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At St. John the Baptist, Catechesis Program
Shepherds Children in Drawing Closer to Jesus
mation Leader in the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd.
St. John the Baptist has been utilizing the
program in its religious education classes for
a decade, and in its Catholic school for the
past few years. There are two atriums there;
the facility was designed with a dedicated
space for one of them, noted Susan Mareck,
school principal.
“As time went on, we realized that one atrium wasn’t enough, so we dedicated an additional room. The atriums are such blessings
to all of our kids and their families,” she said.
The atriums are filled with miniature versions of ambos, Paschal candles and vestments, and engaging pieces children can use
to fashion a liturgical calendar, the Creation
Story, the City of Jerusalem and the Last
Supper.
Yet the atriums are sacred spaces, and the
children treat them as such. In the atriums,
the children aren’t playing with toys; they are
engaging in meaningful work as they converse with God.
The sessions begin with a lesson offered by
the catechist – such as a Parable or a teaching
about a part of the liturgy.
After the lesson, children are asked, “What
work does God want you to do in the atrium
today?” said Barbara Fletcher. This question
reminds them that they’re not playing with
toys, but rather speaking to Jesus, she said.
In the atrium, children also learn reverence, responsibility and fine motor skills,
noted Susan White.
“We spend a lot of time developing routines so that they learn how to unroll and fold
fabrics, pour water, handle glassware and put
items in their proper places,” she noted. “The
children take wonderful care of the atriums.”
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Each session in the atrium concludes with
A kindergarten student prepares a model altar in one of the atriums prayer that brings together the entire class.
at St. John the Baptist School in New Freedom, where young children
“The program teaches the children in the
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A kindergarten student kneels in front of a
model altar in one of two rooms called atriums at St. John the Baptist School in New
Freedom.
Reverently, she prepares the altar, arranging the linen, the candles, the crucifix, and
the chalice and paten.
When the Eucharistic table is readied, she
nods to a catechist nearby, who kneels next to
the child and lights the candles as they sing
“Lord Jesus, Come,” a song that links the image of the Good Shepherd with the bread and
wine.
The model altar is one of numerous detailed and scaled-down versions of items in
the atriums at St. John’s, where students as
young as three years old are coming to know
and love Jesus through the Catechesis of the
Good Shepherd.
A hands-on Montessori-based approach to
Catholic religious education, the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd fosters children’s
growth in their relationship to God via Scripture and liturgy.
Designed for children ages 3-12, it was developed in Rome in 1954 by Catholic educators Dr. Sofia Cavaletti and Gianna Gobbi,
who discovered the profound religious intuition of younger children and their ability
to receive and enjoy the most essential elements of the faith.
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd occurs within an atrium, a specially-designed
room or portion of a classroom with attractive, colorful and mostly-handmade materials that children utilize as they reflect on lessons that catechists present in each session.
“Ultimately, it is designed for young students to let them fall in love with Jesus,” said
Patty Howell, formation catechist for the are developing relationships with Jesus through a program called the
parish and school. She is also a Level I For- Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.
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Permanent Diaconate Candidates
Installed into Ministry of Lector
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
In a significant step toward their ordination to the Sacred
Order of the Diaconate in 2020, 44 men in the diocese’s Permanent Diaconate Formation Program were instituted into
the Ministry of Lector during a Solemn Mass at the Shrine
of the Miraculous Medal at St. Catherine Labouré Parish in
Harrisburg on Nov. 18.
As family members, clergy and their formators looked
on, each candidate was called forward to present himself to
Bishop Ronald Gainer during the Rite of Institution of LecMore CANDIDATES, page 2

Bishop Ronald
Gainer presents
the Holy
Scriptures to
diaconate
candidate
Thomas
Owsinski
during the Rite
of Institution of
Lectors.
JEN REED, THE
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Candidates

in handing on the Word of God, so that it may grow of Admission to Candidacy for Holy Orders last Sepstrong in the hearts of his people,” Bishop Gainer in- tember, and are continuing studies including pastoral,
structed the men as they accepted the book.
spiritual and human formation in preparation for orContinued from 1
During the homily, as he sat before the men, seated dination in 2020.
tors. The bishop then, in his homily, offered an instruc- together in the first several rows of pews, the bishop
There have been three previous classes of deacons
tion about the rite before each candidate knelt before noted that the rite is “a major step in the installation ordained for service in the Diocese of Harrisburg;
him and was presented with the Holy Scripture.
into the Ministry of the Word, a preparation for the they were in 1978, 1983 and 2010.
“Take this book of Holy Scripture, and be faithful fullness of the Ministry of the Word that will be yours
when, as deacons, you proclaim the Gospel and your voice becomes the voice of
Jesus to his gathered people.”
He reminded the candidates and those
in the congregation that when we read
Scripture, we’re not reading a history
lesson or being reminded of what has
already taken place. “When the Word of
God is proclaimed, whether we read it
individually or in small groups, when we
reflect and pray on that Word, it is always
‘today.’ It is a living Word, where God
speaks to us in the present moment,” he
said.
“As you take on this new and formal relationship to the proclamation of
the Word,” he told the candidates, “it is
foremost to remember that as your voice
gives sound to the revealed Word of God,
it is done in this present moment, and in
that proclaimed Word we encounter God
present with us.”
“Scripture is no longer a subject to be
simply studied, or something to be mastered as another lesson,” Bishop Gainer
remarked. “Rather, the Living Word of
God, in all of our lives, ought to be that
which masters us and transforms us.”
The Diocese of Harrisburg announced
a new class for the permanent diaconate in February of 2015, from which a
period of application and selection followed. The first year of the program was
one of aspirancy, during which the men
focused on discernment of their call to
Several of the candidates are seen during the Liturgy of the ordained ministry. They were formally Bishop Ronald Gainer presents candidate Jorge Reyes with
accepted as candidates through the Rite the Holy Scriptures during the Rite of Institution of Lectors.
Eucharist.

The Candidates
Steven L. Auchey
Thomas W. Ballinger
David A. Barto
Shawn A. Biter
Alex A. Bogdanoff
Virgilio A. Centenera
Joseph Cingle
Chris J. Darrup

William G. Davies, Jr.
Michael R. Derois
Brian G. Fabian
Carl B. Freidhoff
Denis R. Gangloff
David M. Grady
Joseph M. Gusherowski
Thomas A. Hewitt
James V. Koch

Walter J. Kozlowski
Frank A. Kuchinski
James P. Lawson
William Paul Leavens
Christopher D. Livelsberger
Patrick A. McCormack
Michael D. McGovern
Randy T. Mentzell
Jorge L. Nazario

Samuel D. Nicola
Thomas T. Owsinski
Carlos Pichardo
Stephen P. Pichler
Henry J. Reese
Chad M. Reigel
Jorge L. Reyes
William D. Roesch
Scott A. Root

George B. Salzmann
Richard D. San Severino
Richard F. Satriale
Daniel R. Signore, III
Francis J. Skorija
Armando Torres, Jr.
Anthony J. Weaver, Jr.
Terry A. Willoughby, Jr.
Robert P. Wislock
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The candidates in the diocese’s permanent diaconate formation pose for a group photo with Bishop Ronald Gainer following the Solemn Mass with the Rite of
Institution of Lectors Nov. 18.
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You Can Assist Aging Sisters, Brothers and Priests in Religious Orders
Collection for Retirement Fund for Religious is Dec. 9-10
Catholics in the Diocese of Harrisburg will have the opportunity to “give to
those who have given a lifetime” as part of the collection for the Retirement Fund
for Religious, to be held in parishes Dec. 9-10. Coordinated by the National Religious Retirement Office (NRRO) in Washington, D.C., the annual appeal benefits
32,000 elderly Catholic sisters, brothers and religious order priests whose religious congregations lack adequate retirement funding.
Last year, the people of the Diocese of Harrisburg contributed $53,335.75 to
the appeal. Women and men religious who serve or have served in the diocese but
whose communities are based elsewhere may benefit from the annual collection.
Additionally, the Diocese of Harrisburg, in conjunction with the Archdiocese of
Philadelphia and the Diocese of Allentown, also distributes funding to local religious communities to support retirement needs.
The 2016 collection raised almost $30.7 million. Roughly 94 cents of every
dollar aids senior religious. In June, the NRRO distributed $25 million to 390 religious communities across the country. Communities utilize these funds to bolster
retirement savings and subsidize expenses, such as prescription medications and
nursing care. Throughout the year, additional funding is allocated to assist religious communities with the greatest needs and to promote ongoing education in
retirement planning and eldercare delivery.
“We are humbled and profoundly grateful for the love and support of Catholics
across the nation,” said Presentation Sister Stephanie Still, the NRRO’s executive
director.
Despite this generosity, many religious communities still struggle to provide for
aging members. Only 41 of the 539 communities submitting data to the NRRO in
2016 were adequately funded for retirement. Traditionally, Catholic sisters, brothers and religious order priests—known collectively as religious—served for small
stipends that did not include retirement benefits. Today, hundreds of religious
communities lack sufficient retirement savings. Compounding the funding shortage are the rising cost of care and the decrease in income that has resulted from the
declining number of religious able to serve in compensated ministry.
In addition to providing assistance for day-to-day needs, collection proceeds
underwrite initiatives to help religious communities address the factors underlying their retirement shortfalls. These efforts have facilitated solutions such as
collaborative care facilities, strategic partnerships with health-care providers and
numerous cost-saving measures.
“I visit many religious communities and see the good works that members
young and old provide,” said Sister Stephanie. “Generosity to the annual collection ensures our office can furnish support to help these communities care for
older members while continuing their ministries and witness.”
Visit www.retiredreligious.org to learn more.

Father Robert McDade Laid to Rest
Father Robert McDade, M.SS.CC., of the Missionaries of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, Linwood,
N.J., who formerly served in the Diocese of Harrisburg, died Nov. 4 at Atlantic Care Medical Center. He
was 73.
Father McDade was born in Pawtucket, R.I., son of
the late Robert and Julia (Heffernan) McDade. He received a B.A. from St. Mary’s College, Winona, Minn.,
in 1969 and received an M.R.E in 1975 and M. Div. in
1977 from Mt. St. Alphonsus Seminary in Esopus, N.Y.
He was perpetually professed in 1976 and ordained to
the priesthood on July 18, 1976, by Auxiliary Bishop
James L. Schad of the Diocese of Camden.

After ordination, he was appointed by the Missionaries as Vocation and Formation director at Villa
Pieta, Linwood, N.J., and as Director of Religious
Education, Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, Linwood. He
then served as Dean of Men, Holy Apostles Seminary,
Cromwell, Conn., from 1983 to 1984. He was named
Pastor of Our Lady of Sorrows Parish, Linwood, from
1984-1991. In 1993, he was appointed Associate Pastor of Immaculate Conception BVM Parish in Fairfield, Pa., which is staffed by the Missionaries of the
Sacred Hearts. He returned to Linwood in 1997 and
became Chaplain at Our Lady’s Residence in Pleasantville, and began working with Covenant House in

Atlantic City, where he held the position of Pastoral
Minister from 1999 until 2004. Due to health problems, he retired in 2008. For many years, Father McDade was a Chaplain to Serra Club and Knights of
Columbus in the Linwood area as well as the Knights
of Columbus in Waynesboro.   
Father McDade is pre-deceased by parents and a
brother. He is survived by two sisters and a brother.
The Mass of Christian Burial was celebrated Nov.
9 at Our Lady of Sorrows Church, Linwood, N.J.
Burial was in Holy Cross Cemetery, Mays Landing.
Condolences may be extended to the family at www.
ghwimberg.com.

Bishop Gainer’s
Public Calendar
November 28 – Mass and Stewardship of Mission Visit, York
Catholic High School, 10 a.m.
November 29 – Stewardship of Mission Visit with Advent Prayer
Service and Wreath Blessing, Delone Catholic High School,
McSherrystown, 9:30 a.m.
December 3 – Mass and Pastoral Visit, St. Peter Church, Columbia,
10:30 a.m.
December 4 – Attend Knights of Columbus Father Capodanno
Assembly Meeting, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 7:30 p.m.
December 5 – Stewardship of Mission Assembly, Bishop McDevitt
High School, Harrisburg, 8:30 a.m.
December 9 – Solemn Profession of Vows, Carmel of Jesus, Mary
and Joseph, Elysburg, 10 a.m.

To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313
To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church official, employee or
volunteer, also please call the Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Hotline:
1-800-626-1608 or email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor, llame al número
de teléfono gratuíto Línea de Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania
1-800-932-0313
Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor a manos de un official,
empleado o voluntario de la iglesia, también llame al
número de teléfono gratuíto de ayuda diocesana:
1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org
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Keeping God before Us

Giving Thanks

By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC
Special to The Witness

By Jim Gontis
Special to The Witness

Some time ago, as I was channel surfing, I came across a National Geographic program
about monkeys and great apes. I was intrigued to learn how stubborn a monkey’s nature
actually is!
In order to test higher cognitive skills of primates, scientists put
together several problem-solving “tests.”
One of the scenarios was this: A large
Thoughts
piece of fruit, the favorite of one of the primates being studied, was placed in a large
from a Catholic
clear jar with a lid enclosing it. The lid had a
Evangelist
hole just big enough for the primate to pass
Sister Geralyn
its hand into the jar and grab hold of the preSchmidt, SCC
cious fruit. In the test, the monkey could not
hold on to the fruit and pass it through the
hole. He would scream, jump up and down,
but would not let go of the fruit. All it had to do was let go of the fruit,
flip over the jar and the fruit would fall out. But because of its inability to let go of something in a sense, it became a prisoner of its desire.
I was reminded of this story as I read a passage in a book called Strangegods. The author, Elizabeth Scalia, states, “To place anything – be it another deity or something more
commonplace like romantic love, anger, ambition, or fear – before the Almighty is to give
it pre-eminence in our regard. To become too attached to a thought or a feeling or thing is
to place it between God and ourselves. When we attach ourselves to something other than
God, God’s presence is blocked, unseen and connected from our awareness.” 1
In my previous article, if you remember, I quoted from a blog by Leisa Anslinger, an
author for Our Sunday Visitor, who wrote the Ten Steps about putting God first. 2 My
previous article was about her first five steps; I conclude here with the last five. The steps
are hers, the explanations are mine.
Keep money in its place – This step is all about stewardship. Money is indeed important but it is only one of three “gifts” given to us: personal time, talent and treasure (aka,
money). They have been given to us by a God who deeply loves and wants us to use them
for His glory, not personal gain.
Decisions are steps – I have heard it say that you can boil a living frog up to the point
where it actually dies, if you do it slowly. Every day, we make decisions that either deepen
our relationship with God or not. Some decisions should be easy: Sunday Mass, daily
prayer, service to others, cherishing family and friends. Other decisions are not so clear
cut: how we talk to a co-worker, and our personal level of honesty and integrity when
dealing with technology are just two. In short, we must have a properly formed conscience
that is rooted in the Truth. The Catechism of the Catholic Church says it this way: “In the
formation of conscience the Word of God is the light for our path, we must assimilate it in
faith and prayer and put it into practice. We must also examine our conscience before the
Lord’s Cross. We are assisted by the gifts of the Holy Spirit, aided by the witness or advice
of others and guided by the authoritative teaching of the Church.” (CCC 1785)
Trust in God – Trust is all about making a decision to love. Do you love the world or
God more? This decision is not about loving a “good” verses a “bad.” The world is not
bad, because Christ walked on the earth and died to redeem the world. The issue lies in
holding onto this world and making it more important than our true home – where God
resides and wants us to be with him.
Eucharist and Reconciliation – How can I sum this up in a few sentences when both
of these topics can fill entire libraries? I truly believe that the bottom line is this: The
Sacraments make Christ present to us! During the Eucharist, heaven and earth are united,
God feeds us with spiritual food, and our hearts beat one with the Trinity. When we go to
the sacrament of Reconciliation, we humbly acknowledge our short comings and receive
forgiveness as well as the grace to be better! Is that cool, or what?
Learn from the saints – Saints are people who walked on this earth and struggled with
the same issues we all do. They are the heroes of our Church because they publicly lived
lives that pointed to God. We can learn from them. “If they can do this, so can I!”
So ends the Ten Steps about Putting God First. As I stare at the blinking cursor of my
computer, I can’t help wonder if I am often like that monkey who holds on to a “perceived” good rather than experiencing the joy of letting go, and allowing it to all “roll
out,” giving me what I so desperately desire. Hey, do you want a piece of some perfectly
ripened fruit?
1
Scalia, E. (2013). Strangegods: unmasking the idols in everyday life. Notre Dame,
IN: Ave Maria Press, pg. 14.
2
https://www.osv.com/Article/TabId/493/ArtMID/13569/ArticleID/4413/What-EveryCatholic-Needs-to-Know-about-putting-God-first.aspx
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordinator
at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the Diaconate
Program. An educator for 30 years, she is responsible for Professional Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she challenges her audiences to
be the individual God has called them to be.)

Have you ever found that most of your prayers involve asking God for things,
blessings, etc., for yourself and your loved ones? If so, I can relate. I find that a lot
of my time in prayer is petitioning God. I don’t think that is such
a bad thing. At least it means that we are reaching out to him
and that we realize our utter dependence
upon him for every good thing. Realizing
Vox Clamantis
this dependence on God is a big part of
what it means to fulfill the first of the beOne Crying in
atitudes, namely, being “poor in spirit.”
the Wilderness
But we are called to more. God creates
us to be in communion with him and othJim Gontis
ers. He wants to draw us to himself with
cords of love. Do we spend a portion of
our prayer each day in praise and adoration of him, the only true
God? Do we pray in contrition to him, as an act of sorrow for having offended
him by our sins? This is why a daily Act of Contrition is so important. Finally, we
thank our human friends for the goodness and kindnesses that they extend to us. It
is good to regularly pray in thanksgiving to God for all the many blessings that he
so gratuitously gives us.
I’m sure that each of us could come up with our own little thanksgiving lists that
would probably have some similarities and differences. With this in mind, and with
the Thanksgiving season here, what follows is a little personal litany of thanksgiving. There is so much more that I could list, but time and space and energy limit
what can be put in any one column or even series of columns. That said, here goes:
• For the solar systems, the earth, and all planets…thank you, Lord!
• For sun, moon, stars, blue skies, clouds, rain, snow, dew, and frost…
thank you, Lord!
• For mountains, valleys, hamlets, and plains…thank you, Lord!
• For oceans, rivers, streams, brooks, lakes, and ponds…thank you, Lord!
• For the great variety of trees, flowers, vegetation, and plants…thank you, Lord!
• For dogs, cats, insects, caterpillars, butterflies, birds, and fish…
thank you, Lord!
• For creating all the different colors…thank you, Lord!
• For clean water, hot and cold…thank you, Lord!
• For nutritious food, that you also made to taste good…thank you, Lord!
• For all of your wondrous creation…thank you, Lord!
• For our country, the United States of America, and for our freedoms…
thank you, Lord!
• For cities, towns, and the countryside…thank you, Lord!
• For a warm house and clothes with which to stay warm…thank you, Lord!
• For life, especially human life…thank you, Lord!
• For making human beings in your image, little less than the angels…
thank you, Lord!
• For making us body and soul composites…thank you, Lord!
• For gifts and talents you have given, which are all from your hand…
thank you, Lord!
• For those who serve valiantly in our military and all who protect us…
thank you, Lord!
• For those who serve the common good in any way…thank you, Lord!
• For our neighbors and all who have done us acts of kindness…
thank you, Lord!
• For my co-workers…thank you, Lord!
• For friends, need I say more?…thank you, Lord!
• For difficult people, for providing us opportunities to grow in holiness…
thank you, Lord!
• For all people of good will…thank you, Lord!
• For my relatives, who bring so much spice, fun, and enjoyment to life…
thank you, Lord!
• For my mom and dad, whom I can never repay…thank you, Lord!
• For my brother and sisters and their families, so dear to me…thank you, Lord!
• For my dear wife and our precious children…thank you, Lord!
• For our dear faithful departed…thank you, Lord!
• For our holy father and the gift of the papacy…thank you, Lord!
• For our bishop and the gift of the episcopacy…thank you, Lord!
• For our priests, deacons, and consecrated religious…thank you, Lord!
• For the deposit of faith…thank you, Lord!
• For the Eucharist, which means “thanksgiving,” and all the sacraments…
thank you, Lord!
• For the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass…thank you, Lord!
• For the gift of prayer…thank you, Lord!
• For the diversity of saints, who intercede and act as models for us…
thank you, Lord!
• For the angels, who watch over us, serve you and sing your praises…
thank you, Lord!
• For our Blessed Mother, our Mother in Heaven and Queen of All Saints…
thank you, Lord!
• For your Incarnation…thank you, Lord
• For your Passion, Death, Resurrection, and Ascension…thank you, Lord!
• For the sending of the Holy Spirit...thank you, Lord!
• For the holy, Catholic Church…thank you, Lord!
• For the communion of saints…thank you, Lord!
• For the forgiveness of sins…thank you, Lord!
• For the resurrection of the body and life everlasting…thank you, Lord!
• And especially, to our one, triune God…thank you for Yourself!
“Now thank we all our God, with heart, and hands, and voices!”
(Jim Gontis is the Director of the Diocesan Office for Evangelization and Catechesis, and the Director of Sports Ministry for the Diocese of Harrisburg.)
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Speaker Urges Catechists to Welcome
Intoxication and Heartburn from the Holy Spirit
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
Holding up imagery of tongues of
flame descending upon the apostles at
the first Pentecost, the keynote speaker
at this year’s Diocesan Catechetical
Conference introduced the goal of his
presentation:
“My job is to give you heartburn.”
Joe Paprocki, DMin., a faith formation
consultant, author and blogger addressed the several hundred catechists
gathered at the Cardinal Keeler Center
in Harrisburg on Nov. 11 for the annual
event.
While Dr. Paprocki comes from a
family of pharmacists – his grandfather
developed Paprocki’s Antacid Powder
and founded a pharmacy in 1919 – he
wasn’t referring to acid reflux and indigestion, but rather the joy and zeal of
the apostles as they set out to proclaim
the Good News.
Dr. Paprocki is a national consultant
for faith formation at Loyola Press,
an author and frequent speaker, and a
blogger at www.catechistsjourney.com.
He is the brother of Bishop Thomas
Paprocki of the Diocese of Springfield.
His keynote address focused on “Cultivating the Right Kind of Heartburn”
to set hearts on fire for Jesus Christ.
kerygma – the simple and straight“Go back to the apostles gathered in
forward proclamation of Jesus that is
the Upper Room on the first Pentecost.
designed to convert hearts and minds –
They were so fired up that even though
imitating the apostles as they set out to
their lives were in danger, they left the
teach all nations:
Upper Room and went into the center
• Point out that the current reality is
of Jerusalem to proclaim Jesus Christ,
broken, and proclaim a new reality: the
and 3,000 people were added to their
Kingdom of God. Teach that the Kingnumber,” he pointed out.
dom of God is in our midst now, and
“What was it that made those 3,000
it lifts us up from the brokenness that
people say, ‘I want what you’re havexists in the world.
ing’? It had to do with the fact that [the
• Identify Jesus Christ as a trusted
apostles] were on fire,” Dr. Paprocki re- source. Present him as the Savior to our
marked. “They should have been afraid. predicaments.
Their leader had been executed…. They
• Proclaim Jesus’ mighty deeds. Talk
should have been sad, yet they were
about the miracles he is doing in our
joyful.”
life, so that others will want the same.
While doubters accused the apostles
• Boast of the Cross as the means to
of being drunk, Peter would explain
eternal life. Celebrate selfless love and
that they were intoxicated with the
the laying down of our lives for others
Holy Spirit.
by setting aside
“That’s what
our own needs.
you and I are
• Share the
called to be,” Dr.
Good News of
Paprocki told
the Resurrection.
the catechists.
Tell others that
“We’re called
Jesus is alive
to be people
and present to us
who have been
today.
transformed and
• Invite others
who exhibit that
to follow Christ
transformation,
more closely as a
so that when othdisciple. Identify
ers see us or hear
their gifts, and
us, they might
encourage them
think, ‘What’s
to serve – pergotten into you? I
haps as a lector,
want what you’re
a cantor, or in the
having.’”
work of social
It is the joy that
justice.
we exhibit that
• Encourage
attracts people to
repentance and
our faith, not a
forgiveness. Be
doctrinal debate
clear that followor an instrucing Jesus requires
Dolores Evans of St. Margaret Mary
tion on moral
a change.
Parish in Harrisburg listens to the
teaching, Dr.
• Encourage
keynote presentation offered at the
Paprocki said.
commitment
to
Diocesan Catechetical Conference on
“We become so
Christ.
Teach
Nov. 11 at the Cardinal Keeler Center.
intoxicated when
others that
the Holy Spirit sets our hearts on fire,
following Christ requires a full comso that other people take pause and say, mitment, not just cheering from the
‘What’s going on in your life?’”
sidelines.
In his address, he presented nine
• Call others to discipleship and evanstrategies for catechists to share the
gelization. Send others forth to share

Calling on upon catechists
to lead with joy when they
invite others to follow
Christ, keynote speaker Joe
Paprocki, DMin., points to
a quote by Pope Francis:
“Christians must not be
sourpusses.”

JEN REED, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

the Good News, perhaps by asking
students to lead parts of a class.
“When we invite people to follow
Christ, we should lead with joy,” Dr.
Paprocki remarked.
“The apostles did this when they
went into the streets and proclaimed
the Gospel with kerygma. This is what
needs to be at the heart of all of our
catechesis,” he said.
“You and I are not teachers of a subject. We are facilitators of an encounter.
We are inviting people to encounter
Jesus,” Dr. Paprocki told the catechists.
“It’s the difference between ‘I want to
tell you about Jesus’ and ‘I’d like to
introduce you to someone I know.’
“Be under the influence of Jesus. Be
more kerygmatic,” he challenged. “Be
people who lead with joy when they
encounter other people. Go out and give
the world heartburn!”
The Catechetical Conference opened
with Mass celebrated by Bishop Ronald

Gainer, who thanked the catechists for
being his collaborators in ministry.
“No one of us is sufficient for the life
of the Church. All of us together in the
Body of Christ, God has gathered and
given each particular gifts,” he said in
his homily.
“The heart of catechesis isn’t information. The heart of catechesis is a
person: Jesus Christ,” Bishop Gainer
said. “Our work is to be in communion
with Christ in the fullest possible sense,
and then to impart that union – through
knowledge, through example – to those
we serve in catechesis.”
The event also featured numerous vendors from various diocesan
ministries, as well as educational and
religious items. Three afternoon sessions offered workshops on a variety of
topics, including apologetics, conveying the faith to adolescents, the role of
Godparents and sponsors, and catechesis for persons with disabilities.

Bishop Ronald Gainer congratulates Robert Jakielski, DRE at Mary, Mother of the
Church Parish in Mount Joy, and Judy Olinger, DRE at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Parish in Mechanicsburg, as recipients of the inaugural Catechetical Award for
Outstanding Service. The diocese plans to present this award on an annual basis.
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Lourdes Regional Celebrates $1 Million
EITC Milestone, 51% Enrollment Increase
2012, we had $14,000 in EITC money, and we
helped 20-some families. By 2014, we were getting
over $200,000 and helping hundreds of families.
The numbers tell the story.
This year, over $315,000 is available for parents and
Five years ago, Our Lady of Lourdes Regional
families to keep their kids here at Lourdes.”
School in Coal Township was in a dire position.
Where five years ago, students were leaving
There were 350 students enrolled in the PreK-12
Lourdes before their high school years because of
school, and area parishes were funding 40 percent
cost, “kids are now coming from all over the area
of its operating budget. The school was losing stubecause they want to be here,” he said, noting a curdents after their eighth and ninth grade year, as turent enrollment of 530.
ition costs increased. EITC funding to support tuition
Speaking about “a program that I truly believe in,”
assistance for families was at $14,000.
Rep. Masser called the EITC program a joy for the
region.
There were rumors that the school would close.
“I see what EITC means for parents who are able
Lourdes needed a lifeline.
to send their children to a school that they truly beWorking with school administrators, businessman
lieve in,” he remarked. “There are large classes here
and 1975 graduate Tony Varano developed a busiat Lourdes Regional, and it’s great to see…. We
ness plan, which included a push for more companies
to get involved in the EITC program. An acronym for Immaculate Heart of Mary Sister Maureen Donati and Bishop want to see Lourdes Regional continue to thrive and
Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax Credit Ronald Gainer congratulate Deacon Martin McCarthy on his grow.”
Mr. Varano expressed gratitude “for what the
program, it offers tax credits to eligible businesses retirement after 25 years of dedicated service to Catholic
contributing to a scholarship organization, thus as- education, as principal at St. Monica School in Sunbury and Pennsylvania legislators have done to make this prosisting families with financial assistance and retain- as teacher, administrator and principal at Our Lady of Lourdes gram available to business communities.”
“It’s a great program, but a lot of people aren’t
ing – and attracting – students in the school that best Regional High School. On the occasion of his retirement this
month, Lourdes has established the Deacon Martin P. McCarthy aware of it, and so we have to spread the word,” he
meets their needs.
Building Fund. Sister Maureen, who is the elementary principal said. “I am grateful to the PA legislators that, as a
As CEO of DSG, Inc., in Malvern, Pa., Mr. Varano
there, will serve as interim administrator during the transition.
business leader, I can give to this school and take
led the charge in participating in the EITC program
advantage of this great state program.”
and calling forth other businesses to do the same. To
Speaking
at the conclusion of the event, Bishop Gainer
the
hill,
and
truly
it
is,”
remarked
Deacon
Martin
McCardate, his business has contributed $1,061,000.
pointed
out,
“So many of our Catholic school students in
thy,
principal,
who
is
retiring
this
month
after
25
years
in
To celebrate this milestone, Our Lady of Lourdes Rethis
diocese
would
not be in our schools if it were not for
gional School held an EITC celebration on Nov. 8, wel- Catholic education.
the advantages that their families have to get assistance
He commended the community, faculty and staff, school through the EITC program.”
coming Bishop Ronald Gainer, Mr. Varano, State Rep.
Kurt Masser (R-107), area pastors and members of the board, parents, grandparents, alumni and leaders who have
“We are so fortunate that this legislation program is
supported the school.
school board.
available in Pennsylvania, and it is an advantage to the
The EITC program helps hundreds of families every business community and for our students.”
“Several years ago, the Chairperson of the Accreditation
(Learn more about Our Lady of Lourdes Regional School
for Middle States called Our Lady of Lourdes a beacon on year here at Lourdes,” Deacon McCarthy said. “In 2011by visiting www.lourdes.k12.pa.us. To find out more information about business participation in the EITC program
through the diocese’s Neumann Scholarship Foundation,
visit the “Giving and Development” link at www.hbgdiocese.
org or call the Diocesan Office of Development at 717-6574804, ext. 245.)

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
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Students fill the gymnasium Nov. 8 to celebrate the $1 million milestone in EITC funding from businessman and
1975 graduate Tony Varano. In the past five years, Lourdes has increased its scholarship assistance through
EITC from $14,000 to $315,000, and its enrollment from 350 students to 530.
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A brand new elevator was unveiled at the St.
Samuel Center in Harrisburg on Nov. 8,
offering residents of Catholic Charities’
residential programs there the ease of traveling
from floor to floor; alleviating the challenges of
maneuvering with children, strollers, wheelchairs
and bags; and reducing the risk of traversing the
stairs for the elderly and those with disabilities.
The center is home to the Interfaith Shelter for
Homeless Families, Evergreen House and the
Lourdeshouse Maternity Home. Funding for
the elevator was made possible through prior
year funds from an Emergency Shelter Grant.
Dr. Mark Totaro, Executive Director and CEO of
Catholic Charities, left, cut the ribbon alongside
Lisa Peck, Director of the Interfaith Shelter, and
Dan Eisenhauer, who, along with Debbie
Clayton, represented the Dauphin County Mental
Health/Intellectual Disabilities Program. The
elevator is the second phase of the “Hope for All”
campaign for the St. Samuel Center.
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Update: U.S. Bishops Take on Immigration,
Racism at Fall Assembly
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service
At the start of their annual fall assembly in Baltimore Nov. 13, U.S. Catholic bishops faced some big
issues – immigration and racism – straight on and zeroed in on how to raise the national level of discussion
on these topics starting in the church pews.
They acknowledged the current polarization in the
country and divides within the Catholic Church and
stressed their responsibility as Church leaders to promote immigration reform, educate parishioners on
justice issues and listen to those affected by “sins of
racism.”
On immigration, Bishop Joe S. Vasquez of Austin,
Texas, who is chairman of the Committee on Migration of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops, said
there needs to be a “path to legalization and citizenship for the millions of our unauthorized brothers and
sisters who are law-abiding, tax-paying and contributing to our society.”
The bishops responded with applause and an agreement by voice vote to issue a statement calling for
comprehensive immigration reform.
The bishops were keenly aware that their defense of
immigrants was not necessarily the view of the U.S.
Church at large. For example, Chicago Cardinal Blase
J. Cupich spoke of dangers of Catholics falling prey to
and believing “poisoning rhetoric” about immigrants
that demonizes them.
“There’s something wrong in our churches, where
the Gospel is proclaimed, and yet people leave our
worship services, our Masses on weekends, with that
rhetoric still echoing in their hearts,” he said.
Several bishops also brought up the notion of prudential judgment – referring to the view Catholics
could take on immigration that differs from the bishops – since it is not a specific matter of Church teaching.
The bishops who spoke on the floor didn’t buy that
argument and said Catholics can’t use it to push aside
the need to care for immigrants. Archbishop Salvatore
J. Cordileone of San Francisco took this a step further
saying prudential judgment can’t be “taken lightly”
on a “justice issue like immigration.”
Archbishop Thomas G. Wenski of Miami said the
bishops’ defense of immigrants, as brothers and sisters, not problems, is not only right for immigrants but
“for our society as a whole.”
On racism, Bishop George V. Murry of Youngstown,
Ohio, head of the bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee Against
Racism, said the Church must recognize “and frankly
acknowledge” its failings. He said the issue has found
a “troubling resurgence” in recent years, referring
particularly to a white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Va., this year where, he said, racial hatred was

CNS/BOB ROLLER

Bishop George V. Murry of Youngstown, Ohio, chair of the U.S. bishops’ Ad Hoc Committee Against Racism,
speaks Nov. 13 during the fall general assembly of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops in Baltimore.

“on full display.”
“Racism isn’t going to be conquered by speech
but by actions,” said Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory
of Atlanta, adding that this was a watershed moment
where the Church could play a leadership role.
He spoke about discussions happening at diocesan
and parish levels, and several bishops commented
about them as well noting that these discussions are
not easy, but so necessary to bring about healing.
Other key issues of the day where Church leaders
are responding include health care, taxes and abortion, mentioned by Cardinal Daniel N. DiNardo of
Galveston-Houston in his first address as USCCB
president. He took office at the close of last year’s fall
assembly.
“We are facing a time that seems more divided
than ever,” Cardinal DiNardo said. “Divisions over
health care, conscience protections, immigration and
refugees, abortion, physician-assisted suicide, gender
ideologies, the meaning of marriage and all the other
headlines continue to be hotly debated. But our role
continues to be witnessing the Gospel.”
He explained that the National Catholic War Council, created by the U.S. bishops in 1917 in response
to the world refugee crisis that emerged from World
War I and the forerunner to the USCCB, was formed

to address great national and international needs at a
time not unlike today.
The cardinal emphasized other modern challenges
such as recent natural disasters and mass shootings.
But the problems of the day should not overwhelm
Church leaders who should recognize signs of new
hope in the Church, mentioned by the papal nuncio,
Archbishop Christophe Pierre, who addressed the
bishops at the start of the meeting and encouraged
them to make time for prayer amid “burdens of the
office.”
He told them to be adventurous in the “new frontier
of faith” and to make a strong effort to accompany
young people who often question their faith.
The bishops also heard from the Vatican secretary
of state, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, at a Nov. 12 Mass
where he was the main celebrant and the homilist, and
at a dinner celebrating the USCCB’s 100th anniversary.
The cardinal told the U.S. bishops that the Church
needs them today to “bring not only material assistance but also the spiritual balm of healing, comfort
and hope to new waves of migrants and refugees who
come knocking on America’s door.”
He also urged them to follow the pope’s call to accompany the modern Church.

Bishops to Put Together Pastoral Plan
for Marriage, Family Life Ministry
By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service
U.S. Catholic bishops acknowledged that Catholic families and married couples need more support
from the Church at large and hope to offer it by giving parishes plenty of resources through a pastoral
plan for marriage and family life.
A proposal for such a plan was introduced to the
bishops on the second day of their annual fall assembly in Baltimore Nov. 14 and was approved by
paper ballot with 232 votes in favor.
The pastoral plan was described by Bishop Richard J. Malone of Buffalo, New York, a member of
the bishops’ Committee on Laity, Marriage, Family
Life and Youth, as a response to Pope Francis’ 2016
apostolic exhortation “Amoris Laetitia” (The Joy of
Love).
Bishop Malone, who introduced the idea to the
bishops, was filling in for Philadelphia Archbishop
Charles J. Chaput, the committee’s chairman, who

was in Rome for preparatory meeting for the Synod
of Bishops in 2018.
The bishop said he hoped the pastoral plan would
encourage long-term implementation of the pope’s
exhortation and also encourage a broader reading of
it. Several bishops who spoke from the floor echoed
this sentiment, emphasizing that the document was
more than just one chapter – referring to Chapter
8’s focus on the possibility of divorced and remarried Catholics receiving communion which gained
a lot of media attention.
Auxiliary Bishop Robert E. Barron of Los Angeles, founder of Word on Fire Catholic Ministries,
said a pastoral plan focused on the exhortation lets
the Catholic Church “seize control” of its message
after the “blogosphere was forcing us to read it in
another way.”
Archbishop Joseph E. Kurtz of Louisville, Kentucky, similarly noted that the exhortation’s Chapter 8 “got all the headlines” and he hoped a new
plan based on the text would get more people to

read the entire document and “read it slowly.”
A new pastoral plan for marriage and families
would not be “the pastoral plan,” as in the be all
end all addressing every detail, but it should provide a framework to help parishes work in this area,
Bishop Malone said.
Discussion from the floor on about this plan was
overwhelmingly positive.
Archbishop Paul D. Etienne of Anchorage,
Alaska, said the Church should look for ways to
lift up marriage and thank couples for all they do.
Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone of San Francisco said the Church should offer more than just
marriage preparation programs and should provide
something for couples after they are married.
They should know about marriage before they
come to Church to set up their wedding, he said,
emphasizing that catechism needs to start much
earlier.
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Catechesis
Program
Continued from 1

way that Jesus taught –
through Parables,” noted formation catechist
Pam Freidhoff. She, too,
is a Level I Formation
Leader in the program.
“We tell the students
that when they’re working in the atrium, they
should think about Jesus. The idea of their
work time is to carry
through on the lesson
they’ve just heard.”
One of the prominent
lessons in the Level I
Atrium, for children
ages three to six, is the
Parable of the Good
Shepherd. The story
is reaffirmed visually
with wooden replicas
of a pasture, sheep and
a shepherd. As the children replace the sheep
with figurines of people,
and the shepherd with
an image of Jesus, they
come to discover their
relationship with the
During an adult formation course in the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd
Good Shepherd.
held at St. John the Baptist in New Freedom this past summer, participants
“Even the young- work with materials connected to the Parable of the Good Shepherd.
est students are open
to hearing the Parables
from the Bible, and it
draws their faith out so
that they can express
themselves
through
prayer and through their
love for Jesus,” Mrs.
Howell remarked.
The catechists have
seen the fruits of the
program.
Diane Losasso, who
taught sixth grade for
a number of years, observed that “the students who had been
in the Good Shepherd
program in their early
childhood had more of a foundation of helped create unity between the reli- Above: Images
love for Jesus, and it deepened in them gious education students and the school and materials
through the years.”
students,” noted St. Joseph Sister Jane assist children
As part of the program, students un- Keller, Director of Religious Education in learning about
dergoing sacramental preparation at St. at St. John’s Parish. “It has drawn us all the Liturgy of
the Eucharist.
John the Baptist School and through together.”
the parish religious education program
Bonnie Campbell is a mother of five, Right: Containers
display the
gather with their families for contem- all but four of whom have gone through
liturgical colors,
plative prayer in the church. This al- the Good Shepherd Catechesis at St.
with which
lows entire families to enjoy formation John’s. This past summer, she took part
students can
together.
in the adult formation course that the
work in
“The Good Shepherd Catechesis has
More CATECHESIS PROGRAM, page 9
the atrium.

Students in Mrs. Miller’s first-grade class display the trace-and-color artwork they
created in one of the atriums at St. John the Baptist School in New Freedom.
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Patty Howell offers guidance in the atrium during an
adult formation course on the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd this past summer.

After working with materials associated with the Parable of the Good Shepherd,
a student in Mrs. Gringow’s kindergarten class places the sheep in their wooden
storage box.
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Bishop Blesses Icon of Patron Saint of the
Deaf at Mass for People with Disabilities
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
During the annual Mass celebrating
the gifts of people with disabilities,
held at St. Joseph Church in Mechanicsburg on Nov. 18, Bishop Ronald
Gainer blessed an icon of St. Francis de
Sales, the patron saint of persons who
are deaf.
The icon, written by iconographer
Jody Cole, shows the saint teaching
sign language to a young deaf and mute
man named Martin, whom St. Francis
de Sales took under his wing for 16
years. As a result of the saint’s education of the young man in the faith, Martin made his first Confession and first
Communion.
The striking icon is a gift for the deaf
Catholic community, which worships at
St. Joseph Church, where Father Thomas Rozman, pastor, celebrates the Mass
in sign language.
In his homily during the Mass, Bishop
Gainer remarked that one of the undeniable aspects of Christ’s love was his
inclusiveness of others. “No one was
excluded from the love of Christ. His
heart and his arms were open to all,” the
bishop said.
“If our job as disciples of Christ is to
grow to be more and more Christ-like,
then our love too must be inclusive,” he
said.
During the Mass, people with disabilities shared their gifts and talents as
greeters, altar servers and lectors as the
people of St. Joseph Parish welcomed
them for the celebration.
To learn about the ministry and activities of the Diocesan Office of Ministry with People with Disabilities, contact Larry Kiley, Director, at lkiley@
hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext.
322, or visit the Disabilities Ministry
link under the Outreach tab at www.
hbgdiocese.org.

Above: Members of the deaf Catholic
community join Bishop Ronald Gainer, Father
Thomas Rozman, pastor, and iconographer
Jody Cole, front center, at the icon of St.
Francis de Sales.
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Right: Bishop Ronald Gainer blesses an icon
of St. Francis de Sales, patron saint of persons
who are deaf.
Bottom, right: Altar servers look on during the
diocesan Mass celebrating the gifts of persons
with disabilities.
Bottom, left: Altar server Haley Devlin looks on
as Ginny Duncan and Father Thomas Rozman
communicate the Mass through sign language.
Haley, who serves at St. Joseph Parish in
Mechanicsburg, is thought to be the first deaf
altar server in the diocese.

Catechesis Program
Continued from 8

parish offered to train catechists in the program.
“At daily Mass, my children will apply what they’ve
learned. My son points to the priest sand says, ‘He is wearing green, so it is Ordinary Time.’ My daughter was sobbing
one day at Mass because she missed the epiclesis during the
consecration. My five-year-old will move to a pew toward
the front of the church to see the priest at the altar,” Mrs.
Campbell shared.
“If I can give that catechesis and love for the Lord to my
kids, it’s the best gift I can offer,” she said.
The weeklong Level I formation course drew a dozen participants from several parishes in the Diocese of Harrisburg
and the Archdiocese of Baltimore.
The participants underwent additional faith formation and
were instructed in the praxis of the program. They sat in the

“Even the youngest
students are open to
hearing the Parables from
the Bible, and it draws their
faith out so that they can
express themselves through
prayer and through their
love for Jesus.”
~ Formation Catechist Patty Howell,
St. John the Baptist, New Freedom

atrium and worked slowly and intentionally with the materials, just as a child would.
“When we were going through our formation, a three-yearold girl came in, and even she dropped everything to watch
and listen to what was being presented in the course,” said
Mrs. Fletcher. “She was enthralled. You can clearly see that
children, even this young, have a relationship with Jesus.”
Mrs. Freidhoff agreed.
“Just as children are able to pick up a language at a young
age, so too can they fall in love with God,” she said. “It’s not
that we can’t fall more deeply in love with him later in life,
but if we really get children to connect at an early age, those
roots will be more deeply planted.”
(St. John the Baptist Parish invites parents and catechists
who want to learn more about the Good Shepherd Catechesis or to observe children working in the atrium, to make a
visit. Contact Sister Jane Keller, Director of Religious Education, at srjkeller@sjbnf.org or 717-235-2156.)
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Our Mother of Perpetual
Help Celebrates All Saints Day
On Nov. 1, fourth-grade students at Our Mother of Perpetual Help School in Ephrata remembered the saints who have gone before us with a special presentation to the school community and
families. Students, under the direction of teacher Theresa Chanko, chose and researched the life
of a saint, then dressed in costume and told the story of that saint’s life to their schoolmates. Their
presentations provided historical and inspirational facts about the saints, and offered insight into
the lives of these remarkable people who dedicated their lives to the teachings of Jesus Christ.
Some of the holy men and women chosen by students this year included St. Terese, St. Andrew,
St. Patrick, and St. Alexandra.

York Student Songwriters Honored
The York Symphony Orchestra invited students from grades 3-12 to participate in the
2017 Student Song Writing Contest. Songs
were judged in three age-appropriate categories: elementary, middle school, and senior
high school.
Mason Kovach, a freshman at York Catholic
High School, won the 2nd Place award in the
Senior High School division for his instrumental composition for the trumpet. Mason plays
trumpet in York Catholic’s Marching Band,
Jazz Band, Concert Band, Musical Pit, and
Brass Choir. He is also a member of the York
Junior Symphony Orchestra.
Miranda Kovach, a 6th grade student at St.
Rose of Lima Catholic Elementary School and
Mason’s sister, won the 2nd Place award in the
elementary category. Miranda composed an instrumental piece for piano.
Mason and Miranda are the children of Marc
and Jill Kovach of Dover.

Resurrection Students
Share Art with Community
Resurrection Catholic School students in Lancaster recently completed the first of three projects to be displayed in the community as part of programs that feature student artwork.
Dutch Wonderland, Millersville University and the Diocese of Harrisburg sponsor programs
to showcase student art, and teacher Patricia McGuire felt it important for students to get involved.
“If you open up the world of creativity to kids, they’ll take off with it…. It’s one thing kids
don’t use enough of today – their imagination – because of high tech,” McGuire said.
Under her guidance, 87 students made stars of clay, pipe cleaners and premade molds to
decorate a tree at Dutch Wonderland Nov. 18-Dec. 30 as part of an outdoor display of 35 Christmas trees, each decorated by a local school.
“They wanted us to use stars as a theme, and that crossed our school theme: Family of Faith
– Let Our Light Shine,” McGuire said. Some grades colored wooden people of themselves
holding stars.
Students also entered Bishop Ronald Gainer’s Christmas Card Contest for a chance to be
the featured artist on the cover of his annual Christmas card. Contest rules state students must
“portray the real reason for the Christmas season, an interpretation of the birth of Jesus Christ as
seen through the student’s eyes.” Winners will be announced Nov. 30. Resurrection students selected to enter are Maria Longa Rondon, Sofia Than, Jackson Legenstein and Kimberly Rojas.
Finally, Resurrection Catholic School will be the featured school in February at Millersville
University’s Winter Center as part of Studio for Students, a program that rotates displays of
Lancaster County schools’ art work throughout the year.

Trinity Students Visit Food Bank
in Service to Community
By Katie Phelan
Special to The Witness

Students at St. Joseph School in Mechanicsburg recently participated in a student-led event
called SOCKTOBER. Students collected and donated 2,702 socks to help the homeless. The
socks were donated to the Interfaith Shelter for Homeless Families in Harrisburg. This initiative
was planned and organized by four fourth-grade students.

Students in grades 4-8 at Sacred Heart of Jesus School in Lancaster are using technology every
day. Students in grades 4 and 5 received a big surprise recently when they learned that they would
each receive their own iPad. A few days later, another surprise was delivered to upper grades in
the form of Chrome Books. Sacred Heart now offers one-to-one technology in grades 4 through 8.

The Trinity High School students who arrived at The Central
Pennsylvania Food Bank on Oct.
24 came to give their time, talents, and treasure to an organization directly linked to the Corporal Works of Mercy.
The juniors who visited the
Food Bank went as part of their
annual retreat. At Trinity, the
junior year retreat focuses on
service to members of the community. Scott Root, campus minister, notes that this retreat gives
students the “opportunity to meet
many people of all ages who face
different challenges on a daily
basis.”
The retreat is one facet of
Trinity’s service program, which
requires students to complete
20 hours of service annually to
school, community, and church.
These service hours are graduation requirements, and typically
the students gain more from service opportunities than they ultimately give. Mr. Root notes that
service to others helps students “reflect on their own lives and blessings.”
While at the Food Bank, the Trinity students had the opportunity to present a gift of $2,000 for
the vital work done there. These funds came from the First Annual Central Pennsylvania Crab
Fest held at Trinity on Aug. 26. Hundreds gathered for the Crab Fest to enjoy all-you-can-eat
crabs and barbeque chicken, as well as craft beer and wine from local vendors. The event was a
fundraiser for Trinity, and the school was able to purchase new curtains for the stage with some
of the profits.
An essential part of Trinity’s mission is service to others, and Principal John Cominsky wanted
to share the profits with the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank. He remarked, “It’s hard to hold an
all-you-can-eat and not think of the hungry in our community. Part of our mission is service to
others, and we wanted to keep that in the forefront with this event.”
The Food Bank was a natural recipient of the donation for Trinity. In addition to a long relationship with the high school, the Food Bank distributes 48 million pounds of food and grocery
products annually to hungry Central Pennsylvanians in 27 counties.
The work done by these students at the Food Bank falls into the mandate laid out in Matthew
25:40: “I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” Opportunities like these lay the foundation for a lifelong devotion to service for others.
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Pumpkin Drop Reinforces STEM Lessons at Corpus Christi School
By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
With teachers Amy Fetterhoff and Amanda Blough secured at the top of a firetruck
ladder 95 feet above the school playground
on Nov. 13, students at Corpus Christi in
Chambersburg squealed and cheered in
delightful anticipation.
“Five! Four! Three! Two! One!” the
student body shouted, then held their breath
as Mrs. Fetterhoff and Mrs. Blough teetered
boxes on the edge of the ladder before sending them on a 95-foot drop.
Inside each box was a pumpkin – packed
and secured by teams of four students as
part of a STEM activity to discover effective (and sometimes ineffective) ways to
keep the squash from, well, being squashed
as a result of the drop.
Some boxes were filled with bubble
wrap, others attached to a tarp or a sheet
that perfectly billowed as a parachute, and
even one was affixed with a dog bed as a
landing pad.
The pumpkin drop, now in its third year
at Corpus Christi School, is one of the
highlights of the school year, and while the
entire student body enjoys the excitement
and laughter of the activity, they also learn
lessons in the engineering-design process –
in this case, energy transfer.
Students in grades 3-5 participate in the
pumpkin drop by creating secure boxes,
while the rest of the student body watches.
In teams of four, they work in class to discuss and create their box, and bring in their
own materials to execute a successful drop.
“It’s been really exciting to watch their
thought process, especially as they talk
to each other about what they’ve learned
from past years and the success their peers
have had,” noted fifth-grade teacher Amy
Fetterhoff.
“They start in third grade with basic
designs, and boxes filled with soft materials
that they think will absorb the energy. Then
by fifth-grade, they are designing elaborate
boxes with parachutes and different materi-

Corpus Christi School teachers Amy
Fetterhoff and Amanda Blough prepare to
ride to the top of the Chamersburg Fire
Department’s Ladder #1, taking them 95
feet above the students watching below.
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Fifth-graders Chistianna Small, Mya Trotty and Gabrielle McClister react to the
sight of their pumpkin after a successful drop.

als that they know from experience will reduce the amount of energy transferred from
the pumpkin,” she said. “As a teacher, it’s
been really wonderful to see how they’re
progressing with this project.”
“I’ve watched them collaborate,” she
said. “If one student is dead set on using
bubble wrap, and another wants to use
cotton balls, they have to find a way to
compromise, and that’s real-world application. Yet they work through, by putting the
materials side by side and examining the
pros and cons of each to come to a decision.”
Discussion and compromise was part of
the project for one team of fifth-grade girls
this year.
“We had some respectful disagreement
at some points in the project, especially regarding a landing pad,” said Mya Trotty, as
she waited for the pumpkin drop to begin.
“We had different thoughts on that, but in
the end we all came together and learned
about having trust in our teammates.”
The team wrapped their pumpkin in sev-

eral plastic shopping bags and filled their
box with packing peanuts, Easter grass, and
bubble wrap.
“Last year at the pumpkin drop, we didn’t
use much bubble wrap, and so this time
we decided that we should increase the
amount,” explained Gabrielle McClister.
“This time, we also used the wrap with the
larger bubbles because we knew they would
be more durable and absorb the impact.”
Their plan was a success. The teammates
opened their box to find their pumpkin
intact and scratch-free.
The pumpkin drop is just one aspect of
Left: A pumpkin
enclosed in a
cushioned box –
complete with a
tarp as a
parachute –
descends from a
95-foot fall during
Corpus Christi
School’s third
annual Pumpkin
Drop as part of
a STEM project
there on Nov. 13.
Right:
Fourth-graders
Ava Hussey, Abby
Kendall, Nadia
Woolf and Miley
Parmer react as
they remove their
pumpkin from its
container. The
all-girl team
devised a plan
with a tarp to
serve as a
parachute, but it
became detached
from the box
during the drop,
resulting in a
broken pumpkin.

STEM (science, technology, engineering
and mathematics) integration throughout
Corpus Christi School. Mrs. Fetterhoff is
working with Mrs. Blough, fourth-grade
teacher, on a grant for a classroom set of
Sphero SPRK+, which are ball-shaped
waterproof robots that can be programmed
with an iPad to light up, make noise and
change direction. Other STEM kit materials
at the school include a weather station and
an astronomy program complete with three
telescopes that the students can take home
to enjoy with their families.
“In teaching STEM lessons, I’ve noticed
that the students are more willing to accept
failure, and it ultimately pushes them further to succeed. That’s the kind of learners
that we need for our future workforce,”
Mrs. Fetterhoff remarked.
Younger students are enjoying STEM
activities, too. Second-grade teacher Beth
Lechleitner has set up a “Maker Space”
room adjacent to her classroom, filled with
materials that students can use to create
everything from artwork to inventions.
“There are so many STEM activities that
can be introduced into the classroom – it’s
just a matter of sifting through them for
what you’re teaching,” Mrs. Lechleitner
said.
She leads an after-school STEAM
Club – the A is for arts – and Math Club
that are maxed with participants excited and
prepared to step up to challenging projects.
Through these clubs, students in grades K-2
are learning about pattern repetition, balance, and mathematical concepts like slopes
and fulcrums.
“In so many instances, they think that
they’re playing, when actually they’re
learning science, technology, engineering
and math. They’re also learning to look at
why projects failed and what they have to
do to fix it,” Mrs. Lechleitner noted.
“Hands-on activities to get the students
involved will help stimulate them in the
classroom,” she said.
It’s an approach that has been adopted
throughout the school, spanning social studies, art, music and religion classes as well.
“The STEM integration in our school is
something we want to be in the forefront
of what we want to accomplish,” Mrs. Fetterhoff said. “We are able to easily integrate
STEM lessons into all of our subjects, and
the students can see how everything in our
world is connected.”
(Learn more about Corpus Christi School
at www.cccschambersburg.org or call 717263-5036.)
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State Championship Barely Eludes
Delone Catholic Volleyball
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
Far from home, playing in front of a partisan crowd cheering loudly for the Freeport Yellow Jackets, it looked for a moment that Delone Catholic girls’ volleyball
team was going to capture their second
state Class 2A championship in four years
at Richland High School in Johnstown on
Nov. 18.
After Delone won the first set 25-23 to
gain momentum, Freeport seized control
of the match by dominating the second set
before winning the next two to take the
best-of-five-set match.
Seeming to win every key point, Freeport
played a strong match at the net, blocking
Delone’s outside strikers throughout the
match. And when Delone did achieve a
clean strike, the Yellow Jackets’ digging
and passing game was fundamentally
rock solid. It was not that the Squirettes
lost the match; it was more the fact that
Freeport won the match with their excellent play on the big stage of a state final,
while in front of a packed gym filled with
their fans. Given Freeport is only 30 miles
from Johnstown, the Yellow Jackets had a
distinct home court advantage.
But Delone didn’t seem like a team apt
to make any excuses. Champions don’t
do that. For sure, a few referee calls went
against them, but they battled and rallied
to the very last point. In a match that fea-

Delone
Catholic’s
outside hitter
Emma
Malinowski
spikes around
Freeport’s
formidable
blockers.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE
CATHOLIC WITNESS

tured many long, beautifully played rallies, that truth made the loss all the more
disappointing.
“This was not our most talented squad,”

a disappointed head coach Jason Leppo
said afterwards. “But I think this is one of
our greatest teams.” It was a team, Coach
Leppo said, that bought into each other

and was very close, and he said that this
is a team that should be remembered and
celebrated for that more important greatness.
Maddie Clabaugh,
sophomore, dinks over
Yellow Jacket blockers.

Chloe Kindig,
senior setter,
nails a serve
in the first set.

Senior Sydney Paulin holds the runner-up silver trophy for the Squirettes. Delone
won the state championship in 2013.

Chloe Kindig, senior, wipes away the tears of disappointment. Delone finished
their outstanding season at 22-2.
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End of the Road for Fighting
Irish’s Repeat Championship Hopes
By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness
In a rematch of last season’s District 3
Class 2A football championship game,
York Catholic again battled the Buffalos of
Newport High School on a cold, but calm
Nov. 11 at Boiling Springs High School.
In last year’s contest, the Fighting Irish
racked up 51 points on nearly 500 yards of
rushing to cruise past Newport.
This year, only trailing 13-7 at halftime,
the Fighting Irish had gained momentum
after scoring a late touchdown on a nifty
blocked punt in the second quarter to set
up a play to make it a one-score game.
And starting the second half with the ball
gave the Fighting Irish hope despite struggling mightily to move the football in the
first half.
But the Fighting Irish could not sustain
a drive or run the ball with any success
against a stout Newport defensive line.
When you can’t run the ball, it means
your defense is on the field for too many
minutes. York Catholic only gained three
yards rushing all game.
On the other hand, Newport’s Ethan
Rode, not a speedy or breakaway runner, grinded out 197 yards on 36 carries,
which wore down York Catholic over
four quarters. In uncharacteristic fashion,
York Catholic did not tackle well against
a running back that was quite determined
to fight for every yard. Tack on four turnovers by the Fighting Irish, and a disappointing 26-7 loss finished off their otherwise solid season at 8-3.
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York Catholic’s Andrew Snelbaker finds tough going in the trenches against Newport’s big, but agile, defensive front.

Above: Riley Brennan, captain wide receiver, makes a great catch on the
Fighting Irish’s only score of the game.
Right: Newport’s Ethan Rode breaks a tackle to gain several of his 197
rushing yards.
Left: York
Catholic
defensive
back Torrey
Thomas
almost hauls
in an
acrobatic
interception in
the end zone.
Right: Senior
co-captain
Liam Landis
reflects on
the end of his
high school
football
career. York
Catholic has
played in five
straight
District 3
Class 2A
championship
games.
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St. Catherine Labouré to Host ValLimar Jansen
The names of the following deceased persons have been submitted
by their parishes. Please remember
in your prayers the happy repose of
these recently departed souls and the
consolation of their loved ones.
BUCHANAN VALLEY – St.
Ignatius Loyola: Patricia “Pat”
Brandstetter.
CAMP HILL – Good Shepherd:
Paul Bradigan, Margaret LaVia,
Helene Pendzinski, Daniel Speca.
CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus
Christi: Pero Bilic, Peter Anthony
Bokeko, Rosalie “Bucky” Bowers,
Thomas Carl Elder, Joseph Englehart,
Alda Mae Fuller, Robert J. Mercier,
Cesar Augusto Santamaria, Larry O.
Tornow.
COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Holly
Oatman.
CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of
Jesus: Richard M. Crouse, James R.
Murren, Joseph F. Smith.
DANVILLE – St. Joseph: Dr.
Joseph Mowad, Thomas Sharkey.
ELIZABETHTOWN – St. Peter:
Mildred “Mickey” Peters.

JONESTOWN – Our Lady of
Fatima: Thomas Kaley.
MECHANICSBURG – St.
Elizabeth Ann Seton: Bob Poiesz; St.
Joseph: Harry Bellis, Joseph “Jay”
Curreri, Jr., Elizabeth Ream.
NEW CUMBERLAND – St.
Theresa: Natalie Gehosky, Cyril F.
Pipan.
NEW OXFORD – Immaculate
Conception BVM: Ruth Black, John
Overbaugh, Terry Young.
PALMYRA – Holy Spirit: Loretta
Emerick, Steven Forti, Kathryn J.
Kaylor.
SELINSGROVE – St. Pius X:
Edwin F. Ryan, John Whitmer.
WILLIAMSTOWN – Sacred Heart
of Jesus: George E. Buggy, Charles
(Budd) Carr.
YORK – Immaculate Conception
BVM: John Ream; St. Joseph: Edward
A. Colross; St. Rose of Lima: Bridget
DeLia.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis
Xavier: Juana Carbajal.
HANOVER – St. Joseph: George
Long, Jeffrey Morrison, Mary Papilon,
Jerome Thomassy; St. Vincent de Paul:
Earl Schuman.
HARRISBURG – Cathedral Parish
of St. Patrick: Cleopatra Pherribo; St.
Catherine Labouré: John McElwee,
Charles Krah; St. Francis of Assisi:
Jean Jones; St. Margaret Mary: Paul
Day, Louise Quinn, James Rutter.
HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc:
Gertrude Gurt, John Hines, Mary
Smith.

Please pray for the following
clergy who died in November
during the past 25 years:
Father Martin Zarkoski, 1992
Father Michael F. Barrett, 1996
Msgr. Damian McGovern, 2000
Father Thaddeus Strzelec, 2005
Father Paul Rindos, 2011
Deacon Ross Beighley, 2012.

Sign Up to Receive The Witness Electronically
Through a free e-mail service, you can receive the diocesan newspaper in a
fast and user-friendly electronic format. Sign up for the e-mail service by logging on to the diocesan Web site at www.hbgdiocese.org. Follow the News/
Events tab to The Catholic Witness page and click on “Catholic Witness Email Sign Up.” Once you complete the form, you will be added to our e-mail
list. Registration with the e-mail service will not automatically cancel your
mailed subscription. If you prefer to receive the online version instead of a
copy in the mail, contact our Circulation Coordinator, Susan Huntsberger, at
shuntsberger@hbgdiocese.org or 717-657-4804, ext. 201, with your Witness
account number, and your name, address and phone number.

Retrouvaille
A Lifeline for Marriages

Is there stress in your marriage?

Retrouvaille is a program for married couples who feel bored,
disillusioned, frustrated or angry in their marriage. Some experience coldness. Others experience conflict in their
relationship. Most don’t know how to change the situation or even communicate with their spouse about it.
Retrouvaille has helped tens of thousands of couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. In the Diocese of
Harrisburg, the program is under the auspices of the Office of
Family and Respect Life Ministries.
For confidential information about the program, or to register
for a Retrouvaille weekend January 12-14 in Mechanicsburg,
call 1-800-470-2230 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com.

St. Catherine Labouré Parish in Harrisburg will be presenting “An Advent Evening of Music, Stories & Prayer with ValLimar Jansen” on Dec. 6 from 7-9 p.m. in
the church. Admission is free. A freewill donation is requested, a portion of which
will be tithed to The Daughters of Charity, Puerto Rico.
“Amazed by the power of her presence…” these words of testimonial best describe the passion that is ValLimar Jansen. Blessed with an extraordinary voice,
ValLimar is a highly-regarded singer, composer and recording artist. Her presence
on stage commands attention and her music draws people into the Word of God in
a new and deeper way.
ValLimar has presented at some of the largest gatherings of Christians in recent
years including: An international papal prayer service for over 300,000 Roman
Catholics, The March for Life, the National Conference for Pastoral Musicians,
The National Catholic Youth Conference, the Mid-Atlantic Conference, and World
Youth Day.
ValLimar has been singing professionally since the age of six and holds degrees
in music and performance and professional degrees in the Arts from Howard University, California State University and the University of California.
She and her husband, talented keyboardist/songwriter/arranger Frank Jansen,
have recorded several CDs, including their latest work, “Give God the Glory.”
Their works are influenced by Gospel, contemporary Christian and Jazz, although
she sings a wide variety of music including traditional organ based hymnody. Her
music will be available for purchase after the performance in the narthex of the
Shrine.
For more information, call the parish office at 717-564-1321 or e-mail jkelly@
sclhbg.org.

St. Francis Xavier to Hold Annual
Noreen Neitz Memorial Run and Walk
St. Francis Xavier School in Gettysburg will be holding its Fifth Annual Noreen
Neitz Memorial 10K and 5K Run and Sufficiently Radical 1 Mile Walk on Dec. 16.
We are pleased to announce the addition of a 10K route! The 10K and 5K race will
begin at 10 a.m., and the 1-mile walk will begin at 10:15 a.m. Same-day registration will be accepted beginning at 8 a.m. Pre-registration is strongly encouraged,
and t-shirts are guaranteed for all runners and walkers registered by Dec. 1. Preregistration information can be found on the school development Web site. The
race and walk will begin and end at St. Francis Xavier School, Xavier Center at 465
Table Rock Road, Gettysburg.
Noreen Neitz was the spiritual leader of the St. Francis Xavier youth group and
a strong advocate for service to others when she lost her battle with cancer on July
10, 2013. During her last months, Noreen spent much of her time writing on her
blog titled “Sufficiently Radical” and continued to stay active by walking wherever
she could within a mile of her house. With Noreen’s tenacious spirit in mind, a
scholarship fund was developed in her name, encouraging youth to dedicate their
time and service and be active members of the church and community.
Proceeds from this event will be divided equally between the St. Francis Xavier
School Development fund and the Noreen Neitz Scholarship Fund. The Noreen
Neitz Scholarship Fund will award a portion of their funds to 8th grade students
attending St. Francis Xavier Catholic School who show service to the community
and are active members of the parish and its youth group. The remainder of the
proceeds will be used to provide assistance to St. Francis Xavier School families
in need with tuition cost. Those interested in more information or sponsorship opportunities should call St. Francis Xavier Catholic School at 717.334.4221, visit the
school website https://www.sfxcs-pa.org/ or e-mail nnscholarship@sfxcs-pa.org.
All 10K finishers will receive a medal. This year’s 5k race will again award pies
to the three top winners in each age category. The overall top finishers (male and
female) of the 10K and 5K will receive pies and cash prizes. The awards will be
distributed at approximately 11:15 a.m.

St. Joseph Council 12788 in
Mechanicsburg Earns Star Council Award
for Second Year in a Row
St. Joseph Council 12788
in Mechanicsburg has attained the prestigious
Knights of Columbus Star
Council Award for the second consecutive year. For
the past two years, under
the leadership of Francis Bludis (Grand Knight
2015-2016) and Frank
Crupi (Grand Knight 20162017), the council fulfilled
the requirements for Star
Council by performing the
mandatory church, council, family, and community
projects plus reaching their quota for new regular and insurance members. Past
Grand Knight Francis Bludis, Father Thomas Rozman, pastor, and Grand Knight
Frank Crupi are pictured with their awards.
Grand Knight Crupi would like to thank all members of the council for their
support in attaining these awards. From the moment of its founding in 1882, the
Knights of Columbus have espoused charity as their first principle. In 2016, the
Knights of Columbus set a record in charitable giving for the 18th consecutive year
with charitable donations of $177,500,673. In addition, the Order achieved its highest level of charitable service by volunteering more than 75 million service hours.
As Knights of Columbus, Catholic men are able to put their faith into practice.
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in Zagreb. There will be a light reception following the performance at the St. Lawrence Club on Front and Highland Street in
Steelton. Donations/Ggoodwill offerings will be accepted at the
church door.
Compiled by Jen Reed

Spiritual Offerings

An Ecumenical, Inter-Religious Candlelight
Remembrance Service will be held for anyone who has
experienced the death of a friend, family member, or loved one to
suicide. It will be held on Sunday, Dec. 10 at 6 pm. at Sacred Heart
Basilica, Conewago, 30 Basilica Drive, Hanover. Light refreshments
will be served in the parish hall following the service. For more
information, contact Sue Poist at 717-624-2055 or e-mail smpoist@
hotmail.com. All are welcome. It does not matter when the suicide
occurred. This is a time for us all to come together to let you know
you are not alone.
Caelorum at St. Joan of Arc Church in Hershey
will be held on Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. Join your fellow brothers and
sisters in Christ as we praise Our Lord through prayer, praise, worship and music. Father Modestus will preside. A reception will be
held immediately following the Caelorum in the cafeteria. For more
information, call 717-583-0240. All are welcome, please join us!
Mass with prayers for healing will be celebrated Dec. 5
at 7 p.m. at St. Theresa Church in New Cumberland by Father Paul
CB Schenck. The Mass is sponsored by the Pilgrims of Praise and
Life in the Spirit prayer groups. Call Mary Ann at 717-564-7709 or
Loretta at 717-737-7551 for information.
The National Night of Prayer for Life, to honor Our
Blessed Mother and pray through her intercession for a culture
of life and protection for the Church from persecution will take
place Dec. 8-9 from 8 p.m.-12:15 a.m. at St. Joan of Arc Church in
Hershey.

Pilgrimages and Retreats

A pilgrimage to the Holy Land is being organized by
Father John McCloskey, pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Dallastown,
from June 14 to 25, 2018. We will see the key places where Jesus
lived, ministered, died and rose: Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jericho,
Jerusalem, Mt. Tabor, Capernaum and other sites on the Sea of
Galilee. The trip also includes a visit to the Dead Sea and the
desert fortress of Masada, as well as a free day in Jerusalem. The
cost, including bus transportation from Dallastown, airfare and most
meals is $3,695 per person. The price without airfare is $2,695.
If this sounds interesting, you can find more information at http://
selectinternationaltours.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Fr.-JohnMcCloskey-HL-2018_web.pdf or by contacting Father John at
pastor@sjdrcc.org or by calling 717-246-3007.

Education & Enrichment

Theology on Tap York will meet on Nov. 28 at The First
Post (2nd floor), 3691 E. Market St., York. Happy hour begins at
7 p.m., followed by the speaker at 7:30 p.m. Katie Lundstrom,
founder and President of Firm Foundations, an Executive Coaching
firm, will speak on the topic: “Navigating the Young Adult Years.”
Theology on Tap is a young adult ministry and evangelization outreach of the Diocese of Harrisburg. All young adults (20s and 30s),
single, married, Catholic or not, are invited to attend. For more
information, check out www.facebook.com/YorkTheology.
Theology on Tap Lancaster will feature Father Brian
Wayne, Diocesan Director of Vocations and Campus Minister at
Millersville University, on Dec. 14 at 7 p.m. at Arooga’s Grille House
(upstairs), 125 South Centerville Rd., Lancaster. Note change of
location for December’s event. Father Wayne will speak on “The
Perpetual Discerner: A Paralysis by Analysis” in response to the
many times he has been asked, “What does God want me to do?”
Theology on Tap is a young adult ministry and evangelization outreach of the Diocese of Harrisburg. All young adults (20s and 30s),
single, married, Catholic or not, are invited to attend. For more
details, check it out on Facebook or www.totlancaster.com.
An Advent Evening of Reflection will be presented
by Father Dwight D. Schlaline, pastor of Our Lady of the Visitation
Parish in Shippensburg, on Dec. 5 at 7 p.m., at St. Katharine Drexel
Church, 1 Peter Drive, Mechanicsburg. His topic will be “Spiritual
Warfare and Advent.” The evening is sponsored by the Parish
Council of Catholic Women. Everyone 16 years of age and over is
invited. A social hour will follow. For more information, please call
Stella at 717-766-3436.
Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible – If you would like
to have a deeper relationship with God and a better understanding
of your faith, then join us for Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible.
You will not only benefit personally from being part of this study;
you will also help to bring about a profound renewal in our parish
as we grow closer to Christ. St. Rose of Lima Parish in York will
begin Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible on Jan. 11 at 7 p.m. For
more information, or to sign up, contact Sharon Egan at 717-8433043 or segan@hbgdiocese.org. Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible
helps you uncover the story woven through Scripture with its clever
narrative approach and ingenious color-coded Bible Timeline. The
study includes a series of eight informative and engaging half-hour
videos presented by Jeff Cavins. Each video will be followed by a
lively group discussion.
Weekly Bible study and faith sharing – Join the
ongoing Bible Study and Faith Sharing group that meets Monday
mornings at St. Rose of Lima Parish in York 10 a.m. in the former
convent dining room. Each week, we peek at the next week’s
Scriptures to get a deeper understanding of what we learn at Mass.
The Holy Spirit takes over from there and leads our discussions
sometimes to surprising places. To find out more, contact Sharon
Egan at 717-843-3043 or segan@hbgdiocese.org.
English as a Second Language / Inglés Como
Segundo Idioma: ESL Classes are offered at St. Vincent de
Paul Church, 220 Third Street, Hanover four times a week. We
have classes Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 9-10:30 a.m.
as well as Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 7-8:30 p.m. Our
teachers are motivated and ready to help you learn the English

language as well as customs. Classes are open to all whose first
language is not English. All levels of proficiency. No discrimination. All are welcome, including children. No fee, no registration
required. If you have questions or would like additional information please contact Judith E Ciancio at juditheciancio@comcast.
net or 717-476-0405. Las clases de ESL se ofrecen en la Iglesia
St. Vincent de Paul, 220 Third Street, Hanover cuatro veces a la
semana. Tenemos clases de martes y jueves por la mañana de
9-10:30 a.m. así como martes y jueves por la noche de 7-8:30
p.m. Nuestros profesores están motivados y listos para ayudarle
a aprender el idioma Inglés, así como las costumbres. Las
clases están abiertas a todos aquellos cuyo primer idioma no es
el inglés. Todos los niveles de competencia. No discriminacion.
Todos son bienvenidos, incluyendo niños. No hay cuota, no se
requiere registro. Si tiene preguntas o desea más información,
comuníquese con Judith E Ciancio a juditheciancio@comcast.net
o al 717-476-0405.

Fundraisers & Events

Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish in
Harrisburg, through K of C Council 15137, is selling
December 2017 Calendar Lottery Tickets through the end of
November. Each ticket is $20 and has 2 live numbers every
day in December to win cash prizes. Winners are determined
based on the Evening Pick 3 Pennsylvania Daily Lottery number.
Contact the rectory office at 717-233-1014 or Steve Grimme at
sgrimme2@comcast.net or 717-574-3498.
St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Harrisburg is
hosting a car raffle. First prize is a 2017 Honda Civic LX Sedan (color determined by stock) or $15,000 cash. Second prize,
$500. Third prize, $300. Fourth prize, $200. Prizes for fifth through
14th place are $20 each. Raffle tickets are $10 each, or three for
$20. Drawing is Dec. 25 at noon in the church basement. Need
not be present to win. Visit the parish office or call 717-232-1003
to purchase tickets.
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Council of Catholic Women in Williamstown is having a Holiday Cheer
Raffle. Tickets are $2 each and the gift certificate prizes are: $150
PA Wine and Spirit Store, 2nd Prize $50 Broad Mountain Winery,
3rd Prize $50 Armstrong Winery, $25 Nelson’s Beer Distributor
and $25 Lykens Valley Beverage Gift Certificate. Call Dawn at
717-647-9124 or Anne at 717-647-9182 or any member of the
PCCW to get your chances.
Bingo will be held at St. James Parish Hall in
Lititz Nov. 26. Doors open at 12:30 p.m., Bingo starts at 2 p.m.
Twenty regular games with paper cards. There will be a $1,000
jackpot, 50/50 specials and lots of food. Cost is $15. Nine regular
cards, three strips jackpot. Sponsored by the Men’s Club of St.
James Parish. Must be 18 years old to play.
St. James Parish in Lititz will conclude its Centennial
Concert Series with a performance by Voices of the Valley, a
premier choral group from Lebanon Valley College, with artistic
director Gregg Mauroni, on Dec. 3 at 3 p.m. Their Christmas
Concert will be the perfect inspiration to complement the spirit of
the holiday. A free-will offering will be collected.
St. Patrick Parish in York will hold a Cookie Walk in
Brenner Hall on Dec. 10 from 9 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Parishioners are
asked to make cookies for this event and drop them off the night
before. The day of the event, purchase a container for $10 (container will be provided), and choose which cookies you would like
to fill your container with. Santa Claus will be there to entertain the
children while parents are choosing their cookies.  
St. Rose of Lima Parish’s annual Christmas Festival will
be held Dec. 2 from 9 a.m.-2 p.m. at the school in Thomasville. A
free breakfast with Santa for children under the age of 10 will be
from 9-10 a.m., followed by free “selfies” with Santa in the lobby.
Reindeer games, face painting, food, baked goods and crafts
will also be offered after the breakfast. Registration for the free
breakfast is expected and appreciated; call 717-843-3043. A gift
card Bingo (15 games for 20 dollars) will be from 11 a.m.-12:30
p.m. with an intermission for lunch and baked goods. In addition
to the Bingo prizes, a variety of fun door prizes will be offered.
Bingo tickets may be purchased in advance. Themed basket raffle
tickets will be $1 per chance, $5 for six chances, and $10 for 14
chances. Raffle tickets will be available in advance. Need not be
present to win. Olivewood Christmas Ornaments and Prayer Pillowcases will be for sale as well. For questions regarding Bingo or
raffle tickets, contact Pam Alexander at 717-225-9720.
A Breakfast in Bethlehem event will be held Dec. 2
at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish in Lebanon, beginning at 9 a.m.
and followed by children’s activities and a story. No charge for
breakfast. Attendees are asked to bring a non- perishable food
item donation. Winners of the “Keeping Christ In Christmas”
poster contest will be announced at the breakfast. Breakfast
sponsored by Knights of Columbus; activities and story sponsored
by Outreach Ministry.
Art contest for girls: The Harrisburg Diocesan Council
of Catholic Women (HDCCW) invites girls in grades 9-12 in the
Diocese of Harrisburg to enter an art contest. The task: design the
cover for the 93rd Annual HDCCW Convention on April 16, 2018.
The art work should be an original drawing or painting for a 9 x 12
folder and based on the Convention theme “Caring For God’s Creation.” The grand prize is $150, second prize is $75 and third prize
is $50. The deadline to enter is January 15, 2018. For complete
details and contest guidelines, please refer to the HDCCW website http://hdccw.webs.com. You may also contact the HDCCW at
717-860-0700 or e-mail hdccw1@gmail.com with questions.
Join us at Prince of Peace Parish Church in
Steelton on Dec. 6 at 6:30 p.m. for a concert by Zvjezdice
(Little Stars) Girls Acapella Choir of Croatia. Come out for a special treat and hear this girls’ choir sing beautiful Croatian songs
representative of the Advent and Christmas seasons. The choir
was founded in 1985 and forms part of the Youth Music Center

St. Peter Parish’s Council of Catholic Women in
Columbia will hold their annual Christmas Bazaar on Dec. 2 at
6 p.m., and Dec. 3 beginning at 9 a.m. The bazaar will be held in
the Parish Center, Second and Union Streets, Columbia, and will
feature hand-made craft items, specialty baskets, homemade desserts and a door prize. Sunday morning will feature a continental
breakfast, and a full-course turkey dinner will be served from 11
a.m.-1:30 p.m. Tickets can be purchased in advance through the
Parish Office or at the door the day of the event. Prices: $7 for
adults; students $4 and children under two are free.
St. Jude Thaddeus Parish in Mifflintown: Women’s
Guild Christmas Cookie Walk & Bazaar will be held Dec. 9 in the
church social hall from 9 a.m.-noon, or while supply lasts. Purchase an empty container for $10 and fill it with your choice from
a wide variety of homemade Christmas cookies. Sale features a
selection of lovely, handmade crafts and needlework, homemade
candies, and a White Elephant table with assorted Christmas
items. Doors open at 8 a.m. Come early and join us for free coffee.
For directions or more information, contact Joyce Price, 717-9940209.
St. Philip the Apostle Parish’s Women’s Auxiliary, 2111 Millersville Pike, Lancaster, will be sponsoring their
annual Christmas craft show on Dec. 2 from 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Over
70 vendors will display their hand-made creations for sale. Lunch
and refreshments will be available. Free admission and ample free
parking.
St. Rita Parish in Blue Ridge Summit will hold its
annual Christmas Mart on Dec. 9 from 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Fresh green
wreaths, swags, centerpieces and kissing balls, crafts, Treasures
from Christmas Past and religious articles from a local shop,
and icons and jewelry by local crafters will be available, as well
as a raffle and home baked goods and lunch. Live music will be
provided by local talent. The Mart is held in St. Rita’s Parish Hall at
the back end of the property at 13219 Monterey Lane, Blue Ridge
Summit.
Lancaster Catholic High School, in partnership
with St. Anne’s Retirement Community in Columbia, will be hosting Breakfast with Santa on Dec. 9 in the LCHS
Cafeteria. Breakfast will be served from 8:30-10:30 a.m. with the
Christmas time festivities beginning at 9 a.m. Please contact Tony
Brill for more information at tbrill@lchsyes.org or 717-509-0310.
Cost for adults and children 3 years or older is $15, children under
3 years are $5. Price of ticket includes a buffet breakfast, Santa
meet and greet and all children will receive gift bags.
As part of the Lancaster Catholic’s Fine and Performing Arts Concert & Lecture Series, The Jamanis
Family Christmas Concert will be held in the Old Main Auditorium
on Dec. 15 at 7:30 p.m. They will be performing works by Mendelssohn, Dvorak and Schubert. Admission is free, but donations
to the LCHS FPA will be accepted.
Lancaster Catholic High School will be having its
Christmas Concert in the Berger Gymnasium on Dec. 6 at 7 p.m.
The Christmas Concert will feature the concert band, concert
choir, jazz band, acapella group, grade school gold band and
the ever popular Christmas sing-a-long. Admission to this event
is free, but donations to the LCHS FPA will be accepted. Please
contact Tony Brill for more information at tbrill@lchsyes.org or
717-509-0310.
Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Church in
Harrisburg is being featured on the Historic Harrisburg Association’s 2017 Candlelight House Tour on Dec. 10 between 1:30
and 6 p.m. All visitors will learn more about the beautiful architecture that characterizes the church building, as well as the history of
the parish. Purchase tickets for the tour at HHA’s Web site, www.
historicharrisburg.org/.

Job Openings

York Catholic High School is seeking a long-term
substitute English/Language Arts (ELA) teacher for grades 7-8.
Requirements: certification, Bachelor degree, state and federal
clearances. Send résumé, certification, Diocesan application
(found on the YC website at www.yorkcatholic.org), a copy of
state and federal clearances, and letter of interest to: Katie
Seufert, Principal, York Catholic High School, 601 East Springettsbury Avenue, York, PA 17403, 717-846-8871 x212, kseufert@
yorkcatholic.org.
Parish Office Coordinator of Communications
Position: St. Joseph Parish in Mechanicsburg has a vacancy
for a part-time Coordinator of Communications position primarily
responsible for parish bulletin, facilities scheduling, and other communication. This position requires a detail-oriented and flexible
individual who can work independently and collaboratively. Candidates should be skilled in Microsoft Office software applications,
including Publisher, and have the ability to learn proprietary software programs. Proofreading capability coupled with good spelling
and grammar are essential. The individual in this position needs
to be mature, courteous and capable of professional interaction
with others. Trustworthiness, reliability, willingness to maintain
confidentiality and the ability to complete routine delegated assignments in a timely manner are essential. Interested individuals
should contact Brenda Perry, Office Manager, at the Parish Office
by email: officemanager@stjosephmech.org.

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submissions for the December 8 edition
is Wednesday, November 29 at 4:30 p.m. Submit written
announcements via e-mail to witness@hbgdiocese.org. No
ads, posters or PDFs, please.
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Bishop Blesses New Spaces for Parish Center,
Convent at St. Joan of Arc in Hershey
Bishop Ronald Gainer blesses the new convent at St. Joan of Arc
Parish in Hershey as Father Al Sceski, pastor, and the Daughters
of Our Lady of Mercy look on.

The congregation at St. Joan of Arc Church in
Hershey participates in a Mass celebrated by Bishop
Ronald Gainer there on Nov. 19.
CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Catholic Charities
of the Diocese of
Harrisburg, PA

By Jen Reed
The Catholic Witness
With a vision for
renovations and addressing needs for additional
space, St. Joan of Arc
Parish in Hershey recently completed a project
involving its parish center
and convent, moving the
former convent into a new
facility and relocating the
parish center to the former
convent.
“The parish was in need
of additional space, especially for meetings, and so
we worked with facilities
available to us,” explained
Father Al Sceski, pastor.
The original convent,
This icon of the Madonna and Child surrounded by
built in 1955, was constructed to accommodate patrons of St. Joan of Arc Parish graces St. Lucy
21 religious sisters; three Chapel in the parish center. The bishop blessed
the image, painted by Neilson Carlin, the artist who
members of the Daughters painted the image of the Holy Family for the 2015
of Our Lady of Mercy
World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia.
were residing there. So
when a house at the end of the parish grounds became available, St. Joan’s opted
to convert it into a convent.
With the space in the former convent available, rooms were converted to
house the parish center: former bedrooms have been renovated into offices, and
common areas fashioned into meeting space. The convent chapel, the St. Lucy
Chapel, was also renovated, and now houses a handsome painting, designed by
Father Sceski, of the Madonna and Child surrounded by patrons of the parish.
The painting was done by Neilson Carlin, the artist who painted the image of the
Holy Family for the 2015 World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia.
Bishop Ronald Gainer celebrated Mass at St. Joan of Arc Church on Nov. 19,
after which he blessed the new parish office and convent.
Father Sceski expressed his gratitude to parishioners for their support of the
project, as well as the Council of Catholic Women for their assistance in the chapel renovations, the Knights of Columbus who assisted with preparations, and an
anonymous parishioner who donated the cost for the painting.

Call for a brochure or to register: 800.713.9800
Early registration price $3,599 + $319*
per person from Washington Dulles
if deposit is paid by 5-20-18

IRELAND

Base price $3,699 + $319* per person after 5-20-18
*Estimated Airline Taxes & Fuel Surcharges are subject to
increase/decrease at ticketing (30 days prior)
OPTIONAL $30 ROUNDTRIP BUS BETWEEN
HARRISBURG/WASHINGTON DULLES

August 28 -Septem
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8,, 2
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018
Celebrate the 150th anniversary of
the Diocese of Harrisburg
and visit the grave of St. Patrick,
the Diocese’s Patron Saint
on a 12-day pilgrimage to the
Emerald Isle with the
Bishop of Harrisburg,
Most Reverend
Ronald W. Gainer.

Gallarus Oratory

Explore the history
Witness the faith
Gather the graces

Bunratty Castle

Giant’s Causeway

Kylemore Abbey
TRAVEL BY: Pentecost Tours, Inc. • PO Box 280, Batesville, IN 47006 • 800.713.9800 • travel@pentecosttours.com

