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NOTE: On World Mission Sunday, the Mass for the Evangelization of Peoples may be 

used: 
 Roman Missal 

 Masses & Prayers for Various Needs and Occasions 

 No. 18 For the Evangelization of Peoples, A or B 

 

 

 

 

World  Mission Sunday Bulletin Announcements 

October 22, 2017 

 

 

WEEKEND BEFORE WORLD MISSION SUNDAY (October 15) 

Next Sunday, our parish will celebrate World Mission Sunday.  It represents a global sign of the 

universal Church and Mission.  We are invited to reach out and help build the Church in the most remote 

areas across our world.  Your prayers and donations will support churches, hospitals, schools, and 

vocations to priesthood and religious life.  Please show your generosity as much as possible during this 

collection, because it provides assistance to the young dioceses in Asia, Africa, Latin America, and the 

Pacific Islands. 

 

 

FOR WORLD MISSION SUNDAY (October 22) 

Today, we celebrate World Mission Sunday!  We are called to offer our prayers and generous financial 

support, through the Society for the Propagation of the Faith, for the worldwide mission of Christ.   We 

are asked to reach out to the peripheries, people in remote villages, towns, and cities by using the 

witness and work of missionaries and local priests.  Please keep all missionaries in your daily prayers. 

 

 

FOR THE WEEK AFTER WORLD MISSION SUNDAY (October 29) 

Thank you for your generous response to the Society for the Propagation of the Faith on World Mission 

Sunday.  Our parish raised $(insert amount).  While only some are called to go to the Missions to serve, 

all of us are called, by our Baptism, to support the Church’s missionary work by our prayers and 

financial help.  Please continue to pray for all who serve in mission countries that they may remain 

strong in faith and in their vocation as they go about proclaiming the Good News of Christ. 
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World  Mission Sunday Sample Intercessions 

October 22, 2017 

 

Celebrant As the Church formed by Christ to spread the Gospel, we offer prayers for our sisters and 

brothers throughout the world who need to hear the saving message of Jesus. 

 

Deacon/ For our Holy Father, Pope Francis, that the Lord might strengthen him in faith and 

Lector courage as he shows the world the missionary heart of our faith,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For all elected leaders, that they may govern justly, heal divisions, and foster peace,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For all missionaries who serve God and their fellow brothers and sisters, that they may 

continue to give witness to the Lord’s loving kindness and redeeming presence,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For all who support the missionary efforts of the Church throughout the world, that they 

may continue to share the missionary spirit of our Christian faith,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

 

For all who are sick, in our parish family and throughout the world, and for all who have 

died, especially those martyred for our faith in Jesus,  

let us pray to the Lord. 

 

Celebrant Father of all, we seek Your mercy and Your love, as we pray for the strength to serve 

Your mission each day, in prayer and sacrifice.   

We ask this through Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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A Sample Homily for World Mission Sunday 

October 22, 2017 
 

 Today is an important day in the life of the universal Church and in the life of each Catholic 

Christian.   From the most majestic cathedrals all over the world --  to the littlest mission chapels in far 

off places, Catholic Christians are hearing today about their missionary vocation and celebrating the 

very heart of the Church – her mandate to go to the nations and preach the gospel.  World Mission 

Sunday is that time when we can renew our commitment to proclaim Christ to the whole world and 

demonstrate our solidarity with over 1150 mission dioceses by offering our prayers and financial 

resources to our brothers and sisters seeking to know and share the joy of Jesus. 

 

 As we do each Sunday, this day gives us an opportunity to gather around the person of Jesus, 

“the very first and greatest evangelizer,” who continually sends us forth to proclaim the Gospel of the 

love of God the Father in the power of the Holy Spirit.  This day invites us to reflect anew on the 

mission at the heart of the Christian Faith.  The Church lives with a missionary heart by her constitution 

and nature.  If this were not so, or if the missionary dimension of the Church should cease, she would no 

longer be the Church of Christ. 

 

 The Church’s mission, directed to all men and women of good will, is based on the 

transformative power of the Gospel.  The Gospel is Good News filled with contagious joy, for it 

contains and offers new life: the life of the Risen Christ.  The person of Christ bestows his life-giving 

Spirit on us and becomes for us the Way, the Truth, and the Life. 

 

Our faith teaches us that as human beings can’t live alone. We belong to a society; we must 

maintain contact with others in relationships based upon friendship and collaboration.  Hence, it is 

necessary to organize reciprocal relations and determine the rights and duties of each person. We may 

ask: Is religion associated in any way with the organization of social and political life? We find the 

answer to this question in the Gospel of today. 

 

The Pharisees, together with sympathizers of King Herod, approached Jesus and asked him that 

provocative question: “Is it right for us to pay the Roman tax, or not?” (Mark 12:14; Matthew 22:17; 

Luke 20:22). The flattery that they used to introduce this question was not sincere. Any answer might be 

seen as double-edged. If Christ said “No” he would be identifying his mission as another in a series of 

drawn out political revolutionary movements. 

 

In his reply, Jesus does not answer the original question but he announces what seems to be 

engagingly vague: “Give back to Caesar what belongs to Caesar, and give to God what belongs to God.” 

(Mark 12:17) What does that mean? What must we give back? What part of this tax has been stolen 

from us? What part doesn’t belong to us? If one keeps Caesar’s coin in his pocket, it means that one uses 

it and thus recognizes Roman power. One can’t invent religious scruples only when it’s time to pay the 

taxes. For Christians, the first teaching seems quite clear: it’s a moral as well as a civil duty to contribute 

to the common good through the payment of taxes. No reason can justify the wanton destruction or theft 

of the state’s goods.  

(continued) 
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A Sample Homily for World Mission Sunday. continued 

 

 

Whatever the type of society and whatever the political or economic policies of the government, 

the Christian has to represent an exemplary citizen.  Christians possess the right and duty to tender their 

suggestions, to criticize and even to contest the various options taken, but they cannot act in such a way 

as to damage the civil community. However, Jesus doesn’t stop at stating our duty to contribute to the 

common good through the payment of our taxes. He adds something that stands as revolutionary: “Give 

[back] to God what belongs to God”. Give back what? Is there anything that doesn’t belong to Him? 

 

Then we must give Him everything, but how? Just as the coin has to be returned to its owner, the 

emperor, because it bears his image, so we must return to God the creature bearing his image. What is 

this creature? The first chapter of the Bible states: “So God created humankind in his image, in the 

image of God he created them” (Genesis 1: 27). Here then is the creature that cannot fall under the 

ownership of anybody else but God. Nobody has a right to dominate us, to enslave us, to oppress us: we 

are sacred and we belong to God. To God alone we render worship, but in other things, we happily 

acknowledge and serve the secular powers, praying that they will rule wisely and justly. 

 

World Mission Sunday gives us the opportunity to carry out the Lord’s exhortation in both ways: 

We could return to the poorest churches what they should have to pursue the mission of evangelization. 

In addition, we could show our gratitude to God for the mission that he has entrusted us at the heart of 

our Christian faith. This mission isn’t something added to the Christian faith. On the contrary, it lies at 

the heart of the faith. All Christians are missionaries of the Gospel and they participate actively to the 

mission of Christ. Pope Francis calls us to a renewal of missionary outreach and to strive to reach the 

peripheries that need the light of the Gospel. “We are all invited to walk the streets of the world with our 

brothers and sisters, proclaiming and witnessing to our faith in Christ and making ourselves heralds of 

his Gospel.”  

 

Your prayers and support for the young and growing churches in mission lands are a precious 

means of awakening in every Christian community a desire to reach beyond its own confines and 

security in order to proclaim the Gospel to all.  The Society for the Propagation of the Faith, thanks to a 

profound missionary spirituality and a constant commitment to raising missionary awareness and 

enthusiasm among Catholic Christians, tries to develop a missionary heart in every Christian. 

 

Today, let us join in prayer and solidarity, in testimony of life and communion of goods, in 

responding to the vast and pressing needs of evangelization. 

 

May the Virgin Mary, Mother of the Savior, help us to say our own “yes” to the missionary 

mandate of her Son, conscious of the urgent need to make His Good News resound in our time. 
 


