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Venturing into its inaugural year, 
St. Teresa of Calcutta School in 
Adams County stepped forward 
in faith with an opening Mass 
that brought together students, 
faculty and administrators from 
its two newly-established cam-
puses: grades K-3 at the Conewago 
location, and grades 4-8 from the 
McSherrystown site.

Unified this school year from the 
consolidation of Annunciation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary School in 
McSherrystown, Immaculate Con-
ception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
School in New Oxford, and Sacred 
Heart of Jesus School in Cone-
wago, St. Teresa of Calcutta School 
was formed following a several-
year study of Catholic school edu-
cation in the Adams Deanery.

The Conewago Campus is 
located at the former Sacred Heart 
School, and the McSherrystown 
Campus at the former Annunciation 
School.

The communities of both cam-
puses gathered at Annunciation 
Church on Sept. 5 for an opening 
Mass with Bishop Ronald Gainer 

St. Teresa of Calcutta School  
Ventures forward in Faith

More ST. TERESA OF 
CALCUTTA SCHOOL, page 8

Catholic News Service

    Catholic Charities USA presented a $2 
million check Sept. 4 representing donations 
received to date for immediate emergency 
assistance for those impacted by Hurricane 
Harvey and its catastrophic flooding.

    One hundred percent of the funds raised 
will go directly to immediate and long-term 
recovery efforts.

    Making the presentation was Domini-
can Sister Donna Markham, president and 
CEO of Catholic Charities USA, accompa-
nied by Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller 
of San Antonio, Bishop Brendan J. Cahill 
of the neighboring Diocese of Victoria, J. 
Antonio Fernandez, president and CEO of 
Catholic Charities for the Archdiocese of 
San Antonio, and Msgr. J. Brian Bransfield, 

CNS/BOB ROLLER
A young family member of the Knights of Columbus delivers relief goods to a victim of  
Tropical Storm Harvey Sept. 6 in Dickinson, Texas. 

Catholic Charities USA, K of C  
Give Millions for Hurricane Relief

More HARVEY HELP, page 6
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Alexa Azanon smiles during the opening Mass for St. Teresa of Calcutta School, which formed this year after the consolidation 
of three schools in the Adams Deanery.
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Observing the upcoming 52nd anniversary of the 
Second Vatican Council Document Nostra Aetate, 
Bishop Ronald Gainer visited Beth El Temple in 
Harrisburg on Sept. 8 to share dinner, attend Sab-
bath services and deliver an address on the ongoing 
impact of the declaration.

The document, fully titled “Nostra Aetate: The 
Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-
Christian Religions,” was proclaimed by Pope Paul 
VI on Oct. 28, 1965. It establishes that the Catholic 
Church rejects nothing that is true in holy in non-
Christian religions, calls for an end to anti-Semi-
tism, and expresses that Jews cannot be blamed for 
Christ’s Passion and death.

Nostra Aetate means “In our time.”
“All men form but one community,” the document 

states. “This is so because all stem from the one 
stock which God created to people the entire earth 
(Acts 17:26), and because all share a common des-
tiny, namely God.”

“[The Church] has a high regard for the manner of 
life and conduct, the precepts and doctrines which, 
although different in many ways from her own teach-
ing, nevertheless often reflect a ray of truth which 
enlightens all men,” it says.

One of the 16 major documents of the Second Vati-
can Council, Nostra Aetate speaks of the Church’s 
regard for Hindus, Buddhists, Muslims and Jews. 

In his address at Beth El Temple, Bishop Gainer 
spoke of the history of the document’s presentation 
at Vatican II, its ongoing impact, the furthering of its 
message by the holy fathers, Pope Benedict XVI and 
Pope Francis, and truths in which Catholics and Jews 
stand in agreement.

“St. John Paul II once said that the Catholic Church 
breathes with two lungs, one from the East and the 
other from the West,” the bishop remarked. “If the 
lungs that draw the Church’s breath of life are Greek 
and Latin, the Church’s heart, that which pumps life 
through her members, must be Jewish.” 

Jesus was born of a Jewish girl and raised in ob-
servance of the Torah, and Christianity is built “upon 
the revelation entrusted over the centuries by God to 
the people of the Covenant,” he noted. 

On the heels of the promulgation of Nostra Aetate 
in October 1965, Pope Paul VI established a special 
office dedicated to bringing the document’s teach-
ings to the knowledge of the Church, and to promote 
this new understanding of the Catholic-Jewish rela-
tionship. 

The progress of working out the teachings of the 
document is also owed especially to St. John Paul 

At Temple, Bishop Gainer Speaks on Vatican II  
Document’s Impact on Catholic-Jewish Relations

II, Pope Benedict and Pope Francis, who worked to 
promote its message and further Catholic-Jewish re-
lationships, the bishop pointed out. 

Notably, “We Remember: A Reflection on the Sho-
ah,” the 1998 document published by the Catholic 
Commission for Religious Relations with the Jews, 
condemned Nazi genocide and called for repentance 
from Catholics who had failed to intercede to stop it. 

Most recently, in August, Pope Francis met with 
a delegation of rabbis for their presentation of the 
document, “Between Jerusalem and Rome,” which 
expresses a resolve for closer collaboration. Ad-
dressed to Catholics, the document speaks to them 
as “partners, close allies, friends and brothers in our 
mutual quest for a better world blessed with peace, 
social justice and security.” It also says that “despite 
profound theological differences, Catholics and Jews 
share common beliefs” and also “the affirmation that 
religions must use moral behavior and religious edu-
cation – not war, coercion or social pressure – to in-

fluence and inspire.”
Bishop Gainer concluded his address by pointing 

to some of the truths that are “a legacy to be trea-
sured and promoted” between Catholics and Jews.

“First of all, Jews and Christians worship the same 
God. Before the rise of Christianity, Jews were the 
only worshipers of the God of Israel. But Christians 
also worship the God of Abraham, Creator of the 
Heavens and the Earth,” he said.

“Secondly, Jews and Christians seek authority 
from the same holy book,” the bishop remarked. 
“We turn to God’s revealed word for religious truths, 
spiritual enrichment, moral direction. While we in-
terpret the Scriptures differently on many points, we 
have been able to discuss these differences now with 
mutual respect and serenity.”

“Thirdly, Jews and Christians accept the moral 
principles of the Torah,” he said. “Central to the mor-
al principles of the Torah is the inalienable sanctity 
and dignity of every person, each one of us created 
in the Almighty’s image and likeness. 

This shared moral emphasis “is a powerful witness 
to all humanity to stand against the immoralities and 
idolatries that deprave humanity. This witness to 
human dignity is critical today, especially after the 
unprecedented horrors of the 20th century,” Bishop 
Gainer said.

“Finally, Jews and Christians collaborate on the 
work of peace and justice,” he said. “Each, in our 
own way, recognizes the unredeemed state of the 
world, reflected in the persecution, terroristic vio-
lence, poverty and human trafficking and the many 
other forms of misery that we experience day in and 
day out. We all believe that ultimately peace and jus-
tice are God’s works, however our joint efforts will 
help bring the Kingdom of God for which we hope 
and pray.”

While there remain significant and irreconcil-
able differences between Christianity and Judaism, 
“Christians must respect Judaism’s faithfulness to 
Revelation [and] Jews must respect Christian’s faith-
fulness to Revelation,” the bishop remarked.

 “Only by fidelity to our own traditions can we pur-
sue and advance along the grace-filled path we have 
been walking with integrity these past 52 years.”

(Read Nostra Aetate at http://www.vatican.va/
archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/
vat-ii_decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html.)

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Pictured prior to Sabbath services at Beth El Temple in Harrisburg Sept. 8 are Rick Leiner, President of the 
Board of Directors at Beth El Temple, Rabbi Eric Cytryn of Beth El Temple, Bishop Ronald Gainer, and Father 
James Lease, Director of the Diocesan Office of Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs.
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State Rep. Frank Ryan (R-Lebanon) presented Bishop Ronald Gainer with 
a resolution from the Pennsylvania House of Representatives on Sept. 6 to 
honor and recognize the life and ministry of Cardinal William H. Keeler. The 
cardinal, who died on March 23 of this year, was a son of Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish and Lebanon Catholic High School, and later 
became a priest and then bishop of the Diocese of Harrisburg before his  
appointment as Archbishop of Baltimore in 1989. He was appointed to the 
College of Cardinals in 1994. The resolution was introduced by Rep. Ryan 
and unanimously adopted by the House.

Bishop Schlert Ordained,  
Installed in Allentown 

By Tami Quigley 
Special to The Witness

The Bethlehem Mounted Police Unit stood outside the Cathedral of St. Catharine of 
Siena, Allentown, Pa., Aug. 31, as a swell of clergy waited outside to process into the 
church for a milestone day for faith in the Diocese of Allentown: the Solemn Rite of 
Ordination and Installation of Bishop Alfred Schlert as the Fifth Bishop of Allentown.

Bishop Schlert, 56, 
is a native of Easton, 
Pa., and has been a 
priest of the Diocese 
of Allentown since his 
ordination in 1987. 
He is the first priest 
ordained for the Dio-
cese of Allentown to 
become Bishop of the 
Diocese.

The cathedra 
(Bishop’s chair) had 
been vacant since Dec. 
9, 2016 when Bishop 
John Barres, Fourth 
Bishop of Allentown, 
was named Bishop of 
Rockville Centre, New 
York.

Metropolitan Arch-
bishop of Philadelphia 
Charles Chaput was 
the principal ordaining 
bishop.

Bishop Emeritus 
of Allentown Edward Cullen, who was Third Bishop of Allentown, and Bishop Barres 
were co-ordaining bishops.

Principal concelebrant was Archbishop Christophe Pierre, Titular Archbishop of 
Gunela and Apostolic Nuncio to the United States of America.

Among the bishops attending the liturgy were two native sons of the Diocese of 
Allentown: Archbishop Joseph Kurtz, Archbishop of Louisville, Kentucky and past 
president of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops; and Bishop Ronald Gainer of 
Harrisburg.

Archbishop Chaput offered the homily, stating that, “The Church is a family of faith. 
And the father in every family has the duty and the privilege to love, serve, provide 
for, protect and lead the persons in his care. The life of a bishop is a particular kind of 
fatherhood. And the readings today describe what that fatherhood entails.”

“When God says to Jeremiah, ‘before you were born I consecrated you,’ he makes the 
mission of the prophet, and by extension the mission of the Bishop, something unique, 
personal and sacred. This is why every bishop has a special need for the virtues of faith 
and courage, and for the prayers of his people in remaining strong in the ministry.

“The reading from the First Letter of Peter tells us how the bishop should carry out 
his work. First, with fidelity to Jesus Christ and to the people in his care. Second, with 
generosity and self-sacrifice, instead of grumbling and shifting the burdens of leader-
ship to others. Third, with humility, instead of a hunger for personal advancement and 
‘shameful gain.’ And fourth, with gentleness and patience, and a personal witness of 
integrity.”

Archbishop Chaput said the day’s Gospel reading names the fundamental vocation of 
the bishop, as Jesus says to Peter, “Feed my sheep.”

“He says that three times, just as Peter denied him three times. What it means is 
this. There’s no true Christian service or piety that’s purely vertical – in other words, a 
relationship of just me and God. As Christians, and especially as priests and bishops, 
we can’t love God without loving and serving the people he created and entrusted to our 
care,” said the archbishop.

As he addressed the faithful before the close of the liturgy, Bishop Schlert smiled and 
said, “The three words no one wants to hear after a long Mass is ‘please be seated.’”

Wearing his miter, Bishop Schlert recalled with humor how he used to argue with 
his mother about wearing a hat when he was a boy.

“OK Mom, you and Holy Mother Church won,” he said while aiming a smile at 
his parents, Alfred and Marylou Schlert.

On a more serious note, the new bishop said, “I would like my first words to be 
ones of gratitude to Almighty God for all the blessings he has bestowed on me. 
First, for the gift of life so that I may serve him.

“Next, for the gift of my parents, who I am blessed to have with me today in 
their 67th year of marriage; for my brother and his family; and extended family and 
friends, all of whom unconditionally love me and nurture my vocation. Without 
these first two, there could not have been the third reason for thanks: to have been 
called to the priesthood. It is this great calling that has given me great joy in my life.

“Today, I have been ordained to share in the fullness of the priesthood, the episco-
pacy. I stand here very well aware of my own inadequacies. However, when God 
assigns a task, he gives the strength to accomplish it. I rely on his strength today at 
the very beginning of my episcopal ministry.”

Bishop Schlert highlighted his priorities of creating a “culture of vocations;” fo-
cusing on youth and young adults; as a diocese keeping our hearts open to the poor 
and marginalized of all faiths and to those among us who want to be our neigh-
bors; and reaching out to those “who are disinterested in the life of the Church, or 
are disheartened due to past hurts, or are disconnected in their relationship with 
Christ.”

“I am so proud to be a member of the clergy of the Diocese of Allentown and 
native son of our local Church,” Bishop Schlert said. “Everything I know about 
being a priest, I know from the fine examples of the men who have faithfully 
served and are serving the Diocese of Allentown.”

(Tami Quigley is a staff writer for the A. D. Times, the newspaper of the Diocese 
of Allentown. The article is printed in part with permission.)

ED KOSKEY, A. D. TIMES 
Bishop Alfred Schlert sits in the cathedra, the chair of 
the Bishop, for the first time as Bishop of Allentown. 

• September 16 – Celebrate Mass for Trinity High School Volleyball 
Tournament, Trinity High School, Camp Hill, 10 a.m.; Celebrate Mass 
for Renovation of St. Catherine Labouré Church, Harrisburg, 4:30 p.m.

• September 17 – Celebrate Diocesan White Mass, St. Patrick 
Cathedral, Harrisburg, 9:30 a.m.

• September 18 – Celebrate Diocesan Red Mass, St. Patrick 
Cathedral, Harrisburg, 5:30 p.m.

• September 20 – Celebrate Mass and Lead Workshop at Diocesan 
Education Conference, Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg.

• September 23 – Celebrate Mass at Diocesan V Encuentro, 
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg. 

• September 24 – Celebrate Mass and Parish Center 
Groundbreaking, St. Peter Church, Elizabethtown, 11 a.m.

• September 25 – Open 40 Days for Life, outside Planned 
Parenthood, York, 11 a.m.

• September 26 – Holy Family Radio Thon, Shiremanstown, 9 a.m.
• September 26-27 – PCC Board of Governors Meeting, Cardinal 

Keeler Center, Harrisburg.
• September 27 – Provincial Mass with Consecration of the 

Province of Pennsylvania to Our Lady of Fatima, St. Patrick  
Cathedral, Harrisburg, noon.

• September 30 – Sisters’ Jubilee and Convocation, Cardinal 
Keeler Center, 10 a.m.

Assistant Catholic Campus  
Minister, Bucknell University

The full-time assistant to the Chaplain for the Catholic Community provides 
faith-based support, ministry, and programming to Bucknell Catholic students 
and the broader University community. The position will work closely with 
the CCM student-led leadership team providing advisement, mentorship, and 
guidance. This position partners with the University Chaplain, Chaplain for 
the Jewish Community, and other religious professionals connected with faith 
groups on campus. This position requires evening and weekend availability. 
For more information, visit: http://careers.bucknell.edu/ 



Temptation
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness

Some time ago, when I was teaching the fifth grade, I found myself teaching math to 
a student who had the ability to multiple a three-digit number by a three-digit number in 
his head. Not only could he multiply this way, he could also divide 
using a three-digit number! His mathematical computation skills 
truly humbled his teacher! 

After I reviewed the process of dividing 
by a three-digit number to my class, I as-
signed three sample problems for my stu-
dents to work through. As I walked around 
the classroom, checking on their work, I 
heard a pencil drop into a side pocket of a 
desk. I watched as Christopher – the student 
with the mathematical gift – silently flipped 
open the book that he was reading and wait-
ed patiently for his classmates to finish the assignment. After several 
days of this, I soon came to realize that the pencil drop was the way that Christopher 
announced to the class that he had completed the classwork. I chose to ignore his an-
nouncement.

After a week of hearing “the pencil drop,” several of the students rolled their eyes 
in desperation. These were the students who struggled with math. Their reaction to the 
noise made me angry. When I heard the pencil drop once more, I gently said, “Christo-
pher, could I see you in my office?”  

“My office” was the hallway. I would stand in the doorway of the classroom with my 
back to the class and face the student who was standing in the hallway. This was the way 
in which I often had a one-on-one that needed to be private.

 As I faced Christopher, I could see fear in his eyes. Saying a quick silent prayer to 
the Holy Spirit, I began, “You are not in trouble.” He sighed. “Chris, did you know that 
you are the smartest student in the class? Every time you drop your pencil in the side 
pocket of your desk, you announce to the entire class, ‘Check me out! I am SO smart! 
You guys are really slow when it comes to math!’ Is that the way Jesus would do his 
classwork? Wouldn’t he instead see who was struggling and assist his classmates? Heck, 
Chris! I NEED you to help me with the students who are struggling. I don’t need you to 
announce to them that they are stupid.”  

He interrupted, “But, I…” I continued, “No BUTS! By showing off in this way, you 
are disrespecting your classmates who think math is hard.” As I said these words, I saw 
tears well up in his eyes and stream down his cheeks. I continued, “Go, take a walk, 
wash your face and come back to the class when you are together. Let me never hear the 
pencil drop again.”

I could not help of thinking of this story as I continued my reflections on the Lord’s 
Prayer. In the book, Understanding “Our Father,” Scott Hahn writes, “… Temptations 
are inevitable. Moreover, we know that God permits these trials for our good. … We 
have much to learn about ourselves – especially in the area of our most besetting sins. 
For we’re only too willing to overlook our own faults, weaknesses, and habits of sin. 
Pride and vanity blind us to all but our virtues and earthly accomplishments, feeble as 
they are. But our trials turn out to be our most teachable moments.”1 

Dr. Hahn goes on to explain, using a quote from 1 Corinthians 10:12-16, in four steps 
how temptations work to a Christian’s advantage. The following bold-face quotes are 
from Corinthians, the explanations are mine.

So if you think you are standing, watch out that you do not fall. This reminds me 
of what I like to call the Superman personality: “I can do everything! I do not need any 
help. I have all the answers! I am never wrong!” Remember that Superman had kryp-
tonite! Everyone has limitations. The trick is not only to understand but to own that we 
are strong when we allow God to assist us. Don’t forget that, even if we think we are 
doing God’s will, if we are not relying of His strength, we will fail. This type of failure 
is a wakeup call to give us the strength to rely on God more and more!

No testing has overtaken you that is not common to everyone. This should not 
seem like St. Paul is making light of any testing. Rather, to me, he might be calling us 
deeper to understand the gift of community. Face it, we are all in this journey of life 
together, shoulder to shoulder. Hmm…Does this remind you of Church? We need the 
common bonds, the collective wisdom, and the boundless support that comes through 
experiencing life together. We are indeed “companions of the journey that ends in Heav-
en!”

God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with 
the testing he will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.  
God’s love and faithfulness is supremely greater than our limitations. He can see the 
process and the reason why our personal purification is needed. The trick is for us to rely 
on Him. Humility, trust and hope in the midst of suffering are the three virtues that can 
open your heart to God in a unique way.

Therefore, my dear friends, flee from the worship of idols.... The cup of blessing 
that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? The bread that we break, 
is it not a sharing in the body of Christ? At first glance, we might think, “Idols? Not 
me!” False gods abound in our culture: The idol of prosperity, technology, beauty, ideas, 
being “hip,” sex and the idol of personal plans, to name just a few. Face it, we do indeed 
have idols!

But, where does the strength come from to avoid these idols, to bear all suffering and 
tests with joy-filled hope? St. Paul answers by pointing to the Eucharist. No wonder 
why the Eucharist is the source and summit of all grace! Christ gives us the grace, the 
strength to avoid all temptations!

Temptations are indeed a part of our everyday life. Sometimes we say, “Be gone, 
Satan!” and other times we fail miserably. Thank God that there is an “eraser” to every 
“dropped pencil,” an eraser to every failure, every sin: the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
As every good math student knows, it’s OK to use your eraser!

1Hahn, Scott. Understanding “Our Father”: Biblical Reflections on the Lord’s Prayer. 
Steubenville, OH: Emmaus Road Pub., 2002. Print. Pg. 61.

(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator 
at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the Diaconate 
Program. An educator for 30 years, she is responsible for Professional Development 
Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her audi-
ences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 

4 - The
 Catholic Witness • September 15, 2017

The Catholic Witness
OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

Most Rev. Ronald W. Gainer: Publisher

Jennifer Reed: Managing Editor

Staff
Chris Heisey: Photojournalist

Susan Huntsberger:  
Circulation Coordinator and Administrative Assistant

The Catholic Witness (ISSN 0008-8447, USPS 557 120) is published biweekly 
except Christmas/New Year and July by the Harrisburg Catholic Publishing Association, 

4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA  17111 3710. Periodicals postage paid at 
Harrisburg, PA.

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to: 
The Catholic Witness, 4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA  17111-3710.

Telephone
717-657-4804 ext. 201

FAX
717-657-7673

Email: witness@hbgdiocese.org
Website: www.hbgdiocese.org

Yearly Subscriptions:
$8.17 per family, derived from 
diocesan revenues from the 
parishes. Other subscriptions: 
$12.00

Moving? Send us the address label 
from The Catholic Witness plus 
your NEW address including zip 
code +4. Please allow three weeks 
for the change.

The

CatholicWitness
The Newspaper of the Diocese of Harrisburg

Thoughts
from a Catholic  

Evangelist
Sister Geralyn 
Schmidt, SCC

Come & See
Catholic Charities’ Annual Benefit Dinner

Featuring Guest Speaker
Cardinal Edwin F. O’Brien,

Grand Master of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem

Monday, October 30, 2017
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

5 p.m. ~ Reception and Silent Auction
6 p.m. ~ Dinner by Two Gals Catering
7 p.m. ~ Remarks by Cardinal O’Brien

Various sponsorship levels available, beginning at $100 for one reservation.

All proceeds benefit the residential homes of 
Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Harrisburg:

~ Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families
~ Lourdeshouse Maternity Home for women and their babies

~ Evergreen House for women on the road to recovery

For additional information, and to RSVP by October 16,  
click on the events button at www.cchbg.org. 

Annulment  
Presentations Scheduled

The Tribunal of the Diocese of Harrisburg will offer presentations concerning divorce 
and annulments from the Catholic perspective in the coming months. These presenta-
tions will be helpful for divorced Catholics, divorced people who wish to marry Catho-
lics, parish leaders involved in the RCIA process and those who have a vested interested 
because of family or friends.

Presentations will include a question-and-answer session and an opportunity for pri-
vate conversation with Tribunal staff and representatives. For more information, call 
717-657-4804 or send an e-mail to tribunal@hbgdiocese.org.

The fall schedule is as follows:
• September 25 at 7 p.m. – St. Philip the Apostle Parish, Millersville
• November 13 at 7 p.m. – Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg
You may begin an annulment process online at www.hbgdiocese.org/tribunal. Click 

on Divorce and Remarriage, then on Beginning the Annulment Process. You may also 
begin the process by calling 717-657-4804, ext. 307, mornings only. 

Holy Family Radio
“The Lord is My Light” Pledge Drive
AM 720 WHYF Radio has announced the dates 

for its fall pledge drive, to be held Monday, Sept. 25 
through Friday, Sept. 29. Betty Girven, President of 
the Holy Family Radio that operates the independent 
Catholic station, said, “This pledge drive will be done 
using a completely new and different format. We are 
very excited to have listeners tune in for this new ap-
proach. We think that they are really going to like it.”  

Bishop Ronald Gainer will be featured as a special 
on-air guest on Tuesday, Sept. 26 from 9-10 a.m. The 
bishop is a longtime supporter of Catholic radio and the important role that it can play 
in spreading the truths of the faith. He serves on the station’s Board of Directors. The 
station also hopes to have local people on the air as well, offering testimonials regarding 
how the station has helped them on their faith journeys. Anyone who would like to offer 
a testimonial can send it to contact@720whyf.com or call 717-525-8110.  

AM 720 is the only Catholic radio station operating in the Diocese of Harrisburg. 
The station is supported by listener donations and has studios located at 8 W. Main St., 
Shiremanstown, PA 17011. It can be heard on the air, online 24/7 at www.720whyf.com 
and via an app. 
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Contact us at:
Holy Family Radio

Holy Family Radio, Inc.
is a non-profit lay organization

and a registered 501(c) (3) entity.

Look inside
for our complete

listening schedule!

Listen LIVE 24/7

 Listener Supported

GLOBAL CATHOLIC RADIO NETWORK

Covering
Central Pennsylvania

with

Listen LIVE 24/7

 

(mail)
PO Box 6028  Lancaster, PA  17607

(studio) 
8 West Main Street

Shiremanstown, PA  17011

or online at
www.yourholyfamilyradio.com

717.525.8110 tel

717.525.8137 fax
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

On a recent Thursday morning at the Shining Light 
Thrift Shop in midtown Harrisburg, staff member Gail 
Kline leaned across the front counter and discreetly told 
an impoverished customer at the cash register that he 
would be receiving a 90 percent discount on his items.

“Really?” the man inquired.
Mrs. Kline confirmed, as an expression of gratitude 

crept across the man’s face.
Among its various outreach efforts, the thrift shop of-

fers 50 percent and 90 percent discounts to customers 
based on income eligibility guidelines.

“This is why we are here. Our mission is to provide 
service to people in need,” said its founder and current 
volunteer, Connie Hanna.

An outreach ministry of the Cathedral Parish of St. Pat-
rick in Harrisburg, the Shining Light Thrift Shop is cel-
ebrating its 25th anniversary this month, marking a mile-
stone of serving disadvantaged individuals with free or 
low-cost clothing, domestics and personal care items.

    Love of Neighbor
More than 1,000 impoverished people each year seek 

the services of the Shining Light Thrift Shop, located at 
1310 North 3rd Street, just across from Harrisburg’s Broad 
Street Market. They are men and women recently released 
from prison, people residing at local shelters, and clients 
of area agencies that serve the disadvantaged.

As a 501(c)3 organization, the thrift shop partners with 
44 local agencies, shelters and churches that refer people 
to its Free Client Program. This program allows individu-
als to receive from the shop approximately $175 worth of 
free clothing and personal care items over a six-month pe-
riod. Items include shirts, pants, footwear, a suit or dress, 
a coat, underwear and socks, as well as combs, deodorant, 
a toothbrush and toothpaste, hats, gloves and scarves.

The Free Client Program spans a six-month period for 
each individual so that they can be sure to receive the 
items they need and clothing that meets their size and 
style, noted Nancy Moran, Shining Light Thrift Shop’s 
Board President.

Among the 44 agencies that refer to the Free Client 
Program are the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families, 
Lourdeshouse Maternity Services and Evergreen House 
for women on the road to recovery, as well as 16 Catholic 
parishes on Harrisburg’s east and west shores.

The thrift shop also offers a Free Outfit Program to peo-
ple who are referred from Downtown Daily Bread and the 
Case Management Unit, providing them with a shirt and 
a pair of shorts or pants. Homeless people who come to 
the shop are also provided with a free outfit. Those who 
do not come to the shop through agency referrals are en-
couraged to fill out paperwork for the 50 percent and 90 
percent discounts on store merchandise.

The staff and volunteers understand their mission as 
one of practicing the Corporal Work of Mercy of clothing 
the naked.

“We are constantly reminded that Jesus is here with us, 
in those we serve,” said Mrs. Moran, who has been part of 
the thrift shop’s ministry since 2009.

“Many of the people coming here for assistance are ad-
dicted to drugs or alcohol, or are overcoming that addic-
tion. Others are just out of prison and have nothing but 
the clothes on their backs,” said Mrs. Hanna. “Sometimes 
they are angry and frustrated, and sometimes they can be 
difficult. But you ignore all that and see the face of God in 
everyone who walks in here.”

Shining Light Thrift Shop’s 25th Anniversary
Cathedral Parish Outreach is Corporal Work of Mercy
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Shining Light Thrift Shop staff and volunteers gather around one of the racks filled 
with quality items. From left are Mario Rodriguez, Marge Parise, Nancy Moran, 
Connie Hanna, Anna Pruett and Gail Kline.

A crucifix above the door of the Shining Light Thrift Shop is seen as shoppers peruse the items there.

The exterior of the thrift shop, located at 1310 North 
3rd Street, just across from Harrisburg’s Broad Street 
Market.

Shop, Donate, Volunteer
The Shining Light Thrift Shop

1310 North 3rd Street, Harrisburg PA, 17102
Hours are Wednesday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

717-234-2436

Special 25% off merchandise in September
in celebration of the 25th anniversary

Most needed: Men’s clothing, especially shoes, 
blue jeans and belts; men’s, women’s and children’s 

underwear, winter hats, gloves, gently used furniture, 
umbrellas, jewelry, collectibles, small appliances, 
electronics, VCRs/DVD players, flat screen TVs

To serve as a shop volunteer, to offer monetary 
donations, or to donate items, contact:

Gail Kline, 717-234-2436

Time, Talent and Treasure
The thrift shop depends on the time, talent and treasure 

of its volunteers, donors and shoppers to support its ef-
forts.

“We have to support our infrastructure of three part-
time staff and more than 40 volunteers, and pay the rent 
to keep our mission going,” Mrs. Moran said.

“We need donations, we 
need volunteers, and we 
need people to come in 
and make purchases,” she 
urged.

Shop volunteers receive, 
unpack and sort items, and 
arrange them in the shop. 
Others donate their time 
to pick up and deliver do-
nated furniture, or coordi-
nate drives at their church, 
school or organization to 
collect items or funds for 
the shop.

The biggest needs are 
for blue jeans, underwear, 
men’s wallets and winter 
hats and gloves, as well as 
cash donations so that the 
shop can purchase them.

The shop is also seeking 
volunteers who can serve 
on a regular basis, and peo-

ple who can work with local businesses to secure items 
like umbrellas, slightly used or lightly damaged furni-
ture, or unused t-shirts from fundraising events.

 Mrs. Hanna pointed to a recent drive by the Knights 
of Columbus at St. Matthew Parish in Dauphin that col-
lected 500 pairs of new underwear for thrift shop clients 
in need.

Continuing the Mission
The roots of the Shining Light Thrift Shop stem from a 

clothing drive for a family displaced by a fire in the early 
1990s.

Mrs. Hanna, who was a member of the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society at the Cathedral Parish, remembers thinking 
during that clothing drive, “How do I know what kind of 
clothing they would like? Wouldn’t it be nice if we had a 
place where people could select the colors and styles and 
sizes they want?”

The idea for the thrift shop was generated, and it was 
established on Sept. 9, 1992. The society held a fund-
raiser to establish seed money, and soon moved into its 
original location on Locust Street in downtown Harris-
burg. It took on the title of Shining Light Thrift Shop at 
the suggestion of one of the members of the St. Vincent 
de Paul Society.

“Throughout our years – 7 on Locust Street and 18 here 
on Third Street – we’ve been supported by the commu-
nity, the generosity of people, and by our pastors,” Mrs. 
Hanna remarked. Those priests are Msgr. Richard Youtz, 
Msgr. William Richardson, Father Thomas Rozman and 
the current pastor, Father Joshua Brommer.

The Thrift Shop’s location has changed since its incep-
tion, and so have the faces of its clients and customers, 
but the mission has remained the same – serve the disad-
vantaged of the community with free or low-cost clothing 
and domestic items, and shine a beacon of light on Jesus’ 
mandate to serve the least of our brothers and sisters.

“We are proud that we are a ministry of the Cathedral 
Parish, and of being a work of the Church,” Mrs. Moran 
said. “Our good name carries forth into the community, 
and the people who come here for assistance, to shop or 
to donate and volunteer do so because they recognize that 
this is an important ministry - and we are grateful.”
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general secretary of the U.S. Confer-
ence of Catholic Bishops.

In addition, the Knights of Colum-
bus has raised more than $1.3 million 
to help recovery efforts in Texas.

Funds have been used to provide 
food and shelter for residents in Hous-
ton and surrounding communities, 
Corpus Christi, Beaumont and Ingle-
side.

“We have seen incredible generos-
ity from our members, and we invite 
others to join us in providing aid that 
is urgently needed,” Carl Anderson, 
Knights’ CEO, said in a statement. 
“The funds we raise will make a real 
difference in the lives of those already 

Harvey Help
Continued from 1

Catholic News Service

A weakened Hurricane Irma churned 
in Florida earlier this week after ripping 
through southern portions of the state and 
the Caribbean islands, flooding cities, 
knocking out power to millions, destroy-
ing homes and businesses and killing more 
than 20 people. 

The massive hurricane, which dwindled 
to a tropical storm as it neared the Florida-
Georgia line early Sept. 11, was forecast 
to die out over southern states later in the 
following days. Officials in Florida and 
across the Caribbean, meanwhile, started 
to dig out and evaluate the full scope of the 
disaster Irma left behind.

The strength and size of the storm, with 
120-plus mph winds stretching 70 miles 
from its core, left hardly any place near its 
path untouched. It leveled entire islands 
in the eastern Caribbean, snapped con-
struction cranes in downtown Miami, and 
brought unprecedented flooding on Cuba’s 
north coast. 

“The hurricane has caused serious dam-
age in the towns, villages and farms of the 
north coast of our island, from Camaguey 
to Havana,”’ said Maritza Sanchez, direc-
tor of Caritas Cuba. “Flooding was caused 
by hurricane force winds and rains all the 
way from Camaguey to Santa Clara in the 
middle of the country, reaching as far as 
Matanzas and Havana along the northwest 
coast.”

By the evening on Sept. 10, roughly 5.7 
million Florida residents were left without 
power. Aerial footage showed large swaths 
of cities like Miami and Naples, on the 
Gulf Coast, under water. State officials had 
ordered 6.3 million of the state’s approxi-
mately 21 million residents to evacuate; 
many headed north to stay with relatives. 

“Millions of Floridians are being im-
pacted by this storm,” Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott said during a news conference Sept. 
10. 

Earlier, the president of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops called for 
prayers for all those in the path of Hur-
ricane Irma.

Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galves-
ton-Houston, whose diocese was hit by 
flooding from Hurricane Harvey, noted 
that people in the Caribbean had “felt 
Hurricane Irma’s full force.”

“Let us join in prayer for those who are 
in the path of Hurricane Irma, and may 
God bless and protect you,”’ he said in 
a statement Sept. 9. “At a time like this, 
when our endurance is tested, we implore 
God to direct us to yet unknown reserves 
of strength and human compassion for 

affected and those who are bracing for 
the worst.”

Catholic Charities USA’s Mobile 
Response Center vehicle, filled with 
emergency supplies, arrived in Texas 
from the agency’s headquarters in Al-
exandria, Virginia, and will remain in 
the state to assist local Catholic Chari-
ties agencies.

Diocesan Catholic Charities agen-
cies have been hard at work in recov-
ery efforts, trying to address difficul-
ties as they arise.

In Houston, which has received the 
lion’s share of attention, there have 
been huge problems finding tempo-
rary housing. Apartments are flooded 
and hotels are not accepting payments 
from the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency. On top of that, the city 
is getting ready to shut down shelters.

In Victoria, relief efforts are just get-
ting started, as Catholic Charities is 
trying to find a building to convert into 
a distribution center. Cleaning supplies 
are still needed to cope with the after-
math of flooding.

While most volunteers want to go to 
southeast Texas, which suffered signif-
icant damage, five counties in the Dio-
cese of Austin were also hit by Har-
vey. Catholic Charities personnel have 
gone door-to-door to hotels in Bryan 
and College Station trying to find dis-
placed people, then connecting them to 
United Way, as hotels in the area are 
full due to the college football season. 

In Corpus Christi, Catholic Chari-
ties USA workers are on the ground 
with people and resources. The biggest 
challenges they face include trying to 
find places to store donated supplies 

and relocating residents with no af-
fordable housing available.        

Trucks are a big issue in Beaumont 
and San Antonio. In Beaumont, six 
18-wheelers arrived fully loaded with 
donations, and up to 100 volunteers 
stayed until 2 a.m. on Sept. 5 to unload 
them.

Beaumont’s water supply has re-
mained sketchy since the storm. Wa-
ter service has not been restored to 
all areas and those who do have water 
must boil it first. With flooding still an 
issue, supply routes change daily and 
Catholic Charities faces the challenge 
of getting donations to the right places. 
They are also setting up food service 
for volunteers and survivors and look-
ing for vehicles to deliver donations to 
outlying areas.

Irma Leaves Path of  
Destruction in Caribbean, Florida

those suffering so deeply. May our mani-
festations of love and solidarity be lasting 
signs in the midst of this crisis.”

The cardinal noted that, as with Harvey, 
the bishops’ conference would work with 
local dioceses, Catholic relief agencies 
and other groups to offer assistance.

The storm had already left a path of de-
struction in the Caribbean. Disaster risk 
analyst Center for Disaster Management 
and Risk Reduction Technology, based in 
Germany, estimated more than $10 billion 
in damages in the Caribbean, making it 
the costliest storm ever in the region. 

The Netherlands estimated that 70 per-
cent of the houses on St. Martin were bad-
ly damaged or destroyed. That left 40,000 
people in public shelters as Hurricane Jose 
approached.

The Pentagon mobilized the military to 
respond to the U.S. Virgin Islands, where 
at least four people died and devastation 
was widespread. 

“This is a horrific disaster,” Gov. Ken-
neth Mapp said Sept. 9. “There will be 
no restorations or solutions in days or 
weeks.”

In Antigua and Barbuda, Arthur Nibbs, 
minister of Barbuda Affairs who was on 
Barbuda when Irma hit, said it was the 
worst storm he’d ever seen.

“It was enormous. There’s nothing that 
is comparable. It destroyed everything 
that was in its path,” he said.

Nibbs said roofs were torn away, trees 
were toppled, government buildings were 
destroyed, and cell towers were snapped 
in half, leaving the small island of about 
1,600 people without any form of com-
munication.

Officials scrambled to evacuate the is-
land before the arrival of Hurricane Jose. 
The category 4 storm veered north of Bar-
buda, sparing it from a second direct hit.

CNS/JEAN MARC HERVE, ABELARD, EPA
People walk in floodwater caused by Hurricane Irma in Romeo Et Malfety, Haiti, 
Sept. 8. 

CNS/STEPHEN YANG, REUTERS
A destroyed mobile home is seen Sept. 11 after the passing of Hurricane Irma in Naples, Fla.
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By James Ramos 
Catholic News Service

The 22nd week in ordinary time of the 
church’s liturgical year has been no ordi-
nary time for Father Martin Eke, a Mis-
sionary of St. Paul, or his parish, St. Fran-
cis of Assisi Catholic Church in Houston.

“Ever since the rain started ... my life has 
never been busier,” Father Eke said Sept. 
6.

The parish and its school, which serves 
a vibrant African-American Catholic com-
munity in northeast Houston, were cov-
ered in at least 4 feet of water from Hur-
ricane Harvey rains and rising water from 
a flooded nearby bayou.

As the storm approached Houston, Fa-
ther Eke kept vigil in prayer, watching the 
waters rise from his rectory window. A St. 
Francis of Assisi statue in a nearby prayer 
garden was his measure of the flood. As 
soon as the water reached the statue’s 
waist, Father Eke pushed through the wa-
ter to the church to save what he could.

When the church’s lights went out, he 
waded to the rectory through rushing wa-
ter for a flashlight, and then went back to 
save more church property. But when he 
saw more water inside the church, he knew 
he had to leave. In less than an hour, the 
water had risen above his waist.

Even “the door [to exit] was difficult to 
open,” Father Eke said. “The water was 
rushing so fast,” flooding into the church. 
At that point, all he could do was wait out 
the storm in his home.

Then, “I could do nothing but pray,” he 
said, describing the rectory as “a ship on 
a high sea.” In the end, the rectory was 
just one of two parish buildings that didn’t 
flood.

A few dozen yards away from the rec-
tory, floodwater rushed into the St. Francis 
of Assisi Catholic School’s library, science 
lab and gymnasium, where dozens of the 

By Gregory A. Shemitz 
Catholic News Service

The parish hall at St. Mary of the Isle 
Church on the South Shore of Long Is-
land, N.Y., was a beehive of activity Sept. 
2 as an army of volunteers packed canned 
food, baby formula, flashlights, cleaning 
products and an assortment of other relief 
supplies into corrugated boxes for the vic-
tims of Hurricane Harvey.

Outside the beige brick building, the 
activity was equally fast-paced as other 
volunteers stacked and secured the boxed 
supplies – along with cases of bottled wa-
ter, bags of pet food and other items – onto 
wood pallets that were loaded by forklift 
into the rear of a tractor-trailer. The big 
rig was one of five needed to transport the 
several tons of donated goods 1,700 miles 
to southeast Texas.

The massive relief operation was con-
ducted by residents of Long Beach, a bar-
rier island that has largely recovered after 
being battered by Superstorm Sandy five 
years ago.

“We’re returning the favor,” said Father 
Brian Barr, the pastor at St. Mary’s, a par-
ish in a tightknit community that had been 
on the receiving end of much-needed aid 
from other parts of the country follow-
ing Sandy’s catastrophic blow in October 
2012. 

“There’s a logical desire to pay back,” 
he added. “Strangers were there for us, so 
we’re now there for them.”

The sight of people and supplies filling 
the parish hall stirred up memories for Fa-
ther Barr, who had begun his assignment 
at St. Mary’s just two weeks before the ar-
rival of Sandy.

“In the early weeks after Sandy, the 
hall looked a lot like it looks today,” the 
52-year-old priest told Catholic News Ser-
vice. “It was a triage center for supplies: 

water, blankets, food, clothing, tools, bat-
teries and so on ... There was an incredible 
amount of action and activity.”

Back then, the auditorium also doubled 
as a worship space for Mass after 1 and 
a half feet of surging water flooded the 
parish church, ruining the floor, interior 
walls, pews, organ and sound system. It 
took 10 months to repair and renovate the 
structure.

“People in Long Beach watched the 
news images [from Houston] through 
a very different lens,” said Father Barr. 
“What’s going on in Texas is far worse 
than here, but it was pretty bad here ... We 
know what they’re going through.”

Tim Kramer, 50, owner of a local auto 
leasing and sales company, and his wife 
Christina, 42, a professional photogra-
pher, are spearheading the Harvey relief 
efforts in Long Beach. 

Like most community residents, the 
Kramers experienced the emotional tri-
als and tribulations of Sandy and its af-
termath. None was more frightening 
than when the younger of their two sons, 
2-year-old Chase, had a near-fatal febrile 
seizure after coming in contact with con-
taminated water. 

“Everybody in Long Beach was affect-
ed by Sandy in one way or another,” Tim 
Kramer said. “We had 28 inches of water 
in our basement. There was no electricity, 
no gas. You couldn’t bathe. You had to 
cook on a camping stove. You couldn’t do 
laundry. It was very tough.”

Kramer felt an instant connection to the 
people of Houston while following news 
reports on Aug. 27. The images document-
ing Harvey’s destruction compelled him to 
organize a local relief effort the next day. 
After receiving permission from Father 
Barr to use the parish hall as a staging area 
for the anticipated donations, he recruited 
his wife to promote the cause via social 

Parish Life Still Thrives at Flood-Damaged Houston Church

N.Y. Parish Hit by Hurricane Sandy Conducts Harvey Relief to ‘Pay Back’

school’s basketball team uniforms, sports 
equipment and treasured championship 
trophies became drenched in muddy water.

When the water receded, parishioners 
came to help salvage what they could.

It wasn’t until after the muck work – the 
exhausting process of cleaning and demol-
ishing damaged property after floods – that 
Ronald Berard, longtime volunteer basket-
ball coach and parish acolyte, could finally 
look at the gym’s damage more closely.

“No matter how much washing you do, 
I would never let my team wear uniforms 
that had been in so much mold,” Berard 
said, visibly stunned. “They’re a total 
loss.”

Almost hesitant to continue, he found 
his gym floors, installed only five years 
ago, in pieces. Water still pooled under the 
vinyl floors, as he navigated piles of equip-

ment, chairs and kitchen appliances inside 
the gym.

In the science lab, library and school 
office, the concrete walls survived most 
of the flood, but the floors and countless 
teaching equipment and resources did not. 
Broken glass showed where looters broke 
into classrooms during the storm. Next to 
the school playground outside, shelving, 
furniture and debris splayed out in the sun.

After Harvey, the students were trans-
ferred to a nearby Catholic school to begin 
the school year, again. Most schools had 
just started classes, when Harvey’s floods 
interrupted hundreds of schools in the re-
gion for weeks.

In the parish office, formerly the convent 
for the Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate 
Word who helped found the school, there 
was a gaping hole in the ceiling, mold on 

the walls and water bubbling up from be-
low floor tiles.

More than a week after Harvey’s wake, 
Father Eke made sure that St. Francis of 
Assisi parish life continued.

“We are running, no matter how small it 
is, we are running,” he said.

Parishioners still meet for regularly 
scheduled parish activities inside the St. 
Josephine Bakhita Center, a trailer high 
enough to avoid the flood. The Bakhita 
Center, which honors the African saint 
who survived slavery and became a reli-
gious sister, is now home to morning Mass 
and adoration, a choir room, parish prayer 
groups and the parish office.

Work crews made quick work across the 
parish grounds, a scene replicated tens of 
thousands of times across the Texas Gulf 
Coast. Darwin Soares Jr., a Brazilian who 
currently lives in Orlando, Florida, and has 
been helping to clear the parish grounds, 
said coming to the Houston church was a 
blessing.

“Some people come for money, but I 
come with my heart. I can work in hotels, 
houses, but a church? It’s special. Even if 
I have to work for free, I will. When I saw 
what was happening, I knew I had to come 
help.”

Recalling his experiences of celebrat-
ing outdoor Masses in Africa, Father Eke 
encouraged parishioners who could safely 
get to the parish to attend an outdoor Mass 
Sept. 3.

“Bring your own chairs and I will bring 
the altar,” Father Eke said.

In his homily, he urged parishioners to 
remain firm in their faith amid the chal-
lenges they were facing.

“It is such a time like this that genuine 
faith, love and generosity are put to test. 
Let no one walk away. Let no one be dis-
couraged,” he said. “This situation can 
only, temporarily, slow us down but will 
not stop us.”

media. She also created a crowdfund-
ing website to help finance their efforts. 
Kramer said a friend in the trucking busi-
ness helped him secure tractor-trailers, 
drivers and fuel at a significant “family 
discount.”

The response from the community was 
swift and overwhelming. During a five-day 
period, more than $1 million in relief sup-
plies and gift cards arrived at St. Mary’s 
Church and about 300 people showed up 
to organize and box the supplies that came 
to the parish hall from across Long Island 
and other parts of the state.

“I never could’ve dreamt that this would 
be the end result,” he said. “Never in a 
million years.

“Everyone wants to help. I just provided 
a way to do it,” he said.

The relief effort will continue and 
Kramer and his wife along with other 
volunteers plan to fly to Texas to directly 
distribute $25 gift cards to people in need. 
To date, more than $40,000 in gift cards 
have been donated. A Christmas toy drive 
is also being considered. 

Citing the “great spirit” of Long Beach 
and the “reality of what happened here five 
years ago,” Father Barr said the response 
of the community to assist people of Texas 
was not unexpected, though the scope of 
the generosity “stunned” him. 

“Because of the [Sandy] experience, 
there’s an instinctive reaction to step up 
and help,” he said. “Our faith tells us the 
same thing. What these people are doing is 
exactly what Jesus challenged us to do, to 
reach out to those in need.”

CNS/GREGORY A. SHEMITZ
Volunteers are seen Sept. 2 at St. Mary of the Isle Church in Long Beach, N.Y., as 
they prepare boxes of relief supplies that were to be delivered by tractor-trailer to 
the victims of Hurricane Harvey in Houston. 

Father Martin Eke,  
pastor of St. Francis of  
Assisi Church in Houston, 
recovers a statue of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe Sept. 6 
that was severely damaged 
from the floodwaters of 
Tropical Storm Harvey. The 
parish is home to a large 
African-American  
community in the  
Archdiocese of  
Galveston-Houston. 
CNS/BOB ROLLER
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as the principal celebrant and homilist, 
and area priests as concelebrants.

 Following the longstanding tradition 
of the schools’ Prayer Partners pro-
gram, older students and younger ones 
shared hymnals and prayed together 
during Mass, and listened as the bishop 
spoke of their school’s patron, whom 
he first encountered while studying as 
a priest in Rome in the 1980s.

“Very often, I celebrated Mass for 
the Missionaries of Charity, and many 
times Mother Teresa would be there 
in Rome visiting her Sisters,”  Bishop 
Gainer relayed. “She would always 
say to me after Mass, ‘Thank you for 
bringing Jesus to my Sisters.’

“What an honor it was to be in the 
presence of a living saint,” the bishop 
said. “How amazing and truly a great 
woman your patron saint is.”

“I hope this new school is a place 

St. Teresa of Calcutta School
Continued from 1

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Bishop Ronald Gainer and area clergy concelebrate the Liturgy of the Eucharist for the students and faculty of St. Teresa of Calcutta School.

where we are all drawn to Jesus – a 
place where Jesus is brought to us and 
where we find his will for us,” Bishop 
Gainer told the students and educators.

St. Teresa of Calcutta School was 
established as a result of a grassroots 
study by parents, administrators and 
pastors of the Adams Deanery in 
examining ways of strengthening 
Catholic education relative to current 
demographics there.

“The population in Catholic schools 
here has diminished over the years, 
so coming together as one became 
a great benefit,” said Father Charles 
Persing, executive pastor of the 
school.

The consolidation of schools “has 
already been proven throughout our 
diocese to work, and to work well,” 
he told The Catholic Witness. “We 
need to continue the quality education 
that these three schools have provided 
over the past 100-plus years.”

Above: Prayer Partners share a hymnal as the school’s opening Mass 
begins.
Left: Altar server Chase Hoffman lights candles prior to the start of the 
schoolwide liturgy Sept. 5.

A flame dances as altar server Elizabeth Smith lights the candles at Annunication 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in McSherrystown.

More ST. TERESA OF CALCUTTA SCHOOL, 
page 9

He commended the administrators, 
faculty and members of the school’s 
various organizations who worked to 
establish tuition and uniform policy, 
logos, school colors and the mascot 

– the Crusaders – so that the school 
could hit the ground running when it 
opened its doors a few weeks ago.
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Community members shared vital 
input too via surveys and planning 
sessions, making St. Teresa of Calcutta 
School a united effort.

“It was wonderful to see the faculty 
members support one another through 
the transition,” said Father Persing. 
Some of them, he noted, moved to a 
different room or building after teach-
ing some 30 years in the same class-
room.

“This is a new beginning for every-
one, and they’ve been joyful in it,” he 
said.

Patricia Foltz, principal, echoed 
those sentiments. 

“They’re already sharing ideas, and 
that’s helping their professional devel-
opment. They’re excited that they’re 
not teaching a grade alone anymore, 
and that they have a team of teachers 
at each grade level,” she said. “We 
have faculty who are willing to go the 
extra mile for each other and for their 
students, and I couldn’t ask for a better 
group.”

That attitude and outlook is shared 
by the students as well.

“They’ve been so very happy. I’ve 
let them know that whatever concerns 
come up for them, they can come 
talk to me,” said Mrs. Foltz, who had 
served as principal at Annunciation 
School for the past two years.

“Their voice is important, and this is 
their school. Jesus is our model, and he 
is who we follow in everything we do.”

Continued from 8
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Tuition Assistance and Scholarships are available. Each school can work with parents on
need-based and merit-based opportunities available to help to reduce tuition costs.

Catholic Schools are accredited and have a proven record of academic excellence.

Over 98% of our students graduate from High School and are offered over $40 million
in college scholarships.

Learn More at a Catholic School Near You!
Find a school at www.GoCatholicSchools.org

forts the school will make in STEM and 
STREAM (science, technology, reli-
gion, engineering, arts and mathemat-
ics) education. 

“It’s always been a part of the cur-
riculum here in the deanery, and we’re 
working on establishing those founda-
tions now at the earliest grade levels 
so that students will be ready as they 
progress into middle school and high 
school,” she said.

As St. Teresa of Calcutta School 
ventures into a new chapter in Catholic 
school education, Mrs. Foltz remarked 
that the Mass was the perfect start.

“Everything we do is about relation-
ship, and that centers on our relation-
ship with Jesus,” she said. “We turn to 
St. Teresa’s quote, ‘Faith in action is 
love. And love in action is service.’”

In his remarks at the school’s opening 
Mass, Father Persing emphasized the 
vision that parents, religious men and 
women, pastors and faculty had when 
each of the three original schools were 
founded – that each student learn and 
use that knowledge to become “Doers 
of the Word” – the motto that would 
become the maxim for Delone Catholic 
High School in McSherrystown.

“All was done by entrusting their vi-
sion to the Holy Spirit,” Father Persing 
said. “It is the Holy Spirit who contin-
ues to guide us into this new chapter 
of Catholic education in the Adams 
Deanery.”

(St. Teresa of Calcutta School is now 
enrolling students in grades K-8. Visit 
http://stck8school.org/ or call the Cone-
wago Campus (grades K-3) at 717-632-
8715 or the McSherrystown Campus 
(grades 4-8) at 717-637-3135.)

Bishop Ronald Gainer and Patricia Foltz, principal, discuss hopes and plans for 
the newly-formed school.

Natalie Rizzuto is the associate 
principal, overseeing grades K-3 at the 
Conewago Campus.

“We’re working to take a Christ-
centered approach, and are using the 
model of St. Teresa as an ordinary and 

modern-day person who did extraordi-
nary things,” she said.

Formerly a teacher at St. Joseph 
School in Mechanicsburg and St. Rose 
of Lima School in Thomasville, Miss 
Rizzuto also spoke of the continued ef-

Haylee Gentzler-Reese lends her voice to the choir during the schoolwide Mass.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Julianna Donahue follows the lead of the school’s choir director for the opening 
liturgy.
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The Conewago District CCW Invites You to the 

Annual Harrisburg  
Diocesan Marian Day

October 21 • St. Joseph Parish
5125 Grandview Rd., Hanover

• 9 a.m. registration
• 10 a.m. Scriptural Rosary

• 10:30 a.m. Mass, with Father Joseph Gotwalt, celebrant and homilist
• 12 p.m. Luncheon

Please register in advance with Harriet Glass
717-677-4303

P.O. Box 425, Arendtsville, PA 17303
hrglass@embarqmail.com

Registration deadline is Oct. 7
Registration fee is $10. Make checks payable to Conewago District CCW. 

Want a Happier,  
More Fulfilling Marriage?

This fall, turn over an exciting new leaf with your 
spouse by attending Worldwide Marriage Encounter (WME)!

Friday evening, Sept. 29, to Sunday, Oct. 1 • Hampton Inn, Mechanicsburg

WME is a weekend dedicated to your marriage, helping husbands and wives to commu-
nicate more fully, renew their romance, and bring themselves closer to God and to each 
other. Led by seasoned leaders who have experienced the magic of a WME weekend, the 
retreat provides a peaceful environment for couples to spend time together away from the 
distractions and tensions of everyday life, while encouraging them to focus on each other 
and their relationship. Rediscover the best friend that you had on your wedding day!

The program is under the auspices of the Diocesan Office of Marriage and Family 
Ministry.

Early registration is advisable as space is limited. For more information or to register, 
please go to www.yourmarriageisworthit.org or call 412-635-7775. 

By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

In 2009 and 2011, Lancaster Catholic won PIAA state championships in Class AA with many unfor-
gettable moments seared into the Crusaders’ faithful memories. But in the half dozen seasons since, 
the Crusaders have struggled in their climb back up to that lofty playoff perch. 

After playing in Section One and Two of the Lancaster-Lebanon League during those years, the 
Crusaders returned to Section Three last season, where schools more their size compete. For nearly a 
decade, Lancaster Catholic dominated in league play before their move up. 

In their season opener on the road against the Lions of Camp Hill on Sept. 1, Lancaster Catholic 
lost 21-14 in a competitive game with the difference being a couple of big plays that did not go the 
Crusaders’ way. 

Those big plays were made by Camp Hill’s Zach Kuntz, a 6-foot-8 standout wide receiver commit-
ted to playing his college football at Penn State. In fact, the Nittany Lions’ head coach, James Franklin, 
was prowling the sidelines watching his future Big Ten game changer. 

The Crusaders were never able to get enough pressure on the quarterback to prevent Kuntz from 
pulling in some homerun balls which led to all three of their scores. And Lancaster Catholic, clearly a 
team that likes to run the football, was inconsistent in moving the ball on the ground to keep the Lions’ 
big strike offense off the field. Expect the Crusaders to fair well in L-L league play as they season their 
starting sophomore quarterback, Gavin Sullivan.

Crusaders  
Making the Climb

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Camp Hill’s Zach Kuntz climbs to haul in a catch as  
Lancaster Catholic’s Luke Miller makes the tackle.

Crusaders linebacker Nate Bryson delivers a big hit to jar the ball loose from a 
Camp Hill receiver. 

Quincy Clark, co-captain and speedy running back, gets the corner against Camp 
Hill.

Emmy®-award winning creative pro-
fessional and Radiance Foundation co-
founder Ryan Bomberger will be the key-
note speaker at the 2017 Celebrate Life 
Banquet, to be held at 6 p.m. on Thursday, 
Sept. 28 at the Hotel Radisson Harrisburg 
in Camp Hill.  

Ryan refers to himself as part of the one 
percent used to justify abortion 100% of 
the time. His birth mother was raped, yet 
lovingly chose to continue her pregnancy 
and place him for adoption. He was adopt-
ed by a loving Lancaster County Christian 
couple at six weeks of age and raised in a 
multi-racial house with six brothers and six 

sisters (ten of whom were also adopted).  
Ryan went on to graduate from Messiah 

College, marry his wife Bethany, and adopt 
two children. In 2009, Ryan and Bethany 
founded the Radiance Foundation to illu-
minate hope-inducing, life-transforming 
truth. Through the Radiance Foundation, 
Ryan has been a leader in the national ef-
forts to expose and defund Planned Parent-
hood and share the truth that every life has 
value and purpose. 

In addition to the keynote address by 
Ryan Bomberger, the banquet will feature 
other pro-life heroes. Rachel’s Vineyard 
founder Dr. Theresa Burke will receive 

the 2017 Pennsylvania Pro-Life Leader-
ship Award for her leadership in bringing 
post-abortion healing to women and men 
suffering from the trauma of abortion. Dr. 
Burke has grown Rachel’s Vineyard from 
its foundation with four offices in Philadel-
phia to an international organization in 80 
countries with programs translated into 37 
languages. The Reverend Dr. Herbert H. 
Lusk II, who founded the Hope Pregnancy 
Center in Philadelphia and is dedicated to 
ending the Black genocide of abortion, 
will receive the 2017 Pennsylvania Pro-
Life Lifetime Achievement Award.

Ryan has written a book entitled “Not 

Equal: Civil Rights Gone Wrong,” in 
which he tackles the issues of abortion, 
adoption, and Planned Parenthood, among 
others. He recently shared his passion for 
the right to life at the 2017 March for Life 
and at the National Right to Life Conven-
tion.

The Celebrate Life Banquet benefits the 
life-saving work of the Pennsylvania Pro-
Life Federation Education Fund, a 501(c)
(3) organization that is the state affiliate 
of the National Right to Life Committee. 
Everyone is invited to reserve seats and 
sponsorships at http://www.paprolife.org/
state-events or by calling 717-541-0034.

Renowned Pro-Life Leader to Keynote Pro-Life Banquet
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Respect Life Sunday is October 1

        Lead
All Souls to Heaven

Mary’s
Message to Us
from Fatima

CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF HARRISBURG

CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN
OCTOBER 14, 2017

BISHOP McDEVITT HIGH SCHOOL
FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE E-MAIL JGONTIS@HBGDIOCESE.ORG — CALL 717-657-4804 — VISIT: WWW.HBGDIOCESE.ORG/WOMEN

Diocese of Harrisburg Women’s Conference
October 14, 2017

Bishop McDevitt High School, Harrisburg
Keynote Speaker, Susan Brinkmann, OCDS

Speaker, Women of Grace Staff Writer and Journalist
Principal Celebrant for Holy Mass, Bishop Ronald Gainer 

Conference includes keynote address, workshop sessions, Confession,  
Eucharistic Adoration, praise and worship, Holy Mass and fellowship.

Visit www.hbgdiocese.org/women or register via parish flyers.
For information, contact Jim Gontis at 717-657-4804, ext. 227, or  

jgontis@hbgdiocese.org.

Holy Hours for Life
The following is a listing, provided by the Diocesan Office 

of Family and Respect Life Ministries, of parishes that will 
be holding a Holy Hour for Life on Respect Life Sunday, 
Oct. 1.

Berwick – Immaculate Conception BVM, 1 p.m.
Blue Ridge Summit – St. Rita, 12 p.m.
Camp Hill – Good Shepherd, 12:30 p.m.
Coal Township – Our Lady of Hope, 10 a.m.
Columbia – St. Peter, 11:30 a.m.
Danville – St. Joseph, 11:30 a.m.
Doylesburg – Our Lady of Refuge, 4 p.m.
Ephrata – Our Mother of Perpetual Help, 1 p.m.
Fairfield – Immaculate Conception BVM at 12 p.m.
Hanover – St. Joseph, 3 p.m.
Hanover – St. Vincent de Paul, 8:30 a.m.
Harrisburg – Cathedral Parish of St. Patrick, 10:30 a.m.
Harrisburg – Holy Name of Jesus, 3 p.m.
Hershey – St. Joan of Arc, 3 p.m.
Lancaster – St. Anthony of Padua, 11:30 a.m.

Mechanicsburg – St. Katharine Drexel, 12:15-7 p.m.
Millersburg – Queen of Peace, 9:30 a.m.

Orrtanna – St. Ignatius Loyola, 11:30 a.m.
Rohrerstown – St. Leo the Great, 1 p.m.
Selinsgrove – St. Pius X, 4 p.m.
Shippensburg – Our Lady of the Visitation, 12 p.m.
Steelton – Prince of Peace, 11:30 a.m.
Sunbury – St. Monica, 3 p.m.
Trevorton – St. Patrick, 8 a.m.
Waynesboro – St. Andrew the Apostle, 12 p.m.
York – St. Joseph, 6 p.m.
York – St. Rose of Lima, 9 a.m.
** Other Dates and Times during Respect Life Month
• Chambersburg – Corpus Christi, Oct. 24 at 6:30 p.m.
• Dauphin – St. Matthew the Apostle, Oct. 
6 at 7 p.m.
• Mercersburg – St. Luke the Evangelist Mission, 
Oct. 5 at 6 p.m.
• New Holland – Our Lady of Lourdes, Oct. 2 and Oct. 6 
at 9:30 a.m.

Rachel’s Vineyard Weekend  
Retreat for Healing after Abortion

Rachel’s Vineyard weekends are for healing after an abortion. Weekend retreats 
are offered throughout the year in locations across the United States and Canada, 
with additional sites around the world. Rachel’s Vineyard is a ministry of Priests 
for Life. 

In the Diocese of Harrisburg, a retreat will be offered Dec. 1-3.
The program is an opportunity to examine your abortion experience, identify the 

ways that the loss has impacted you in the past and present, and helps to acknowl-
edge any unresolved feelings that many individuals struggle with after abortion. 
Because of the emotional numbness and secrecy that often surrounds an abortion 
experience, conflicting emotions both during and after the event may remain un-
resolved. These buried feelings can surface later and may be symptoms of post 
abortion trauma. 

Married couples, mothers, fathers, grandparents and siblings of aborted children, 
as well as persons who have been involved in the abortion industry have come to 
Rachel’s Vineyard in search of peace and inner healing. The weekend is a lot of 
work but yields a fruitful harvest for all who are willing to labor there. 

Contact Becky Biter at 717-788-4959 for information and registration.

March for Life Notice  
for Campus and Youth Ministers

Campus and youth ministers, it’s time to plan for the 2018 March for Life. 
You can request tickets to attend the Youth Rally and Mass sponsored by the 
Archdiocese of Washington by contacting Kate Neri at 717-657-4804, ext. 
317, or kneri@hbgdiocese.org. Tickets will be distributed on a first come/
first serve basis, so don’t wait! Keep in mind that no tickets are needed to par-
ticipate in the March itself. All ticket requests must be submitted by Oct. 20, 
2017. Any requests received after this date will be added to a wait list. Let’s 
continue to inspire our youth to testify to the beauty of life and the dignity of 
each human person!

September 27-November 5
Bishop Ronald Gainer will open the 40 Days for Life Campaign across the street from 

Planned Parenthood, 727 S. Beaver St., York, on Monday, Sept. 25 at 11 am. The pro-
gram will open with prayer and words of encouragement from Bishop Gainer, followed 
by music, life-related testimonies, 40 Days for Life best practices, and refreshments. 
    Then, from Sept. 27-Nov. 5, the York community will continue the vigil for a 
full 40 Days for Life. The campaign is made up of three components: prayer and 
fasting, peaceful vigil, and community outreach. The peaceful vigil location will be 
on the public sidewalks outside of the Planned Parenthood Clinic at 728 S. Beaver 
Street, York.

Please consider standing for life locally in York during this campaign for 1 hour 
or more per week or for any time you can spare. In any given week, 15-20 babies’ 
lives are ended at the Planned Parenthood Clinic in York, so please join us in de-
fending life locally, right in here in central Pennsylvania.

40 Days for Life has generated proven life-saving results since its beginning in 
2004 in College Station, Texas. There have been 13,305 babies saved, 154 abortion 
workers convinced to leave their jobs, and 86 abortion clinics closed during the 
campaigns.

You can join York 40 Days for Life by visiting www.40daysforlife.com/york or 
by contacting Tom Evans, leader of the 40 Days for Life Campaign in York, at 717-
999-4025 or tomevan54@comcast.net.
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By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness

There are no greater spiritual gifts 
that grandparents can give their grand-
children than the handing on of the 
faith and a relationship with Jesus. 

And when they’re looking for some 
reinforcement in this mission, they 
can turn to the Catholic Grandparents 
Association, a relatively new organi-
zation that encourages and connects 
these guardians of religious tradition 
in passing on the faith to their grand-
kids. It is the first and only Catholic 
grandparents’ association in the world.

Established in Ireland in 2009 by 
a Catholic grandmother, Catherine 
Wiley, the worldwide association 
assists grandparents in providing the 
crucial link that connects the youngest 
of their family members to the faith, 
and keeps prayer in the heart of family 
life.

One of its newest chapters is at St. 
Leo the Great Parish in Rohrerstown, 
where grandparents gather once a 
month to pray for their grandchildren, 
discuss ideas for sharing the faith 
with them, and reflect on God’s Word 
regarding their vocation.

“There are so many blessings that 
we, as grandparents, can provide to 
our grandchildren as we strive to pass 
on the gift of our Catholic faith,” said 
Jean Polansky, coordinator of the 
Catholic Grandparents Association 
at St. Leo’s. “We receive the added 
strength that comes when we join 
together to pray for the same purpose. 
Our love and concern for the souls of 
our grandchildren are our main focus.”

Mrs. Polansky, a grandmother of 
two, petitioned Father Peter Hahn, 
pastor, during a parish council meeting 
to bring the association to St. Leo’s 
after seeing news about it twice on 
EWTN.

After hearing about it for a second 
time, “I was convinced that God want-

At St. Leo the Great Parish, Association  
Uplifts Grandparents in Handing on the Faith

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Pat Landis lights a ceremonial candle at the start of a meeting of the Catholic 
Grandparents Association, where grandparents gather once a month to pray for 
their grandchildren and share ideas about handing on a solid faith foundation to 
them.

Catholic notecards and books that grandparents can 
use as tools to connect their grandchildren to the 
faith are displayed at a recent meeting of the Catholic 
Grandparents Association at St. Leo the Great Parish 
in Rohrerstown.

ed me to do something here,” Mrs. 
Polansky told The Catholic Witness.

Following her pastor’s approval and 
an inquiry to the association’s main 
office in Florida, she connected with 
several fellow grandparents at St. 
Leo’s to get the monthly meetings off 
the ground.

The sessions are open to grand-
parents from any Catholic parish. 
Participants sit in a welcoming circle 
to introduce themselves and share the 
names of their grandchildren. Then, 
the group together prays several 
grandparents’ intentions in the Joyful 
Mysteries of the Rosary.

The meetings also include time for 
sharing ideas about communicating 
with grandchildren: letting them know 
they are prayed for daily; sending 
cards, e-mails or text messages; and 
asking them their prayer intentions.

Le Ann Rynier, a member of the 
group at St. Leo’s, sent a text to her 

16-year-old grandson to 
ask if there was some-
thing for which she 
could pray for him. Im-
mediately, he responded 
with an intention.

“This grandson was 
not brought up with a re-
ligious background, so I 
didn’t expect a response 
from him,” Mrs. Rynier 
said. 

“One of the things that 
inspired me about the 
Catholic Grandparents 
Association is that there 
are people in it like me, 
who have children that 
have fallen away from 
the Church and grand-
children who weren’t 
brought up in any faith,” 
she remarked.

“I’m starting at square 
one with my grandchil-
dren, just trying to have 
a relationship with them. 
This association has 
encouraged me in how 
to reach out.”

The Catholic Grand-
parents Association also 
encourages grandparents 
to consider the spiritual 
treasures they can share: 

saying Grace before meals, sharing 
stories about saints, or displaying reli-
gious items that grandchildren will see 
when they visit.

Marie Grady remarked that although 
her grandchildren aren’t being raised 
in the Church, she has spent time in 
Eucharistic Adoration with a grand-
child who lives in the area, and has 
also taught her the Hail Mary.

“At Christmas, the grandchildren 
love getting down on the floor to set 
up the Nativity and talk about Jesus,” 
she said. “My granddaughter once put 
all of my jewelry around a statue of 
Mary that I have in my home. She put 
a bracelet on Mary’s head, and so I 
spoke to her about why we give Mary 
a crown and honor her as Queen.

“You just have to look for ways to 
teach them, and answer their ques-
tions,” Mrs. Grady said. 

The association encourages grand-
parents to participate in service proj-
ects with their grandchildren, noting 
that these activities are opportunities 
to talk about the Works of Mercy and 
to give thanks to God for the gifts he 
has given.

Lisa Doseff and her husband re-
cently took six of their grandchildren, 
ages 4-11, to volunteer at the Global 
Aid International Network in Lan-
caster, which assists with food, water, 
clothing and supplies for needy people 
around the world. 

Mrs. Doseff’s grandchildren spent 
their time there placing pencils and 
notebooks into donation bags.

When their work was done, she told 
them, “You were really hard work-
ers.” Her 7-year-old grandson replied, 
“Grandma, when you’re helping 
people for Jesus, it’s not hard work.”

“I’ve always prayed for my grand-
kids every day,” Mrs. Doseff said, “but 
there is such spiritual power when we 
all come together as grandparents for 
this specific purpose.”

The grandparents in the group at St. 
Leo’s say that in their familial role, 
they can often take a different ap-
proach with children than their parents 
can.

“We get to be the ones who have fun 
with the kids, and they’ll talk with us 
differently because we’re not their par-
ents,” Sandy Shaub said. “You can ask 
them a question and they’ll give you 
an honest answer about how things are 
going, about school, about their hopes. 
You can have an honest conversation 
with them because you’re not so busy 
trying to raise them.”

The Catholic Grandparents Associa-
tion at St. Leo the Great Parish meets 
in Rooms 3 and 4 of the church once 
a month on a Saturday morning or 
Tuesday evening. The next meetings 
are Sept. 23 from 9-10:30 a.m., Oct. 
10 from 7-8:30 p.m., Nov. 25 from 
9-10:30 a.m., and Dec. 5 from 7-8:30 
p.m. Contact Jean Polansky at jean 
polansky@gmail.com or 717-898-
0389 for information. You can also 
learn more about the association at 
www.CatholicGrandparents 
Association.org.

“You always ask God for guidance 
for your grandchildren, and we pray 
for them in our silent prayers,” said 
Joe Kielb. “With this group, you have 
a chance to pray for your grandchil-
dren publically. It’s a great experience 
to share with others, share good things 
about our grandchildren, and share in 
prayer for them.”

ADDICTION: THE RESPONSE  
OF THE FAITH COMMUNITY

October 13 from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m.
Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg

Addiction to drugs and alcohol has devastated our society. Learn what can 
be done within our faith community to help individuals and families strug-
gling with the burden of addictions.

Keynote Speaker, Dr. John Pagana 
Dr. Pagana has 45 years of experience in addictions and  

serves on advisory boards for drug and alcohol addictions.

~ Testimonies from those in recovery
~ Three breakout sessions from law  

enforcement and a healthcare worker
~ Continental breakfast and lunch

The workshop is an initiative of Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Har-
risburg, the Diocesan Commission on Catholic Social Doctrine and the 
Faith-Based Health Ministries Network.

Cost is $35 per person. The day is open to anyone who wants to learn about 
addiction, prevention and treatment.

Register online at www.awhn.org.
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CNS/KEVIN LAMARQUE, REUTERS
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals supporters demonstrate near the White 
House in Washington Sept. 5. 

By Kurt Jensen 
Catholic News Service

Catholic Church leaders, immigration officials and university 
presidents were swift and unanimous in their condemnation of 
President Donald Trump’s Sept. 5 decision to phase out Deferred 
Action for Childhood Arrivals known as DACA.

“In the past, the president stated that the Dreamer story ‘is about 
the heart,’ yet [the] decision is nothing short of heartless,” said 
Chicago Cardinal Blase 
J. Cupich. “The Dream-
ers are now left in a 
six-month limbo, during 
which Congress is sup-
posed to pass comprehen-
sive immigration reform, a 
feat they have been unable 
to achieve for a decade,” 
he said in a Sept. 5 state-
ment.

The rescission of 
DACA, announced by 
Attorney General Jeff Ses-
sions, places an estimated 
800,000 undocumented 
immigrants, many of 
whom were brought to the 
United States as young 
children and have known 
no other home, under 
threat of deportation and 
losing permits that allow 
them to work. From Au-
gust through December, 
according to the Department of Homeland Security, the work per-
mits of more than 200,000 DACA recipients will expire and only 
55,258 have submitted requests for permit renewals.

The decision to end DACA is “a heartbreaking disappointment,” 
said Jeanne Atkinson, executive director of the Catholic Legal 
Immigration Network. She also said her organization rejects and 
adamantly disagrees with Sessions’ “untested personal opinion that 
DACA is unconstitutional.”

“Americans have never been a people who punish children for 
the mistakes of their parents. I am hopeful that we will not begin 
now,” said Los Angeles Archbishop Jose H. Gomez, chair of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Migration. 
“I do not believe this decision represents the best of our national 
spirit or the consensus of the American people. This decision 
reflects only the polarization of our political moment.”

Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of Galveston-Houston, president of 
the USCCB, said in a statement with other USCCB leaders: “The 
Catholic Church has long watched with pride and admiration as 
DACA youth live out their daily lives with hope and a determina-
tion to flourish and contribute to society: continuing to work and 
provide for their families, continuing to serve in the military, and 
continuing to receive an education. Now, after months of anxiety 
and fear about their futures, these brave young people face depor-
tation. This decision is unacceptable and does not reflect who we 
are as Americans.”

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin of Newark, New Jersey, called the 
decision “malicious.”

“One can’t hide behind the term ‘legality’ in rescinding DACA,” 
his statement added. “That is an abandonment of humanity, and 
abandonment of talented and hopeful young people who are as 
American as you and I.”

Mercy Sister Aine O’Connor, who stood in front of the White 
House as the decision was announced, also took issue with Ses-
sions’ remark: “Nothing is compassionate about the failure to 
enforce immigration laws.”

“We do not see it as a compassionate act. It is a merciless act,” 
Sister O’Connor told Catholic News Service, adding that it was 
“an abdication of responsibility by the Trump administration.”

Future plans for her group include lobbying members of Con-
gress to show “the root cause of immigration, which includes 
American policies that destroy economic stability in other coun-
tries.”

The Ohio-based Ignatian Solidarity Network accused Trump of 
undermining “the dignity of undocumented individuals,” adding, 
“As people of faith, we are called to uphold the inherent dignity of 
our immigrant brothers and sisters, to stand with those marginal-
ized by a broken immigration system, and to recognize the gifts 
and talents that these young people bring to our communities.”

Georgetown University President John J. DeGioia, in a state-
ment on his Facebook page, said he wanted to emphasize George-
town’s “strongest support for all of our undocumented students. As 
a nation, we have the capacity and responsibility to work together 
to provide a permanent legislative solution to ensure the safety 
and well-being of these young women and men who have – and 
will – contribute to the future of our country in deeply meaningful 
ways.”

By Rhina Guidos 
Catholic News Service

Mercy Sister Rita Parks stood near the large crowd in front of the White House that was almost 
silenced after U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions announced shortly after 11 a.m. on Sept. 5 that the 
Trump administration was ending the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals, or DACA, program.

“I’m astounded, saddened. I saw their faces, the tears and their dreams shattered,” said Sister 
Parks, of some of the DACA recipients nearby who were trying to take in the recent news. Many of 
them, the majority in their 20s, had just heard what they didn’t want to believe: that the program that 
grants them a work permit and reprieve from deportation, is months away from disappearing.

Some, like Catholic DACA recipient Claudia Quinones, who was in the Washington crowd, had 
held out hope up until the moment of the announcement 
that President Donald Trump would make a decision with 
“heart,” as he had earlier promised regarding the program 
that allows beneficiaries like her, brought to the U.S. as 
children without legal documentation, certain protections.

Instead, his attorney general said that by giving job per-
mits to DACA recipients, jobs were “denied ... to hundreds 
of thousands of Americans by allowing those same jobs to 
go to illegal aliens” meaning the young migrants. Sessions 
also criticized the program, calling it “unilateral execu-
tive amnesty” and said it was responsible for “a surge of 
unaccompanied minors on the southern border that yielded 
terrible humanitarian consequences.” However, many 
organizations have attributed the surge of unaccompanied 
minors to scaling violence in Central America, not to the 
DACA program.

Many in the crowd held up signs saying “shame” and 
pointed them toward the White House after the announce-
ment. Many shouted “Donald Trump, shame on you!”

The Department of Homeland Security, which admin-
isters the program, has stopped accepting DACA appli-
cations, and current recipients will not be affected until 
March 5, which Sessions said, gives Congress an oppor-
tunity to find a legislative solution for the current 800,000 

beneficiaries. On its website, DHS says DACA recipients can continue working until their work per-
mits expire. Those with DACA permits that expire between Sept. 5 and March 5, 2018 are eligible to 
renew their permits, the website says, but they won’t be able to renew after that two-year extension.

In what can be interpreted as a command, the president tweeted: “Congress, get ready to do your 
job - DACA!,” kicking the political ball into Congress’ hands. But it’s unclear what Congress can 
and will do.

“We’re not a political hot potato,” said DACA recipient Greisa Martinez, who is advocacy director 
at United We Dream, a national immigrant youth-led organization for so-called “dreamers,” as the 
DACA youth are called. The moniker comes from the Development, Relief, and Education for Alien 
Minors Act, or DREAM Act, a legislative proposal that has repeatedly failed to pass in Congress and 
which would give DACA recipients conditional residency. Though a recent bipartisan version of the 
DREAM Act was once again proposed by Republican Senator Lindsey Graham, of South Carolina, 
and Democrat Dick Durbin, of Illinois, the president said pre-emptively he would not sign it. So, it’s 
unclear what he means when he asks Congress to fix the situation for “dreamers.”

Martinez, who was brought from Mexico to the U.S. at age 7 by her parents, said in an interview 
with Catholic News Service that there’s a lot of uncertainty about what will happen to youth like her 
but says she’s focused on the fight ahead to “push politicians to better people.”

“I hold on,” she said, “because I know God is on my side.”
Her fellow “dreamer,” Quinones, a parishioner at Our Lady of Sorrows in Maryland, said the 

weekend before the announcement had been “very stressful.” Because of DACA, she has a work 
permit, a driver’s license and is able to attend college in the area. Now, that’s all up in the air. But 
DACA youth and other immigrants, as well as other Catholics, have shown a lot of support and that 
helps, she said.

The crowd in front of the White House was sprinkled with Catholics representing organizations 
such as the Sisters of Mercy, the Franciscan Action Network, Faith in Public Life, as well as men 
and women religious out to show their support.

Capuchin Franciscan Father Kevin Thompson of Washington, said he wanted to support the youth, 
which include many young Catholics at the nearby Shrine of the Sacred Heart, where he is the auxil-
iary pastor.

“This is their country,” he said. “This is the country they know.”
He said he would be praying for Catholics who are against programs such as DACA. The Old 

Testament is clear, he said, in saying that Christians must welcome the stranger. 
“I pray for a change of heart,” he said.
Mercy Sister Anne Curtis said she, too, couldn’t understand the opposition of some Catholics 

against programs such as DACA because from the Christian point of view, “our tradition is so clear,” 
regarding immigrants, she said, and urged others to “look to the Gospel.”

She said she was particularly disheartened with the announcement because the “dreamers” had 
been led to believe that the outcome would be different.

“My heart breaks,” she said. “The hope they were given and now to have their dreams dashed.”
Kevin Appleby, senior director of international migration policy for the New York-based Center 

for Migration Studies, joined the crowd in Washington and said the decision was “cruel, as it violates 
a pledge made by our government to these young people and places them at risk of deportation to 
countries they do not know.”

“It is sad that the president was unable to summon the moral and political courage to stand by 
these inspiring young immigrants, who have shown great strength and fortitude in their efforts to 
achieve the American dream,” he said. “They represent the future leaders of our nation and would 
contribute greatly to our economy and culture, if given the chance. Instead of firing them, the 
president should be hiring them. Now it is up to Congress to do the right thing and find a long-term 
solution to their plight.” 

That includes plans for granting them permanent residency and citizenship, he said.
The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops called the cancellation of DACA “reprehensible” and 

said in a Sept. 5 statement that the president’s announcement “causes unnecessary fear” for the 
youths and their families. The bishops repeatedly called on the president to keep the program. They 
told DACA recipients on Sept. 5: “You are children of God and welcome in the Catholic Church. 
The Catholic Church supports you and will advocate for you.”

Catholic Leaders  
Sharply Criticize Trump’s 
Decision to End DACA

Catholics Turn out to Support  
‘Dreamers’ after DACA Rescinded
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The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

ANNVILLE – St. Paul the Apostle: 
Giuseppe Canale, Beverly Harvatine.

BERWICK – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Julia P.  
Kurtz-Hoosty.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Helen C. Arnwine, Robert E. Lebrecht, 
Andrew James Reisinger.

CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd: 
Roy McCawley.

CORNWALL – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Andy Andreozzi, Mary Ellen 
Bowman.

ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter: 
Dr. Hugh Coleman.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Emerson Jo Dill, Salvatore 
Zavala-Frutos, John E. Wholey, Jr.

GREENCASTLE – St. Mark: Louis 
Reagan, John Young.

HANOVER – St. Joseph: Alan John 
DeGennaro, David Jonathan “DJ” 
Hart, Kenneth J. Mumma, Helen H. 
Osborn, Calvin “Jerry” Stevens, James 
P. Valenza, Ima Kay Zimmerman; St. 
Vincent de Paul: Allan Tom Miller, 
Helen Neiderer.

HARRISBURG – Holy Name of 
Jesus: Carl DiMarco, Catherine  
“Kitty” Langan, Terry Miller; Our 
Lady of the Blessed Sacrament: 
Thomas J. Regan III, Dolores Sullivan; 
St. Margaret Mary: Jacob Richards, 
Eileen Roque.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Fred Amendola, Lucy Cartledge, 
Gregory J. Svalas; St. John Neumann: 
Toni Cronin, George Crook, Joseph 
Fox, Charles Frey, Alice Holland, 
Joyce Maloney, Robert Panco,  
Elizabeth Rossman, Mary Louise  
Sobities, Jean Wentz.

MARYSVILLE – Our Lady of 
Good Counsel: Mary Patrick. 

MECHANICSBURG – St. Joseph: 
John Francis Goode, Jr.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Henrietta D’Amico, Norma 
Hess, Donald Mangold, Stephen  
Sohonyay, Cynthia Stouffer,  
Bernardine Willinsky.

PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Gregory 
James Magalon, Sr., Karen J.  
Petscavage.

ROARING CREEK – Our Lady 
of Mercy: Theresa Dancho, Henry 
Wojtkielewicz.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Julia Deromedi, Kathryn Disori, 
Shawn Fabian, John Keating, Thomas 
Lamey, MaryAnn Rumberger, Jerome 
“Max” Switaj.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Frances L. Cibort, Katherine (Kitty) 
Kocevar.

SUNBURY – St. Monica: Dolores 
Kropa.

YORK – St. Joseph: Peter 
Calabretta, Mary Kline, Joseph  
Zmorczek; St. Rose of Lima: William 
Markart, Eugene Wise

Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in September 
during the past 25 years:

Msgr. Rudolf Fuhr, 1994
Father Edward Deller, 1995
Deacon Charles Kruger, 1997
Father Lawrence Coakley, 2014. 

Harrisburg Diocesan Council of  
Catholic Women Awards Scholarships

The Harrisburg Diocesan Council of Catholic Women is pleased to announce the win-
ners of three scholarships. The awards were presented to Catholic senior girls for their 
freshman year at an accredited college, university or trade school. Scholarships were 
awarded to the following recipients: 

Kelly Brittingham is a parishioner at St. Theresa Parish, New Cumberland. Her pastor 
is Father J. Michael Mc Fadden. Kelly graduated from Trinity High School in Camp Hill 
and is attending Mansfield University, majoring in Elementary and Special Education.

Julia Lersch is a parishioner at Holy Infant Parish in Manchester. Her pastor is Father 
Mark E. Weiss. Julia graduated from Red Land High School and is attending Seton Hill 
University, majoring in the Physician Assistant Program of Study.

Alyssa Menko is a parishioner from Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Mount Car-
mel. Her pastor is Father Francis J. Karwacki. Alyssa graduated from Mount Carmel 
Area High School and is attending West Chester University of Pennsylvania, majoring 
in Communication Studies and English.

Since the inception of the Scholarship Award Program in 2006, the Harrisburg Dioce-
san Council of Catholic Women has awarded 25 scholarships to young women through-
out the Harrisburg Diocese. The council extends its warmest congratulations and best 
wishes to the 2017 winners and all those who submitted applications.

Eagle Scouts Give Back  
to York Catholic High School

Two students chose York Catholic as the beneficiary of their recent Eagle Scout proj-
ects. Vincent Devlin, class of 2017, saw a need in the school’s Grotto and built benches, 
modified the reflecting pond, and helped improve rain filtration by adding stones. Junior 
Aaron Lesher constructed a ticket booth for the York Catholic football stadium. Both 
gentlemen were responsible for the design, recruiting a build crew, and final construc-
tion. 

Aaron is pictured in the ticket booth he constructed. Vincent is shown in the Grotto 
with Richard Eline, York Catholic Director of Building & Grounds; Anita Devlin and 
Dr. Joseph Devlin, his parents; and Kathy Hand, York Catholic Assistant Principal. 

St. Catherine Rolls out Red Carpet for the Royals 
St. Catherine Labouré School in Harrisburg 

“rolled out the red carpet” on Aug. 28 for the 69th 
year to students in first through eighth grades. 
Students were greeted by the pastor, Father Neil 
Sullivan; parochial vicar, Father Kevin Coyle; 
principal, Sister Mary Anne Sweeney, IHM; 
and several teachers and staff. Balloons and pin 
wheels, in addition to the red carpet, provided a 
warm, cheery welcome. 

This school year St. Catherine’s welcomed 14 
new students in first through eighth grades. They 
received welcome postcards in the mail and yard 
signs in their front lawns, welcoming them to the 
SCLS family. A “Mentor Program” pairs current 
families with new families to help ease the tran-
sition to a new school for students and parents/
guardians. Kindergarten students arrived later in 
the week for a “slow start” which provides the 
little learners with a schedule that builds up to 
full days. Preschool students in our 3-year-old and 4-year-old classrooms began after 
Labor Day. 

The parish/school theme for this year is HOPE. H is for healing, O is for offering, P is 
for prayer, and E is for evangelization. This theme will be intertwined into activities and 
prayers and the 100th anniversary of Mary’s visit to the children of Fatima.  

SCLS is looking forward to a happy, healthy, holy new school year of “teaching 
minds, forming hearts, and growing disciples.” For more information on SCLS, visit 
www.sclhbg.org or call 717-564-1760.

             Diocese of Harrisburg              
 GRAND  ULTREYA 

Saturday, October 28th, 2017 
           9:00am till 3:00pm 

    Cardinal Keeler Center 
 4800 Union Deposit Road 
     Harrisburg, Pa 17111 

To Register 
Contact: Phil Talarico       Suggested Donation 
Email: bstala1@gmail.com           $15.00 
Phone: 717-756-4966 
Address: 2227 Canterberry Dr 
 Mechanicsburg, Pa 17055       

 Holy Sacrifice of the Mass - 9:15am 
 Main Celebrant - Bishop Ronald Gainer 
 Con-Celebrant - Fr. William Weary    
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Spiritual Offerings

Fatima Centennial Holy Hour will be held at St. 
Joseph Church in York on Oct. 13 from 7-8 p.m. Eucharistic 
Adoration, recitation of the Holy Rosary led by the Knights of 
Columbus and Columbiettes, prayers of consecration to Jesus 
through Mary, music meditations, and benediction. Contact 
Deacon Neil Crispo at 717-755-7503, ext. 229. 

An Evening of Prayer in Honor of St. Therese, 
The Little Flower, will be held on Oct. 1 at Annunciation 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Church in McSherrystown at 7:00 
p.m. The homilist will be Father Jonathan Sawicki.

Holy Infant Parish in Manchester will celebrate 
all First Responders on Sept. 29 with a special blessing 
and prayer service. This event, in appreciation of all First 
Responders’ service and to pray for their safety, will be 
held outside Holy Infant Church (535 Conewago Creek Rd., 
Manchester) near the flagpole, beginning at 5:30 pm. All First 
Responders and members of the community are warmly 
invited to participate. For more information, contact Becky 
Papa, pastoral assistant, at 717-266-5286 or holyinfant 
parish@gmail.com.

Pilgrimages and Retreats
Weekend retreat at the Malvern Retreat 

House in Chester County. On Oct, 20 to 22, a weekend 
retreat is available for men from the Harrisburg Diocese at St. 
Joseph-in-the-Hills retreat house in Malvern, Pa. This is one of 
the finest retreat centers in the nation, located on a 125-acre 
wooded estate. A variety of spiritual exercises to choose from, 
including private Adoration, and wonderful grounds for just 
taking time to reflect and reconnect with the Lord. For details, 
visit www.malvernretreat.com. More information is available 
from Rich Kirkpatrick by emailing richard.kirk 
patrick@verizon.net. Men from several parishes in the dio-
cese have been attending this annual retreat over the past 40 
years and newcomers are very welcome.

“Pray, Hope and Don’t Worry,” a mini retreat, will 
be offered Sept. 23 from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. at St. Catherine 
Labouré Church in Harrisburg by Gary Zimak, a familiar pres-
ence on Catholic radio, TV and at parishes and conferences. 
The morning mini-retreat will explore How to Get Personal 
with Jesus, The Secret to Happiness, and What Does God 
Want Me To Do? There will be Mass at 9 a.m., and the Rosary 
will be prayed at 12:30 p.m. For more information contact, 
Deb at the Parish Office at 717-564-1321 or dgelbaugh@
sclhbg.org.

Education & Enrichment
Theology on Tap, York – “Trekking Spain on 

the Camino de Santiago” will be presented by Father 
Mark Weiss, pastor of Holy Infant Parish in Manchester and 
Chaplain at Trinity High School in Camp Hill, on Sept. 26 
at The First Post, 3691 E. Market St., York. He will speak 
about his recent pilgrimage through Spain on the Camino de 
Santiago. Happy Half Hour starts at 7 p.m. followed by the 
speaker at 7:30, and a Q&A session. All young adults, (20s 
and 30s) single, married, Catholic or not, are invited to attend 
the events. Theology on Tap is a Young Adult Ministry and 
Evangelization outreach of the Diocese of Harrisburg. Info at 
www.totlancaster.com.

St. Leo the Great Parish in Millersville will 
offer the Jeff Cavins Bible Study “Matthew: The 
King and His Kingdom.” This 24-week Ascension Press study 
explores the life and mission of Jesus. Beginning Oct. 4, each 
session is held after 7 p.m. Wednesday Holy Mass. Light fare 
is served each week. All are welcome. For information about 
the study, visit www.ascensionpress.com. To register, contact 
the parish office at 717-394-1742.

Married couples are cordially invited to 
“Cana Couples in Christ” – A Celebration of New 
Wine in Matrimony on Oct. 27 from 7-9 p.m. at St. Joseph 
Church, York. The evening begins with a Holy Hour of Eucha-
ristic Adoration and concludes in the narthex with a wine & 
cheese social gathering. As we experience the choice wine of 
grace and joy in Him, we in turn are strengthened to lavish it 
on our spouse, our family, and onto a world so thirsty for His 
love. A perfect evening to unite your hearts before Our Lord 
in quiet adoration and then invite Him into the social time with 
old and new friends. Contact Deacon Neil Crispo at 717-755-
7503, ext. 229.

A class entitled “EPIC: A Journey through 
Church History” will be held beginning Sept. 28 from 
6:30–8 p.m. at Sacred Heart Basilica Parish, Hanover. The 
course is open to all and is designed to discuss the major 
people, places, events and issues of the world and the Catho-
lic Church. It will identify the twelve historical time periods of 
the Church, find out why the Church has held 21 ecumenical 
councils, how the liturgies and sacraments have evolved, and 
so much more! The cost is $30 per person for materials, and 
the deadline to register is Sept. 23. Contact John Barrett at 
717-633-1082 or the parish office at 717-637-2721 for more 
information.

A Women of Grace® Study Program will be 
held at Holy Infant Parish, Manchester, on Wednesday 
evenings, Oct. 4 through Dec. 13 (off 10/11 & 11/01) from 
6:45-8:30 p.m. Developed by EWTN’s Johnette Benkovic, 
the study leads women on an exciting journey to discover the 
gift of “authentic femininity”™ (as exemplified by the Blessed 
Virgin Mary), holiness of life, and woman’s purpose and 
mission in the world today. The books we will use are: Full of 

Grace and the Full of Grace Study Guide. You may order 
them directly from the Women of Grace on-line store at www.
womenofgrace.com, Amazon (new & used), or perhaps you 
can borrow a set from a friend! To register, contact Pastoral 
Assistant Becky Papa at holyinfantparish@gmail.com or 
717-266-5286. Please provide your name, phone number, 
and email address. Program questions? Contact facilitator 
Donna Giberti at Ourfaith1208@aol.com.

A panel discussion on the Reformation, “As It 
Was in the Beginning, Is Now…And What Shall Be?” will be 
held at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish Social Hall in Ab-
bottstown Sept. 27 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. Learn from both the 
Catholic and Lutheran perspectives about what happened 
at the Reformation 500 years ago. What was interaction like 
between Christians of these two churches? What has it been 
like in more recent decades? And what does the future hold 
for Christian unity? Guest panelists will be Rev. Dr. Maria 
Erling, Professor of Modern Church History and Global Mis-
sions and Director of Ministry in Practice at Lutheran Theo-
logical Seminary at Gettysburg; and Father James Lease, 
pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Danville and Director of the 
Diocesan Office for Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs. For 
more information, call the parish at 717-259-0611.

Annual Caregivers’ Day of Prayer and Care 
– Parish volunteers and advocates in the Cumberland/
Perry Deanery parishes are hosting the 4th Annual Caregiv-
ers’ Day of Prayer and Care on Oct. 28 from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. 
at Trinity High School in Camp Hill. The day will begin at 9 
a.m. with registration and a continental breakfast, followed 
by Holy Mass, a guest speaker and a hand blessing. A lun-
cheon will take place from 12:30-1:30 p.m., followed by spa 
and craft activities. The day concludes at 4 p.m. There is no 
cost for the day, but registration is required. Visit http://www.
caregiversdayofprayerandcare.org. For more information, 
contact Mary Moll at 717-258-1104, or mmoll@saint 
patrickchurch.org.

Fundraisers & Events
Holy Name of Jesus Knights of Columbus 

Council 14081 is hosting an Open Golf Tournament at 
Manada Golf Club on Oct 6. All golfers are welcome. Reg-
istration at 10:30 a.m., followed by a lunch of hamburgers 
and hot dogs served at 11:30 a.m. Shotgun start at 12:30 
p.m., steak dinner at 5:30 p.m. For those who cannot attend 
the golf outing, but would like to join us for dinner, the cost 
is $35. The total cost of lunch, golf green fees and cart, din-
ner and hole prizes is $70. Food provided by Ted’s Bar and 
Grill. All proceeds benefit Real Alternatives, a local pro-life 
organization. For more information, contact Chet Hickey at 
717-545-1574 or chstrhcky@aim.com, or Bob Jones at 
717-652-6699 or bobby40j@gmail.com. Return registration 
forms and payments to KOC Council #14081, Holy Name of 
Jesus Church, 6150 Allentown Blvd. Harrisburg, PA 17112. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish in Mechan-
icsburg will hold its annual Apple Festival on Sept. 16 
from 10 a.m.-7 p.m. The Apple Festival features food, adult 
and children’s games, a silent auction, bake sake, crafts, a 
basket raffle, book sale, scarecrow contest, and more. The 
Apple Festival Pancake Breakfast will be held Oct. 1 from 
8:30-11 a.m. 

Lancaster Catholic High School’s Fine and 
Performing Arts Department will host a march-
ing band and color guard showcase Sept. 23 at 6 p.m. at 
Crusader Stadium. Performances by 10 area high schools 
and Temple University. Cost is $9 for adults, $7 for students 
and senior citizens. Gate admission only.

Lancaster Catholic High School’s Fine and 
Performing Arts Department will host Dan Levin-
son’s Roof Garden Jazz Band Sept. 25 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Old Main Auditorium, as part of the department’s concert 
and lecture series. Free admission; donations accepted. 
For more information, visit www.danlevinson.com or www.
lchsyes.org.

The Trinity High School Athletic Associa-
tion is hosting a “Beef and Beer” event Oct. 14 at 6 p.m. at 
Trinity High School in the cafeteria. This high-energy event 
will feature delicious food and drinks, exciting silent and live 
auctions, music and dancing as well as other fun activities. 
The proceeds of this fundraising event will benefit Trinity 
High School Athletics and its student-athletes by providing 
monetary support for equipment. Event tickets are $40 per 
person and can be purchased at https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/trinity-athletic-association-beef-and-beer-2017-
tickets-37424244924.

St. Joan of Arc School in Hershey is celebrat-
ing its 90th anniversary. Help us look back on 90 years of 
Catholic school memories, reconnect with classmates, 
and make new friends at our Oct. 8 event! We start with 
the noon Mass at St. Joan of Arc Church and follow with 
a buffet dinner at the school. Cost is $30 per person, $15 
for children ages 4-12, and free for children under 4. Tours 
of our 2016 National Blue Ribbon School will be provided. 
RSVP on the school’s webpage, school.stjoanhershey.
org/alumni, or call the school at 717-533-2854. Contact 
Deb Rizzotto, Director of Development, for more informa-
tion about the event or school admission at drizzotto@
stjoanhershey.org.

Sacred Heart of Jesus in Williamstown is 
having its annual spaghetti dinner on Oct. 7 from 4-7 p.m. 
Dinner includes spaghetti, meat balls, Italian sausage, 
salad, rolls, beverage and dessert. Tickets are $9 each and 

can be obtained by calling Dawn at 717-647-9124 or Anne 
at 717-647-9182. Eat-in or take-out. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish in Cornwall is 
having 5 Wednesdays of fish dinners! Dinners 
will be held Oct. 4, 11, 18 and 25 and Nov. 1 from 4-7 p.m. 
and include: baked haddock or fried cod, baked or fried 
potatoes, applesauce or coleslaw, a roll and Bernie’s Bak-
ers’ famous homemade desserts with coffee or tea for only 
$9. Children under 12 can eat a real chicken tender and fries 
dinner for only $2. 

The Lebanon District Council of Catholic 
Women is sponsoring a Baby Shower at Saint 
Paul the Apostle Parish in Annville on Oct. 10 at 7 p.m. All 
Ladies are invited. Please bring a wrapped baby gift. The 
gifts will be taken to Lourdeshouse Maternity Services and 
Susquehanna Pregnancy Center. If there are any questions, 
please call Anne Hasting at 717-274-8582 or Mary Kreider at 
717-867-1548.

St. Francis University in Loretto, Pa., is host-
ing “Saints Tour 2017: Saints of Local Interest” on Oct 
27 and 28. Entertainment, education, local history, and a bit 
of Halloween spookiness – this event has it all! Tours depart 
every 20 minutes from 6-10 p.m. and last approximately 1 ½ 
hours. Please note that it is not handicap accessible. Cost 
is $9/adult and $7/child. Ticket and food proceeds will be 
donated to the SFU Dorothy Day Center. Please dress for the 
weather, as tours continue rain or shine. Bring a nonperish-
able item in exchange for a free drink (coffee, hot chocolate, 
soda). Hot food is available for purchase. For more informa-
tion, find us on Facebook, contact the Dorothy Day Center 
at 814-472-3347 or e-mail marielink@verizon.net.

All-you-can-eat spaghetti dinner at Trinity 
High School in Camp Hill, Sept. 23 from 5-7 p.m. $10 
for adults, $5 for children 10 and under. Includes: spaghetti, 
salad, bread, drink and dessert. Take-out available. Contact 
Heather at heather_od2002@yahoo.com.

The Pregnancy & Family Resource Center in 
York cordially invites you to spend an evening with friends 
celebrating the Sanctity of Life! The “Going from Good to 
Great!” benefit will take place on Sept. 19 at 6 p.m. at the 
Country Club of York. Join us for a wonderful dinner and the 
company of our friends in pro-life! We will “reveal” our plans 
to love and serve even more moms and babies! More infor-
mation is available on our website www.pfrcfriends.org, or by 
calling the center at 717-854-6285. Individual reservations 
and sponsorships are available.

Holy Name of Jesus Knights of Columbus 
Council 14081 will host all-you-can-eat pancake break-
fast every second Sunday during the months of September, 
October and November in the Holy Name of Jesus Social 
Hall, Harrisburg, from 9 a.m.-noon. Tickets are $5 and can be 
purchased at the door. Menu includes choice of sausage and 
a refreshment. All proceeds will go to assist other projects 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus throughout the year.

Job Openings
St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg is seek-

ing a director of religious education. The parish 
is in the process of “Parish Transformation,” inspired by 
the “Divine Renovation” network. The Religious Education 
Program covers the pre-school through 12th grade, which in-
cludes Ministry with Youth. Applicants must have a bachelor’s 
degree, have sufficient knowledge of, and adherence to, the 
Catholic faith. Previous experience in a catechetical program 
is preferred. If not yet certified in catechesis, candidates 
will have to meet diocesan formational requirements while 
employed. Candidates must be zealous in “growing disciples 
for the Lord Jesus Christ,” as stated in the Parish Mission 
Statement. This full-time position includes benefits. Inter-
ested parties should send a letter of interest, resume and 
pastor’s recommendation form to: DRE Interview Committee, 
Saint Joseph Parish, 410 E. Simpson Street, Mechanicsburg, 
PA 17055. Please submit information by Oct. 16, 2017.

St. Anne School in Lancaster is seeking a 
part-time development director for 15 hours a 
week. Candidates must have a passion for Catholic educa-
tion. See the parish Web site at www.stannechurch.org for a 
detailed job description. Send cover letter with salary history 
and résumé to Suzanne Wood, Principal, at woodsuzanne@
stannelancaster.org.

York Catholic High School is seeking a sci-
ence teacher, art teacher and cafeteria aides. 
Long-term substitute science teacher for grades 7-12, 
part-time art teacher for grades 7-8 and cafeteria aides for 
the school year Monday-Friday from 8 a.m.-1 p.m. Those 
interested in the teaching positions are required to have certi-
fication, bachelor’s degree, and state and federal clearances. 
Teacher applicants should send resume, certification, dioc-
esan application (found on the YC website at www.yorkcatho-
lic.org), a copy of state and federal clearances, and letter of 
interest to Katie Seufert, Principal, York Catholic High School, 
601 East Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 17403, 717-846-
8871, ext. 212, kseufert@yorkcatholic.org. Those interested 
in the cafeteria aides positions should submit an application 
for non-teaching employment to Jackie Stubbs, Cafeteria 
Manager, York Catholic High School, 601 East Springettsbury 
Ave. York, Pa. 17403, jstubbs@yorkcatholic.org.

Submission Deadlines
The submission deadline for the Sept. 29 edition is 

Wednesday, Sept. 20 at 4:30 p.m. Send typed an-
nouncements to witness@hbgdiocese.org. No ads, 
posters or fliers, please.
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Sixteen years to the moment of the horrific attacks on America 
on September 11, 2001, Lancaster Catholic High School’s faithful 
gathered for a Blue Mass celebrated by Bishop Ronald Gainer. 
The Holy Mass paid honor to not only the first responders in the 
local police and fire rescue services, but also to the gallant men 
and women who responded that fateful 2001 morning in New 
York City, Arlington, Va., and Shanksville, Pa. 

Bishop Gainer expressed his gratitude to the first responders 
who were in attendance, noting that, “Today we thank God for 
their willingness to put their lives on the line to protect us, and to 
serve us.”

The Mass was particularly poignant given that the family of 
Dennis Cook, Class of 1986, and a casualty when the Twin Tow-
ers were struck by terrorists, was in attendance. In addition, Col.
Michael Angelo, Class of 1967, was present with his family. Col. 
Angelo was in the Pentagon on 9/11 and was late to a meeting that 
was taking place in a conference room down the hallway that was 
directly struck by the plane. Col. Angelo was taking a call from 
his son when the fire ball engulfed the building, sparing him. Col. 
Angelo lost 23 colleagues that September day.

“Our Lord brings wholeness to our brokenness…. The presence 
of Christ in our daily lives is the key to living a life filed with joy,” 
Bishop Gainer said. “We have a choice to be bitter when we suffer 
something horrible, or we can be better. And if we chose to be bet-
ter when we suffer or are hurt, we can be a true witness.”

Lancaster Catholic Poignantly  
Remembers 9/11 with Blue Mass

Mass of Consecration to 
Our Lady of Fatima

Concelebrated by the  
Bishops of Pennsylvania

Wednesday, September 27 at Noon
St. Patrick Cathedral, 

212 State Street, Harrisburg

On this day, the Bishops of Pennsylvania  
will gather to celebrate the Holy Eucharist, 

during which Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, 
OFM Cap., Metropolitan Archbishop of 

Philadelphia, will consecrate the province to  
Our Lady of Fatima in this 100th anniversary 

year of her apparitions.

All are invited to attend this Mass,  
which is an opportunity of grace  
for the Church in Pennsylvania.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
Members of Dennis Cook’s (Class of 1986) family participate in the Mass at Lancaster Catholic 
celebrated by Bishop Gainer. Mr. Cook died when the Twin Towers were struck 16 years ago on 
September 11.

Below: Boy Scouts of Lancaster Catholic’s student body, including 
Paul Jackubowski, foreground, bear the American and  

Pennsylvania flags in the processional. 

Bottom photo: Col. Michael Angelo presents the gifts to Bishop 
Gainer during Mass.
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