our parish is so blessed to have Immaculée here to speak. Her personal
story is so engaging – as well as incredibly inspiring,” said Father Edward Keating, pastor of Seven Sorrows Parish. “As she said in her book, ‘There was a
woman in Atlanta who approached me in tears at the end of the talk I gave. She
told me that her parents had been killed in the Nazi Holocaust when she was
a baby: ‘My heart has been full of anger my entire life…. I’ve suffered and
cried over my parents for so many years. But hearing your story about what
you lived through and were able to forgive has inspired me. I’ve been trying
all my life to forgive the people who killed my parents and now I think I can
do it. I can let go of my anger and be happy.’”
“As Immaculee says, ‘The love of a single heart can make a world of difference.’ Her story does heal hearts, and she is making a difference and making
the world a better place,” Father Keating said.
For more information, call the parish at 717-944-3133 or visit www.ssbvm.
org.

Day of Prayer and Reflection at Good Shepherd
to Feature Charismatic Priest
Father Ariel Hernandez, a well-known Charismatic priest, will visit Good
Shepherd Church in Camp Hill on Sept. 9.
Born and raised in Argentina and currently serving as pastor of Our Lady
of the Most Blessed Sacrament Parish in Newfield, N.J., Father Hernandez
has experienced Our Lady Queen of Peace’s intercessions for him, as she has
helped lead him on an amazing journey of faith. His bi-lingual healing Masses
have been a blessing to many, and he is custodian of a miraculous image from
Argentina, known as Our Lady of Schoenstat, which will be present at the Day
of Prayer and Reflection.
The day will begin at 11 a.m. with Morning Prayer and praise and worship,
followed by a presentation on holiness and a reflection. Recitation of the Rosary at 1:15 p.m., followed by a second presentation on holiness, the Divine
Mercy Chaplet and Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Holy Mass will be
celebrated at 5 p.m., followed by a Charismatic Healing Service.
All are invited to attend, and may attend for part of the day or the entire day.
For more information, call the parish office at 717-761-1167.

Gary Zimak Will Lead Retreat
at St. Catherine Labouré in Harrisburg

Beginning Experience Program to
Offer Weekend for Those
Suffering the Loss of a Spouse
The ecumenical Beginning Experience weekends are a
Church-approved program designed for those suffering the
loss of a spouse through death, divorce or separation.
Hundreds of persons have been helped to move
towards successful, productive, happy lives by
attending one of these weekends.
The Beginning Experience Team for the
Diocese of Harrisburg has booked Camp
Hebron in Halifax, Pa., for a Beginning Experience Weekend on Nov. 10-12,
2017.
The weekend is led by persons who have lost a spouse through death or divorce,
and are trained in facilitating a weekend. Each Beginning Experience Team is
certified by the International Beginning Experience Organization.
The following is a testimonial of a person who has attended the weekend:
“I can tell you that my encounter with the Beginning Experience weekend has
brought me greater peace and given me an extended family of lifelong friends
who I quickly grew to love and lean on. If you or someone you know is suffering
the isolation and pain that can accompany the loss of a spouse or marriage, I encourage you to seriously consider attending the Beginning Experience weekend.”
Beginning Experience is the Church at work to provide help, healing and spiritual restoration. Visit the diocesan website at www.hbgdiocese.org, and go to
Marriage and Family, or visit www.beginningexperience.org to learn more. Information can also be obtained by contacting the Harrisburg Beginning Experience
Team: Julie at 717-379-0800, or Eva at 717-495-9586.

A familiar presence on Catholic radio, TV and at parishes/conferences
around the United States and Canada, dynamic Catholic speaker Gary Zimak
will lead a mini-retreat, “Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry” at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg Sept. 23 from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
In 2008, Zimak was working as a project manager when he felt the call to
form “Following The Truth,” an apostolate dedicated to leading souls to Jesus
Christ and His Catholic Church. Initially performing his work for the Lord on
a part-time basis, a job layoff in 2012 gave him the opportunity to make a bold
move. After much prayer, he decided to “step out of the boat” and become a
full-time Catholic lay evangelist. He went from a guaranteed six figure income
to no guarantee of any income. Since that time, he has traveled throughout the
United States and Canada, bringing thousands of people closer to Jesus Christ.
Zimak is the author of A Worrier’s Guide To The Bible, Listen To Your
Blessed Mother, From Fear To Faith, Find A Real Friend In Jesus and Faith,
Hope, and Clarity. He is recognized as the leading Catholic speaker on the
topic of overcoming anxiety. Zimak has appeared on several EWTN television programs, including “Women Of Grace,” “At Home With Jim And Joy,”
“Bookmark” and “The Journey Home.” He is the host of Spirit In The Morning on Holy Spirit Radio, The Gary Zimak Show on BlogTalkRadio and a regular guest on Catholic Answers Live, EWTN’s The Son Rise Morning Show,
Catholic Connection and numerous other radio programs.
During this morning mini-retreat, participants will explore “How to Get Personal with Jesus,” “The Secret to Happiness,” and “What Does God Want Me
To Do?” Mass will be celebrated at 9 a.m., and the Rosary will be prayed at
12:30 p.m. For more information, contact Deb at the parish office at 717-5641321 or dgelbaugh@sclhbg.org.
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Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

Good Shepherd Parish in Camp Hill invites all
families who have experienced the loss of a child
(through miscarriage, abortion, stillbirth or early death) to the Mass of
Remembrance on Sept. 16 at 10 a.m. in the church. Those who have
not been given a name can be listed with your last name, such as
“Baby Jones.” The names will be brought to the altar to be remembered by our parish family. Names of children who have been submitted in previous years will also be included. Submit your child’s name
for remembrance to Good Shepherd Church, 3435 Trindle Road,
Camp Hill, PA 17011, or contact Geri Andregic at 717-761-4789 or
andregicg@gmail.com.

Pilgrimages and Retreats

A secular Carmelite retreat will be held Sept. 29-Oct. 1
at St. Cyril Spiritual Center, Villa Sacred Heart in Danville. Retreat
master Father Raymond, OCD, will speak on St. Elizabeth of the
Trinity. Cost of $165 covers room and board, or attend for one day for
$60. Registration deadline is Sept. 22. Contact Meg Geffken at 377
Stevens Hill Rd., Benton, PA, 17814, meggef@epix.net or 570-9256264.
Consoling the Heart of Jesus Retreat will be offered at
St. Katharine Drexel Church, Mechanicsburg. This 10-session retreat
will meet once a week to explore the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius Loyola, excerpts from the Diary of St Faustina, and the writings
of St. Therese of Lisieux, St. Louis de Montfort and St. Mother Teresa
guiding participants on a path to holiness. The book Consoling the
Heart of Jesus: A Do-It-Yourself Retreat by Father Michael
Gaitley will be used and will be available at the first session. Two
sessions are being offered: Sunday afternoons from 12:15–1:45 p.m.
beginning Sept. 10, and Thursday mornings from 9:45–11:15 a.m.
beginning Sept. 7. For information and to register, contact Becky
Davis at rdavis@skdparish.com.
Visit Ireland with St. Philip the Apostle Parish in
Millersville. You will visit beautiful places like the Cliff’s of Moher,
The House of Waterford Crystal and Cabra Castle where you will stay
overnight, plus many more sights. Join us for a night of information
on our Parish 2018 trip to Ireland. You will get your events and pricing
package and hear from the travel company about all that you can
expect on your adventure. Meeting date: Sept. 7 at 6 p.m. The trip is
set for April 16-29, 2018. Questions, call Linda at 717-872-2166.

Education & Enrichment

The Pastoral Care Department at Geisinger Holy
Spirit will offer a six-week bereavement support group Sept. 20-Oct.
25. Presenters will include Sister Margaret Washington, Sister Ann
Marie Marabella and Rev. Sally Strayer, all certified chaplains. The
group will offer two sessions each day: an afternoon session from
1-2:30 p.m. and an evening session from 6:30-8 p.m. All sessions
will be held in the pastoral care consultation room at Geisinger Holy
Spirit, 503 N. 21st St., Camp Hill. Participation is free, but registration
is requested. Call 717-763-2118 or 717-972-4255.
“Finding Stillness,” an Introduction to the Contemplative Life, will be offered at St. Paul the Apostle Church
in Annville. In a world of noise and busy demands, is it possible to
cultivate inner quiet and stillness? According to the Church’s ancient
wisdom and time-tested spiritual qualities and practices, we can learn
how to be “contemplative in the midst of chaos.” Join us for a 1-hour
introduction to the contemplative way of life Sept. 14 at 7 p.m. or
Sept. 16 at 9:15 a.m., following morning Mass. For questions, contact
shellie.sterner@gmail.com.
The Diocese of Harrisburg has its first Padre Pio
Prayer Group, and you are welcome to attend. The Padre Pio
Prayer Groups are part of a world-wide prayer movement started
through St. Padre Pio during his lifetime. A typical prayer group
meeting lasts a little over an hour, and includes Mass, Adoration,
the Rosary, an opportunity for Reconciliation, and a request for the
intercession of Padre Pio for any intentions brought before the group.
Afterwards, the group enjoys some time for fellowship.The prayer
group meets on the second Friday of each month at 7 p.m. at Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in Lancaster. The next
meeting is Sept. 8. For more information, contact Patrick McSherry at
pmm@redrose.net.
Join St. Francis Xavier Parish in Gettysburg for a
five-week series focusing on the theme of “Journey in the Gospel of
St. Luke.” The classes are meant to enhance our own sense of journey as we venture in this life toward our hopeful destination--eternal
happiness with God in the Kingdom of Heaven. The series will trace,
examine, and accentuate at deeper levels the rich lessons Jesus
imparts during His various journeys recounted in Luke’s gospel. Our
lecturer will be Father Gregory J. D’ Emma, a retired Army Chaplain
with over 40 years of military service. Classes will be held from 7-8:30
p.m. consecutive Wednesday evenings, Sept. 13-Oct. 1, at the Xavier
Center, Table Rock Rd., Gettysburg. For additional information,
contact John Knowles, 717-677-4420.
Theology on Tap, Lancaster – “Yours, Mine and
Ours: How Our Stories Can Change Lives” will be presented by WGAL TV reporter Meredith Jorgensen Cooke at Theology
on Tap on Sept. 14 at Annie Bailey’s Irish Pub, 28 E. King St., Lancaster. Happy Half Hour starts at 7 p.m., and the speaker is at 7:30,
followed by a Q&A. Meredith is also co-owner of Life & Legacies, a
new Video Storytelling business. She uses her extensive journalism
skills to tell the stories of the people she meets. She also has her
own story as a wife, two-time cancer survivor, entrepreneur and dog
lover. All young adults, (20s and 30s) single, married, Catholic or not,
are invited to attend the events. Theology on Tap is a Young Adult
Ministry and Evangelization outreach of the Diocese of Harrisburg.
Info at www.totlancaster.com.
Theology on Tap, York – “Trekking Spain on the
Camino de Santiago” will be presented by Father Mark Weiss,
pastor of Holy Infant Parish in Manchester and Chaplain at Trinity
High School in Camp Hill, on Sept. 26 at The First Post, 3691 E.
Market St., York. He will speak about his recent pilgrimage through

Spain on the Camino de Santiago. Happy Half Hour starts at 7
p.m. followed by the speaker at 7:30, and a Q&A session. All young
adults, (20s and 30s) single, married, Catholic or not, are invited to
attend the events. Theology on Tap is a Young Adult Ministry and
Evangelization outreach of the Diocese of Harrisburg. Info at www.
totlancaster.com.
St. Leo the Great Parish in Millersville will offer
the Jeff Cavins Bible Study “Matthew: The King and His
Kingdom.” This 24-week Ascension Press study explores the life
and mission of Jesus. Beginning Oct. 4, each session is held
after 7 p.m. Wednesday Holy Mass. Light fare is served each
week. All are welcome. For information about the study, visit www.
ascensionpress.com. To register, contact the parish office at 717394-1742.
Grieving people often feel lost, alone and misunderstood. GriefShare understands. GriefShare is a 13week video-based Christ-centered grief support group led by trained
facilitators. Two weekly GriefShare series will begin at St. John the
Baptist Parish in New Freedom Sept. 7 from 7-9 p.m. and Sept. 8
from 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. in the St. Elizabeth Center in lower level
west side of the Main Church. Participants find healing through the
video, discussion group and workbook exercises based on Bible
passages. There are no meetings Thanksgiving week. There is a
nominal fee for the workbook, but scholarships are available. Calling
before coming is encouraged. Call Judy Newberger 717-235-2156,
ext. 214.
St. Theresa Parish in New Cumberland will host
Dr. Marcellino D’Ambrosio, aka Dr. Italy, for a parish mission
titled “Why Be Catholic?” on Sept. 17, 18 and 19. Dr. D’Ambrosio
will speak each night at 6 pm in the church, followed by a brief period of Adoration on Sunday, confessions on Monday, and the Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass on Tuesday. Don’t miss this exciting chance to
re-energize your faith and remember why we love being Catholic.
Christian music legend John Michael Talbot’s
“Lifetime of Music & Ministry” Concert Tour is coming to New Oxford High School, 130 Berlin Rd., on Sept. 19 at 7
p.m. The concert is being presented by Immaculate Conception
BVM Parish. Tickets are $30 for general admission and $50 for a
special VIP ticket, which includes early admission during the sound
check, preferred seating and an autographed CD. Tickets can be
purchased online at www.JohnMichaelTalbot.com/Tour. For more
information, call 717-521-3137.
A panel discussion on the Reformation, “As It Was
in the Beginning, is Now…And What Shall Be?” will be held at
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Social Hall in Abbottstown Sept.
27 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Learn from both the Catholic and Lutheran
perspectives about what happened at the Reformation 500 years
ago. What was interaction like between Christians of these two
churches? What has it been like in more recent decades? And what
does the future hold for Christian unity? Guest panelists will be Rev.
Dr. Maria Erling, Professor of Modern Church History and Global
Missions and Director of Ministry in Practice at Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg; and Father James Lease, pastor of St.
Joseph Parish in Danville and Director of the Diocesan Office for
Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs. For more information, call the
parish at 717-259-0611.

Fundraisers & Events

St. Joseph Parish in Danville will hold its parish
festival Sept. 16 from noon-8:30 p.m. Great food includes halupki,
halushki, pierogis, potato pancakes, walking tacos, baked desserts
and Heeter’s Ice Cream truck. There will be kids’ games, face painting, a bounce house, dunk tank, basket raffles, a 50/50 raffle and
a lottery tree. Free magic show with Brent Kessler. Live music from
6:30-8:30 p.m. by BANG, featuring students from St. Joseph School
and Parish. Call 570-275-2512 or visit www.stjosephdanville.org.
Holy Name of Jesus Knights of Columbus Council 14081 is hosting an Open Golf Tournament at Manada Golf
Club on Oct 6. All golfers are welcome. Registration at 10:30 a.m.,
followed by a lunch of hamburgers and hot dogs served at 11:30
a.m. Shotgun start at 12:30 p.m., steak dinner at 5:30 p.m. For
those who cannot attend the golf outing, but would like to join us for
dinner, the cost is $35. The total cost of lunch, golf green fees and
cart, dinner and hole prizes is $70. Food provided by Ted’s Bar and
Grill. All proceeds benefit Real Alternatives, a local pro-life organization. For more information, contact Chet Hickey at 717-545-1574 or
chstrhcky@aim.com, or Bob Jones at 717-652-6699 or bobby40j@
gmail.com. Return registration forms and payments to KOC Council
#14081, Holy Name of Jesus Church, 6150 Allentown Blvd. Harrisburg, PA 17112.
Annual St. Joseph Parish Yard Sale, sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus, will be held in the parking lot of the St. Joseph
Parish Life and Education Center in Mechanicsburg Sept. 9 from
7 a.m.-1 p.m. Vendor set-up at 6 a.m. Cost for a space is $10. No
sale of firearms, drugs, drug paraphernalia or pornographic material.
Food and beverages available for purchase. For pre-registration and
additional information, contact Greg Kenski at 717-712-6903.
St. Teresa of Calcutta School will hold its new and
improved “Craft Beer & Wine in the Woods” festival on Sept. 16
from 11 a.m.-6 p.m. at the Basilica Picnic Woods, 3113 Centennial
Rd., Hanover. Joining us this year are Brookmere Winery, Jackson
Square Vineyard and High Rock Winery, and Aldus Craft Brewery.
Vendor space is still available. Tickets can be purchased at our
Conewago campus or through St. Teresa of Calcutta’s website: www.stck8school.org. Ticket prices are $13 in advance, $15 on
the day of the event and $5 for non-tasters. Ticket includes a souvenir glass for tastings. All alcohol tasting patrons must be 21 and
present a valid ID the day of the event. No pets, weapons or outside
food/drink. For more information, contact mmaitland@stck8school.
org or Mike Hardin at hardinmike11@yahoo.com.
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Harrisburg will hold its
parish festival, “Celebrating Our Diversity,” Sept. 10 from 10 a.m.-8
p.m. Ethnic foods, games for children, Bingo, flea market, face
painting, balloons, a clown, music and dancing.

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechanicsburg
will hold its annual Apple Festival on Sept. 16 from 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
The Apple Festival features food, adult and children’s games, a silent auction, bake sake, crafts, a basket raffle, book sale, scarecrow
contest, and more. The Apple Festival Pancake Breakfast will be
held Oct. 1 from 8:30-11 a.m.
A combined parish picnic for St. Mary’s and
St. Rita’ parishes will be held Sept. 10 at the Carroll Valley
Cortner Pavilion in Fairfield from noon-5 p.m. Hamburgers, hot
dogs and sausages, along with drinks and ice cream from Antietam
Dairy. Food contributions by letter of last name suggested: A-I salads/appetizers; J-S side dish/vegetables; T-Z desserts/fruit. Plenty of
games available too! For more information, call 717-642-8815.
Lancaster Catholic High School’s Fine and Performing Arts Department will host a marching band and color
guard showcase Sept. 23 at 6 p.m. at Crusader Stadium. Performances by 10 area high schools and Temple University. Cost is $9
for adults, $7 for students and senior citizens. Gate admission only.
Lancaster Catholic High School’s Fine and Performing Arts Department will host Dan Levinson’s Roof Garden Jazz Band Sept. 25 at 7:30 p.m. in the Old Main Auditorium, as
part of the department’s concert and lecture series. Free admission;
donations accepted. For more information, visit www.danlevinson.
com or www.lchsyes.org.
Knights of Columbus Council 9875 of St. Paul the
Apostle Parish in Annville will host its third annual “Cruise
for a Knight” car show at the parish Sept. 9 from 9 a.m.-3 p.m. All
proceeds will benefit local charities. Ten classes of vehicles with
trophies for winners, and for longest distance, pastor’s choice, and
Grand Knight awards. Registration for participating vehicles is $10 in
advance and $12 on the day of the show. Dash plaques for the first
70 vehicles registered or pre-registered. Event is open to the public
and will include food, music, a raffle and more. To register, contact
Jim Hagan at 717-639-9983 or kofcjimh@gmail.com.

Job Openings

Mary Mother of the Church Parish in Mount Joy
is seeking a part-time Organist/Music Director. Music
degree or equivalent preferred. Experience in accompanying at
Catholic Masses preferred. Position requires competent playing of
the organ and/or piano at weekend Masses, Holy Days, and other
sacramental and devotional services; also coordinates cantors and
directs the Parish Choir. Please contact Father Pang Tcheou, 717653-4903, fathertcheou@gmail.com.
Misericordia Nursing & Rehabilitation Center in
York is seeking an Advancement Director with part-time, flexible
hours. If you are a skilled marketing, communication and fundraising
expert and want to help carry out the mission of a “legacy of caring”
for the elderly in York, you can find out more complete information
on our website: http://mn-rc.org/careers-welcome/current-openings/.
Good Shepherd School in Camp Hill is seeking
a part-time After School Care Director responsible for
coordinating and supervising the daily after school program. Good
Shepherd School offers after school care Monday-Friday from
2:50-5:30 p.m. each day. After school care is used by our preschool
through 8th grade students. Responsibilities of the position include
coordinating activities, supervising after school care staff, and
ordering snacks and supplies for the program. The After School Care
Director position is part-time with roughly 20 hours per week of responsibilities. Compensation commensurate with experience. Send
résumé and cover letter to Dr. Stephen M. Fry, Principal, at sfry@
gsschpa.org.
Good Shepherd School in Camp Hill is seeking After School Care Program Caregivers to care for students
on all full school days from 2-5:30 p.m. Several part-time positions
available for this rewarding position. The job consists of snack distribution, homework assistance and supervision of active playtime and
crafts. If you have school-age children, you are welcome to bring
them with you, free of charge. The After School Caregiver position
is part-time and flexible. Schedule will be based on your availability.
Send résumé and cover letter to Dr. Stephen M. Fry, Principal,
at sfry@gsschpa.org.
Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown
is seeking a Director of Enrollment and Marketing to
manage all aspects of the student enrollment and marketing process
and be responsible for the development and management of marketing plans and materials for Delone Catholic High School, working in
conjunction with those faculty and staff members within designated
target areas. The successful candidate in this role will coordinate
internal stakeholders, including students, administration, faculty,
staff, parents, alumni and board members, to assist in the marketing
process. Bachelor’s degree in marketing, communications, public
relations or related field is required. Send cover letter and résumé
to Principal Mr. Richard LaRocca at rlarocca@delonecatholic.org or
140 S. Oxford Ave., McSherrystown, Pa. 17344 no later than Sept.
13.
Delone Catholic High School in McSherrystown
is seeking an Instructional Support Specialist accountable for providing the student with instructional support needs
access to the regular curriculum by working as a liaison between the
student, parents, teachers, and administration. Minimum requirements: PA State Teaching Certification as described by the Diocese
of Harrisburg, and Special Education Certification (desired). Interested candidates should send their cover letter and resume to Principal Mr. Richard LaRocca at rlarocca@delonecatholic.org or 140 S.
Oxford Ave., McSherrystown, Pa. 17344 no later than Sept. 13.
St. Anne School in Lancaster is seeking a parttime development director for 15 hours a week. Candidates
must have a passion for Catholic education. See the parish Web site
at www.stannechurch.org for a detailed job description. Send cover
letter with salary history and résumé to Suzanne Wood, Principal, at
woodsuzanne@stannelancaster.org.

Submission Deadline

The submission deadline for the Sept. 15 edition is Wednesday Sept. 6 at 4:30 p.m. Typed announcements should be sent
to witness@hbgdiocese.org. Please, no ads, posters or fliers.
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New stained-glass windows at St. Pius X Church in Selinsgrove illustrate, from left, the Sacrament of Baptism, Jesus with the children, and the Sacrament of
Confirmation.

New Windows at St. Pius Church Illustrate
Tangible Signs of the Faith
Three new stained-glass windows at St. Pius X Church in
Selinsgrove offer striking illustrations of the Catholic faith:
the Sacrament of Baptism, Jesus with the children, and the
Sacrament of Confirmation.
The parish recently installed the windows to begin replacing the plate glass ones that were original to the church,
which was dedicated in the spring of 2008. The new stainedglass windows are on the northern side of the church.
Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrated Mass at the church on
Aug. 20, during which he blessed the new windows, donated by parishioner Pauline Gemberling. The centerpiece,
featuring Jesus with the children, in memory of her husband, Bruce.
According to Father Tukura Pius Michael, OP, pastor
of St. Pius Parish, windows illustrating the Sacraments of
Matrimony and Holy Orders will be forthcoming to replace
the plate glass windows on the southern side.

Light creates
a silhouette as
Bishop Ronald
Gainer celebrates
the Liturgy of the
Eucharist.

Father Tukura Pius Michael, OP, pastor of St.
Pius X Parish, distributes Holy Communion to
Karol Scartelli.

Bishop Ronald Gainer greets Pauline Gemberling, who donated one of the
windows in memory of her husband.

