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The Christmas artwork pictured here was created by two of the four winners of 
Bishop Ronald Gainer’s 2017 Christmas Card Contest. The contest allowed students to 
portray an interpretation of the birth of Jesus Christ as seen through their eyes. A total 
of 53 entries were submitted from 27 schools this year, and four winners were selected 
from contest entries among four age categories. Two of the winning pieces, shown 
here, are by students from St. Anne School in Lancaster. The image at the top is by 
fifth-grader Abby Klein, and the image at the bottom is by second-grader Annie  
Verrelli. The other two winning images will be featured on the cover of the December 
22 edition of The Catholic Witness. The four winning pieces will be used as  
illustrations on Bishop Gainer’s Christmas cards this year. 

Advent:  
A Season of  
Expectation

The season of Advent, which began on 
Dec. 3 this year, ushers in a period of spiri-
tual preparation for the birth of Christ. The 
word Advent is derived from the Latin word 
adventus, or “coming.”

In Advent, we prepare for the coming of 
Christ in a twofold manner: his arrival on 
Christmas Day and his coming at the end 
of time. The liturgical color for Advent is 
purple, just as it is during Lent, since both 
seasons prepare us for great feast days and 
include elements of penance as part of our 
preparation.

Advent is a season of conversion of the 
heart, as we quiet ourselves for the joy of 
Christmas. We are called to spend time in 
prayer and preparation for the coming of 
Christ.

You can find a variety of Advent resources 
– including blessings for a Nativity scene and 
Christmas tree, information on feast days, 
Advent penance services in the diocese and 
recommended Christmas movies – online at 
http://www.hbgdiocese.org/advent/. 
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By Jen Reed
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On the first Sunday of Advent, Bish-
op Ronald Gainer, making a pastoral 
visit to St. Peter Parish in Columbia, 
told the congregation that “Advent is 
more than a date on the calendar. It’s a 
choice; it’s a decision I must make, and 
you must make.”

“Advent helps us look to the past in 
the prophecies of the Old Testament, 
and it makes us look to the future and 
the coming of Christ,” Bishop Gainer 
said. “But the real challenge is to live 
in the present. The only time we have 
is here and now…. We must live with 
our eyes open and ears alert for signs 
of Christ… It is Advent, but it is re-
ality that we must have the resolve to 
look for the Savior at every moment. 
Be watchful, vigilant, as told to us in 
the Gospel.”

Founded in 1829 to minister to a 
dozen Catholic families, St. Peter’s, 
supported by the faith and dedication 
of its parishioners, is active in its sup-
port of the needs of the larger commu-
nity. The parish’s St. Vincent de Paul 
Society reaches out to those in need. 
Parishioners volunteer and donate to a 
food bank and a winter shelter for the 
homeless. 

“The people of the parish have such 
good hearts, a willingness to give, and 
an appreciation for the parish and its 
history of supporting our brothers and 

Bishop Gainer Visits St. Peter Parish  
in Columbia on First Sunday of Advent

sisters,” said Father Anthony Swamy 
Anthappa, MSFS, pastor. 

“All of the people here are warm and 
caring, and we celebrate our warmth 

and faith,” he said.
He noted that the parish is currently 

in the process of establishing an evan-
gelization team to invite people back 

to the Catholic Church.
“We want to share our parish com-

munity and bring people back to the 
faith,” Father Anthappa said.

Above: Juliana Lopez lends her voice to the choir.
Right: Father Anthony Swamy Anthappa, MSFS, pastor,  

concelebrates the Mass with Bishop Ronald Gainer.

Paul Garpstas receives Holy Communion from Mary Long, as Mariaelena Nunez 
waits in the line for Communion.

Bishop Ronald Gainer offers a blessing for Elizabeth Garpstas and her daugther 
Lucia after the Mass. 

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Morning light shines upon the congregation at St. Peter Church in Columbia on the first Sunday of Advent.
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Bishop Gainer’s  
Public Calendar

COURTESY OF GEISINGER HOLY SPIRIT
Kyle Snyder, chief administrative 
officer for Geisinger Holy Spirit.

By Gesinger Holy Spirit Staff

Kyle Snyder is appreciative of the opportunities afforded him as 
chief administrative officer (CAO) for Geisinger Holy Spirit. He 
is pleased to partner with a team of dedicated peers and devoted 
physicians, nurses and staff who care for the needs of others with 
compassion and competence.

“Geisinger Holy Spirit is a Catholic institution, but it is important 
people understand that it is a ‘community’ Catholic health system,” 
says Snyder. “Every person who enters our doors seeking health-
care, regardless of their faith denomination, is welcome. The notion 
of acceptance is inherent in our Catholic faith because we value the 
sacredness of life and the dignity of each person.”

Kyle Snyder joined Holy Spirit in 2014 when it entered an affilia-
tion agreement with Geisinger. Originally serving as vice president 
of operations and integration, he accepted the position of CAO fol-
lowing the retirement of Sister Romaine Niemeyer, SCC, who had 
served as the health system CEO for 26 years.

Following in Sister Romaine’s footsteps has a unique set of chal-
lenges, Snyder admits.

“Sister Romaine could lead with her presence very effectively. She was a fan-
tastic business person, but her presence at times was leadership enough,” he says. 
“It requires much more from a lay person to lead an organization like this. That is 
why I believe my partnership with Sister Mary Joseph Albright, SCC, our mission 
integration officer, is so important. Her presence reminds people that we are still a 
Catholic institution and that influences the decisions we are making and the way we 
treat people.”

A lifelong Catholic, Snyder grew up in Shamokin, the oldest of three children in 
a family that was very active in their church. “We walked to church; went to all the 
holy days of obligation and never missed Mass,” he remembers.  

He also served as a church organist, first in his home parish and then while in col-
lege and early in his career. “It was a very rewarding and enjoyable role and I met 
some wonderful people in the parishes that I served,” says Snyder, who studied piano 
and organ for about 15 years. 

When he is not at work, Snyder leads a busy family life with his wife Beth and 
three children, Benjamin, Aiden and Marin. Active members of St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton Parish, they are strong supporters of Catholic education and St. Joseph School, 
Mechanicsburg, where their children attend.

“Catholic school is very important to us,” says Snyder, who graduated with his 

Faith Shapes Leadership Role of Kyle Snyder,  
Chief Administrative Officer for Geisinger Holy Spirit

To report suspected abuse of a minor, call the toll free PA Child Abuse Hotline:
1-800-932-0313

To report suspected abuse of a minor by a church official, employee or  
volunteer, also please call the Diocese of Harrisburg Youth Protection Hotline:

 1-800-626-1608 or email: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor, llame al número  
de teléfono gratuíto Línea de Ayuda Abuso del Niño Pennsylvania

1-800-932-0313
 Para reportar la sospecha del abuso de un menor a manos de un official,  

empleado o voluntario de la iglesia, también llame al  
número de teléfono gratuíto de ayuda diocesana: 

 1-800-626-1608 o envíe correo electrónico: ReportAbuse@hbgdiocese.org

wife from Our Lady of Lourdes Regional High School in Coal Town-
ship. “My wife and I are grateful for the solid academic foundation 
and character formation that we received both in grade school and 
high school.”

These essential building blocks continue to serve us well as we 
raise our family and contribute to the community as professionals.  

After high school, Snyder enrolled in Providence College, Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, to pursue a career in healthcare. “My mom is 
a pediatric oncology nurse at Geisinger in Danville, so I grew up 
around healthcare and I knew that I shared her passion for taking care 
of people,” he explains. 

After completing his bachelor’s degree in health policy and man-
agement/business administration, Snyder entered graduate school at 
Cornell University. Required to complete an internship as part of his 
studies toward a master’s degree in health administration, he turned 
to Geisinger, the organization that employed both of his parents for 
more than 30 years. After successfully completing his internship at 
Geisinger and earning his master’s degree, he served at The Cleve-
land Clinic as an administrative fellow and then as an administrator 

for the Division of Nursing. This was followed by two years as administrative director 
of the Emergency Service Line at Wellspan York Hospital, before Geisinger recruited 
him back.

“Both The Cleveland Clinic and Geisinger are physician-led organizations. I always 
felt that was a good model for healthcare,” he says. “I was drawn back to Geisinger 
because of its approach to coordination of care.”

Snyder spent the next eight years working in positions of increasing responsibil-
ity and gaining extensive experience that would serve him well when Geisinger an-
nounced it was looking to affiliate with Holy Spirit Health System. Snyder said, “I 
wanted to be part of the on-the-ground team for due diligence exercises with our new 
partner. Being raised Catholic, I understood that component, and I had worked in this 
market before.” Snyder was asked to do just that and happily agreed.  

Not sure where the move to Camp Hill would lead him, Snyder approached the op-
portunity with an open mind.

“As I spent more time here, I felt a real connection with the people and the Sisters,” 
he says. “Even with my background and upbringing, I never had the chance to consider 
working in a Catholic institution until this opportunity came along.”

Now, little more than a year since he was named Geisinger Holy Spirit’s first lay 
leader, Snyder is quick to point to his faith as a driving factor in how he tackles the job.

“I think my faith has shaped me a lot as a leader. I approach people, relationships 
and opportunities by always thinking about two things: one is service to the commu-
nity, and the other is treating people the way I want to be treated or the way I want the 
people I care about to be treated. The intersection is a natural one.”

• December 9 – Celebrate Mass and Veiling Ceremony at Carmel of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph, Elysburg, 10 a.m.

• December 11 – Lunch with student winners of the Bishop’s Christmas 
Card Contest, Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg, noon.

• December 14 – Stewardship of Mission Visit, Lancaster Catholic High 
School, 9:30 a.m.

• December 20 – Parish Penance Service, St. Margaret Mary Church, 
Harrisburg, 7 p.m.

• December 21 – Advent gathering with diocesan seminarians, Cardinal 
Keeler Center, Harrisburg, 5 p.m.

• December 25 – Celebrate Midnight Mass, St. Patrick Cathedral, 
Harrisburg, midnight.

Clergy Appointments
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer has made the following appointments:  

Effective January 11, 2018:
• At the presentation of Father Augustine Idra, AJ, Regional Superior,  

Father Bernard Wamayose, AJ, from Campus Minister, Bucknell University, 
to Pastor, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, Harrisburg.

• Father Michael Rothan, from personal leave, to Campus Minister at 
Bucknell University.

Lancaster Families Receive 
Scholarship through EITC  

and OSTC Programs
Bridge Educational Foundation and its donors – Covanta, M&T Bank, Mal-

ady & Wooten, UnitedHealthcare Community Plan and Waste Management 
– recently announced scholarships in the amount of $34,500 for families of 
Lancaster County at an event hosted by Resurrection Catholic School.  

The businesses participate in Pennsylvania’s Educational Improvement Tax 
Credit (EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit (OSTC) Programs by 
working with the Bridge Educational Foundation. 

Through the EITC and OSTC programs, businesses receive tax credits for 
donations made to Commonwealth-approved, non-profit scholarship organi-
zations, like Bridge, and families in need are able to choose the best education 
for their children. 

School officials and families attended the event to thank the people involved 
with the EITC and OSTC Programs. Approved students attending the host 
school, Lancaster Catholic High School, Linville Hill Christian School, Our 
Lady of the Angels School, Our Mother of Perpetual Help School and S. June 
Smith Center have each received a portion of the tuition scholarships.



The Idol of “I”
By Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC

Special to The Witness 

Recently, I had a great privilege of going on a road trip through three states in 
New England during the summer months. On such trips, I always marvel over the 
nuances of the shades of green, the various textures of the leaves on the different 
species of trees, as well as the beauty of topology of the land-
scapes in which I find myself.

During my sojourn, every once and a 
while, to my chagrin, a bug would splat 
on my windshield. During one section of 
my trip through Vermont, my windshield 
quickly became a bug cemetery! I dis-
covered that unless I used my windshield 
wipers shortly after a bug’s fatality, its 
splat was practically a permanent a part 
of the glass! Once I even pulled over, 
with my water bottle in hand, and tried to clean off their remains. 
The “splats” that had already dried had to be scrubbed with lots of elbow grease.

I am reminded of this as I begin to write about the first of the modern-day idols: 
The Idol of Self. In the book, Strangegods: Unmasking the Idols in Everyday Life, 
Elizabeth Scalia writes, “[When we put ourselves before God, we] thereby clutter up 
the true vision of ourselves and our relationships with God and with others. It takes 
real intervention by God (and real willingness on our part) to break through this 
clutter, such that the lines of communication between God and us become clear.” 1

When we allow ourselves to focus upon ourselves, our lives soon become all 
about ME! What should I do to make MYSELF happy? What gives ME the most 
pleasure, power, prestige…the list goes on and on! When you boil this notion down, 
one is left with a kernel of truth also known as the root of our sin. Any act of vio-
lence, either verbal or physical, directed against another is not the idol, but as Scalia 
writes, “is an offering to an idol.” 2 

The idol of I is a lived self-righteousness. “Who does she think she is?” “I have a 
right about being angry because of the disrespect that I have experienced.” “I have 
a right to resent him because of his success after all that I have done!” “I have an 
obligation to avenge a wrongdoing because she has hurt someone I love.” “I…” 
“I…” “I…”

When an individual begins to actually live in this manner, one could readily frame 
a picture of that individual and light a vigil before him or her! Really? Is this what 
Jesus calls us, by our baptism? Is this a true model of what discipleship actually is?

In Luke 9, we read, “Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power 
and authority over all demons and to cure diseases, and he sent them out to proclaim 
the kingdom of God and to heal. He said to them, ‘Take nothing for your journey, 
no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money—not even an extra tunic. Whatever house 
you enter, stay there, and leave from there. Wherever they do not welcome you, as 
you are leaving that town shake the dust off your feet as a testimony against them.’ 
They departed and went through the villages, bringing the good news and curing 
diseases everywhere.” (NRSCE)  

Jesus gave them power to do in their being. Their authority and power to cure and 
proclaim the word of God was rooted in their being a servant to others. They went 
out in their poverty, but absolutely rich in their faith. They relied solely on God, not 
on their own steam! This is why they had nothing with them.

When one’s world and perspective of life is rooted in self, in the “I,” true servant-
hood is impossible. By his very life, Jesus gave us an example of how to live as a 
human. We are called to a life that echoes his. We are called to pour out ourselves 
in love as he did for us.

So, strive to not allow personal self-righteousness to be the bug splat on the wind-
shield of your heart that prevents you from seeing God within your life and the lives 
of others!

1Scalia, E. (2013). Strangegods: unmasking the idols in everyday life. Notre 
Dame, IN: Ave Maria Press. p. 27.

2 Ibid. p. 31.
(Sister of Christian Charity, Geralyn Schmidt, is the Wide Area Network Coordi-

nator at the Diocese of Harrisburg and the Director of Formation for Wives in the 
Diaconate Program. An educator for 30 years, she is responsible for Professional 
Development Programs for every age learner. Through her presentations, she chal-
lenges her audiences to be the individual God has called them to be.) 
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THE EPIPHANY ITALIAN MASS
EPIFANIA DEL NOSTRO SIGNORE

Sunday, January 7, 2018, at 12:15 p.m.
(Note new time and location)

St. Patrick Cathedral
212 State Street

Harrisburg, PA 17101

 Father Joshua Brommer, Celebrant
Special thanks to:

Rev. Joshua R. Brommer, Chaplain for the Italian Apostolate Ministry
Mario Billow of Daily Funeral Home

&
The Italian Apostolate Ministry Committee will  

provide a reception after Mass
In the Bishop Rhoades Hall located in the lower level of the Cathedral

For more information please contact:
Mariella Amato at 717-278-9420

or
Maria DiSanto at 717-554-5698
e-mail: disanto1@comcast.net

Retrouvaille: A Lifeline for Marriages
Is there stress in your marriage?

Retrouvaille is a program for married couples who feel 
bored, disillusioned, frustrated or angry in their marriage. 
Some experience coldness. Others experience conflict in 
their relationship. Most don’t know how to change the situ-
ation or even communicate with their spouse about it. 

Retrouvaille has helped tens of thousands of couples ex-
periencing difficulties in their marriage. In the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, the program is under the auspices of the Office 
of Family and Respect Life Ministries. 

For confidential information about the program, 
or to register for a Retrouvaille weekend January 12-14 in Mechanicsburg, 

call 1-800-470-2230 or visit www.HelpOurMarriage.com.
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Find the Father’s Mercy in the Sacrament of Reconciliation

“Don’t be afraid of  
confession. The Sacrament 

of Reconciliation is a  
sacrament of healing. 

When I go to confession, 
it’s for healing: healing 

the soul, healing the heart 
because of something that 
I did to make it unwell…. 

But I say to you, every time 
we go to confession, 
 God embraces us.”

~ Pope Francis
Wednesday Audience, Feb. 19, 2014

Confession is a sacrament 
instituted by Jesus Christ in 

his love and mercy. It is here that we 
meet the loving Jesus, who offers 
sinners forgiveness for offenses com-
mitted against God and neighbor. At 
the same time, Confession permits 
sinners to be reconciled with the 
Church, the mystical Body of Christ, 
which also is wounded by our sins.

As you prepare for Confession, 
you want to ask God’s forgiveness 
for any ways in which you have 
offended him in thought, word or 
deed, and particularly for any serious 
sin. If you are not certain what you 
should bring to the priest in Confes-
sion, do not be afraid to ask him for 
help. The priest is there to assist you 
and to share with you God’s love and 
mercy. 

The Catholic Witness offers several 
helpful resources as parishes hold 
Advent Penance Services this month. 
Find additional resources for Advent 
and for the Sacrament of Reconcilia-
tion at http://www. 
hbgdiocese.org/advent/. 

CNS/NANCY PHELAN WIECHEC
A crucifix is the only adornment in a confessional at the Memorial Church of the Holy Sepulcher on the grounds of the  
Franciscan Monastery in Washington. 

Abbottstown, Immaculate  
Heart of Mary Church
Tuesday, December 19 at 7 p.m.

Annville, St. Paul  
the Apostle Church
Thursday, December 14 at 7 p.m.

Berwick, Immaculate  
Conception BVM Church
Thursday, December 14 at 7 p.m.

Berwick, St.  
Joseph Church
Monday, December 18 at 7 p.m.

Bloomsburg,  
St. Columba Church
Tuesday, December 12 at 7 p.m.

Conewago, Sacred  
Heart Basilica
Saturday, December 16 at 10 a.m.

Cornwall, Sacred  
Heart of Jesus Church
Tuesday, December 19 at 7 p.m.

Danville, St.  
Joseph Church
Monday, December 11 at 7 p.m.

Ephrata, Our Mother of  
Perpetual Help Church
Wednesday, December 20 at 7 p.m.

Gettysburg, St. Francis  
Xavier Church
Monday, December 18 at 7 p.m.

Hanover, St. Joseph Church
Wednesday, December 20 at 7 p.m.

Hanover, St. Vincent  
de Paul Church
Sunday, December 10 at 2 p.m. 

Harrisburg, St. Catherine  
Labouré Church
Thursday, December 14 at 7 p.m.

Harrisburg, St.  
Margaret Mary Church
Wednesday, December 20 at 7 p.m.

Lancaster, Sacred  
Heart of Jesus Church
Monday, December 11 at 7 p.m.

Lancaster, St. John  
Neumann Church
Thursday, December 14 at 7 p.m.

Lebanon, Assumption  
BVM Church
Sunday, December 17 at 2 p.m.

Lewisburg, Sacred Heart  
of Jesus Church
Friday, December 15 at 7 p.m.

Lititz, St. James Church
Tuesday, December 12 at 7 p.m.

McSherrystown,  
Annunciation BVM Church
Saturday, December 9 at 10 a.m.

Milton, St. Joseph Church
Thursday, December 14 at 7 p.m.

Myerstown, Mary,  
Gate of Heaven Church
Monday, December 11 at 7 p.m.

New Cumberland,  
St. Theresa Church
Sunday, December 10 at 7 p.m.

Advent Penance Services in the Diocese
Churches in the Diocese of Harrisburg will hold Penance Services during the season of Advent. These services typically include an opening hymn, Scripture readings, 

and time for an examination of conscience prior to going to confession. The following is a list of services, arranged alphabetically by town, which were submitted to 
The Catholic Witness from the parishes. Advent resources can also be found on the Diocese of Harrisburg’s Web site, www.hbgdiocese.org/advent.

May the Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the intercession of the Blessed Virgin Mary and of all 
 the saints, 
whatever good you do and suffering you endure, 
heal your sins, 
help you grow in holiness, 
and reward you with eternal life. 
Go in peace. 

–Rite of Penance, no. 93

1 PREPARATION: Before going to confession, take 
some time to prepare. Begin with prayer, and 
re� ect on your life since your last confession. How 
have you—in your thoughts, words, and actions—
neglected to live Christ’s commands to “love the 
Lord, your God, with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your  mind,” and to “love your 
neighbor as yourself” (Mt 22:37, 39)? As a help 
with this “examination of conscience,” you might 
review the Ten Commandments or the Beatitudes 
(Ex 20:2-17; Dt 5:6-21; Mt 5:3-10; or Lk 6:20-26).

2 GREETING: The priest will welcome you; he may 
say a short blessing or read a Scripture passage.  

3 THE SIGN OF THE CROSS: Together, you and the 
priest will make the Sign of the Cross. You may then 
begin your confession with these or similar words: 
“Bless me, Father, for I have sinned. It has been [give 
days, months, or years] since my last confession.” 

4 CONFESSION: Confess all your sins to the priest. 
If you are unsure what to say, ask the priest for 
help. When you are ¢ nished, conclude with these or 
similar words: “I am sorry for these and all my sins.”

5 PENANCE: The priest will propose an act of pen-
ance. The penance might be prayer, a work of mercy, 
or an act of charity. He might also counsel you on 
how to better live a Christian life. 

6 ACT OF CONTRITION:  After the priest has con-
ferred your penance, pray an Act of Contrition, 
expressing sorrow for your sins and resolving to sin 
no more. A suggested Act of Contrition is:

My God, 
I am sorry for my sins with all my heart.
In choosing to do wrong
and failing to do good, 
I have sinned against you 
whom I should love above all things. 
I ¢ rmly intend, with your help, 
to do penance, 
to sin no more,
and to avoid whatever leads me to sin. 
Our Savior Jesus Christ
suffered and died for us. 
In his name, my God, have mercy. 

(Rite of Penance, no. 45)

7 ABSOLUTION: The priest will extend his hands over 
your head and pronounce the words of absolution. 
You respond, “Amen.”

8 PRAISE: The priest will usually praise the mercy of 
God and will invite you to do the same. For example, 
the priest may say, “Give thanks to the Lord for he 
is good.” And your response would be, “His mercy 
endures for ever” (Rite of Penance, no. 47). 

9 DISMISSAL: The priest will conclude the sacrament, 
often saying, “Go in peace.” 

Copyright © 2013, United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, 
DC. Scripture excerpts taken from the New American Bible, rev. ed. © 2010, 
1991, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine, Inc., Washington, DC. 
All rights reserved. Excerpts from the English translation of Rite of Penance
© 1974, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights 
reserved. This text may be reproduced in whole or in part without alteration 
for nonpro¢ t educational use, provided such reprints are not sold and include this 
notice. Image front: Design Pics Inc.

To order, visit our website at www.usccbpublishing.org or call us at 800-235-8722. 
Para ordenar recursos en español, llame al 800-235-8722 y presione 4 para hablar 
con un representante del servicio al cliente en español.

            How to 
 Go to Confession...

If it has been a while since your last confession, 
remember, “Do not fear” (Is 41:10). The priest 

will help guide you. And feel free to take this how-
to guide with you!   (For more information, visit 
www.usccb.org/confession.)

Publication No. 7-412
Washington, DC
ISBN 978-1-60137-412-7

Rohrerstown, St.  
Leo the Great Church
Tuesday, December 12 at 7 p.m.

Selinsgrove, St. Pius X Church
Wednesday, December 13 at 7 p.m.

Shippensburg, Our Lady  
of the Visitation Church
Wednesday, December 13 at 6:30 p.m.

Sunbury, St. Monica Church
Tuesday, December 12 at 7 p.m.

Waynesboro, St. Andrew  
the Apostle Church
Sunday, December 17 at 6:30 p.m.

York, St. Rose of Lima Church
Tuesday, December 19 at 7 p.m.



6 - The
 Catholic Witness • December 8, 2017

By Maureen Smith 
Catholic News Service

A good talk with your mother every day could improve 
your health. At least, that’s what’s happened for immigrants 
in one community.

A study out of the University of Alabama exploring the 
link between faith and health demonstrated that those with 
a devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe had fewer negative 
health issues related to stress.

“This drives home how important faith is. In the study 
results, I found that people who are exposed to stress – their 
well-being goes down over time. Those who were Gua-
dalupan devotees broke that pattern,” explained Rebecca 
Read-Wahidi, the study’s author.

She grew up in Forest, Miss., where the state’s largest 
concentration of Latinos works in poultry plants. They 
worship at St. Michael or at its mission San Martin.

A community of religious sisters, Guadalupan Mission-
aries of the Holy Spirit, ministers to the mix of Mexicans, 
Guatemalans and other Latin Americans. The sisters teach 
English, host consulates and even offer workshops in what 
to do if people are stopped by police or immigration agents.

Constant worry about immigration raids can wear down 
an already poor population. Read-Wahidi has told stories of 
a 2012 road-block that led to the deportation of 40 people, 
sending a wave of fear through the rest of the community. 
Having a patroness, a protector and a surrogate mother 
helps ease that physical and mental stress.

Mary appeared to St. Juan Diego at dawn Dec. 9, 1531, 
on Tepeyac Hill, in what is now northern Mexico City. She 
appeared to Juan Diego twice more, and the last time, on 
Dec. 12, filled his “tilma,” or cloak, with roses. When he 
emptied his cloak of the roses, he found that it bore her 
image. The cloak is still on display at the Basilica of the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe built on the site where 
Mary appeared.

In the image, she is dark skinned, pregnant and surround-
ed by stars. She stands in front of the sun’s rays, a com-
monly known symbol of an Aztec god, symbolically eclips-
ing his power as she looks lovingly down on her people. 
Millions of pilgrims still flock to see the tilma.

Read-Wahidi studied at Mississippi State University. Her 
Spanish studies took her to Mexico where she was exposed 
to the pervasive devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe, whose 
feast day is Dec. 12.

“While I was there, I became interested in Mexican Ca-
tholicism because it was different than what I was familiar 
with,” she told the Mississippi Catholic, newspaper of the 
Diocese of Jackson. When she returned home, she began to 
see the Virgin of Guadalupe in her own hometown.

“It is really fascinating to me because it really is a con-
trast in Mississippi – which is very Protestant. Here is this 
Mexican feast being carried out in the streets of a Missis-
sippi town,” she said.

Read-Wahidi wrote her master’s thesis about Our Lady 
of Guadalupe and migrant communities in Mississippi. She 
expanded upon her earlier thesis while studying for a doc-

Study Shows Guadalupe Devotion  
Lessens Health Issues Caused by Stress
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An image of Our Lady of Guadalupe is carried into Holy Name of Jesus Church in Harrisburg in this photo from 
the 2015 Diocesan Hispanic Heritage Mass.

CNS/ELSA BAUGHMAN, MISSISSIPPI CATHOLIC
Men carry a statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe in 2016 outside the Cathedral of St. Peter in Jackson, Miss., in celebration 
of the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, which is Dec. 12. 

torate in bio-cultural medical anthropology at the Univer-
sity of Alabama.

“I liked going there because I could continue working 
with the same community,” Read-Wahidi said. “I went 
from [looking at] the celebration itself into how they use it 
to deal with stress, specifically immigration stress.”

The sisters in Morton welcomed her, introducing her to 
the community and facilitating meetings. Read-Wahidi de-
veloped a survey to gauge the impact of their faith on their 
health.

Our Lady of Guadalupe is more than just a mother figure 
to her people, she is their mother. Read-Wahidi said most of 
the devotees she interviewed have conversations with her 
throughout the day.

Mary “listens to their worries,” said Sister Lourdes Gon-
zalez, a member of the Guadalupan Missionaries of the 
Holy Spirit, who helped with the study. “It’s a way to pray. 
People talk to her as if she is alive and in the room. She has 
a special place in the family.”

Father Tim Murphy, pastor at St. James Parish in Tupelo, 
calls the relationship profound and inspiring. “She is their 
mother in faith, in heaven and is present to them,” he said.

This connection to the poor may be why people see Mary 
as the perfect intercessor. “They may not feel comfortable 
talking to God – but they can speak to the Virgin. She is the 

mother figure. When they are so far from home, they need 
a mother figure,” Read-Wahidi said.

Redemptorist Father Michael McAndrew has been work-
ing in Hispanic ministry for many years and gives presenta-
tions on St. Juan Diego’s experience. “When Juan Diego 
does not want to go to the bishop, Mary tells him ‘Am I 
not here? Am I not your mother? Would your mother not 
protect you on your journey? I am with you.’”

Read-Wahidi wrote in a journal article that immigrants 
place their stress in Mary’s hands: “When I asked what 
people petition the Virgin to help them with, they men-
tioned: finding work and keeping their jobs, not getting de-
ported or arrested, the health of their family back in Mexico 
and here in the United States, the safety of family members 
who were making the journey across the border, and their 
own safe return back home.”

These prayers offer relief from the stress of their every-
day lives. “They are seen as outsiders. They are not equal 
[here]. They have the experience of racism. It is a way to 
remind themselves that in the eyes of the Virgin, all people 
are equal,” said Read-Wahidi. This idea has spread to other 
immigrants through public celebrations surrounding the 
feast.

Every year on or around the Dec. 12 feast day, immi-
grants across Mississippi leave the safety of their homes 

and churches to take their mother to the streets 
and celebrate her love and protection.

Celebrations include processions, hours-long 
traditional Aztec dances, meals and liturgy. Ev-
eryone, especially other immigrants are wel-
come. In this way, the celebration in America is 
unique. Instead of being only a Mexican feast, 
it is a feast for all.

“They make the celebration public – it is 
taken out into the streets. It gives the Mexican 
community a chance to share her [the Virgin]. 
They enjoy seeing other people embrace her,” 
explained Read-Wahidi.

“We make processions because we know as 
a people we are walking in life, we are on a 
journey – we are walking to heaven, to God,” 
said Sister Gonzalez.

The celebrations are a sharp contrast to daily 
life for immigrants. They spend most of their 
lives trying to avoid attention. But for the feast, 
they come out in droves. Father Murphy said 
300 people attended one procession in north-
east Mississippi. 

“They will come straight from the fields. 
This will be the end of the sweet potato harvest 
so they will come with the dust still on them, 
but they will come and celebrate,” said Father 
Murphy.

“The best of liturgy does not represent, it re-
presents the truth,” said Father Murphy. “This 
celebration is good liturgy. Who does [Our 
Lady of] Guadalupe appear to? The lowest of 
the low,” he said. Asking Mary to intercede of-
fers a powerful conduit to Jesus since, as Our 
Lady of Guadalupe, “the mother of our savior 
is the mother of the poor.”
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Spiritual Resolutions  
for a New  

Year of Grace
By Father Joshua R. Brommer

Special to The Witness

We begin a new Year of Grace as we restart the li-
turgical calendar of the Church. We will encounter the 
same saving events accomplished by Jesus Christ. We 
will meet the same figures who have inspired, chal-
lenged, and startled us in the past. We will enact the 
same rituals and speak the same words, signs and 
symbols and words that have been used for genera-
tions to give us access to the grace which transforms 
us and gives us strength.

St. Paul writes to the Corinthians, “You are not lack-
ing in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revelation 
of our Lord Jesus Christ.” What he writes to them is 
no less true for us today! Our journey in time, marked 
by the days of the liturgical calendar, allow us to be 
opened up to those eternal spiritual gifts which we 
need at the present moment. Regarding the Eucharist, 
Jesus commanded us, “Do this in memory of me.” 
One spiritual author remarked that we could easily 
translate this, “Make me present in your now.” This 
memory which unfolds day by day through our calen-
dar year makes Christ present to us here and now: a 
Presence that is far from static, a Presence that carries 
with it every spiritual gift we need to be the Catholic 
Christians we claim to be. 

As accustomed as we are to make “New Year’s 
resolutions” on Jan. 1, even more so for us Catholics 
in this New Year of Grace would spiritual resolutions 
benefit us. St. Paul’s words from today’s second read-
ing (1 Cor. 1:3-9) might do well to guide us in fash-
ioning these resolutions:

Give thanks to God always: A heart filled with grat-
itude does not have room for envy, jealousy, anger, 
frustration, discontent. Find a way each day to name 
the blessings which God has given you and thank 
God for those gifts. Learn to thank God for the trials 
as well as the consolations. Write them down. Keep 
them near and refer to them throughout the day.

Be enriched by discourse: Change the way you 
speak to others and about others. Stop allowing your-
self to be influenced by the uncivil discourse prev-
alent in society today. When was the last time you 
spoke of spiritual things and shared your faith with 
others? When we initiate conversation and help guide 
it to those things which build up and not tear down, 
we enrich not only ourselves but those around us.

Be enriched by knowledge: Study what you be-
lieve! Read the Sacred Scriptures – the Bible is not a 
decorative piece to be kept on a shelf. Take time each 
day for spiritual reading. The lives of the saints and 
their writings are a good place to garner inspiration.

Wait: Stop demanding that you have everything at 
your whim and pleasure. Maybe Advent is the time 
for you to click off “On Demand,” either on the tele-
vision or in those other aspects of your life at work 
and at home when you think you don’t have to wait. It 
is good for us to remember that we are not the center 
of the universe, we are not the master of all things, we 
are not in charge. Intentionally make yourself wait. 
This is also where fasting is a great help! 

Keep firm: Buoy yourself up by making your reso-
lutions concrete, known, and written down. We tend 
to waffle on those choices which demand real change 
in us. To help yourself keep firm, write them down 
and put them around your workspace, on your bath-
room mirror, in the refrigerator, wherever you will see 
and be reminded to keep firm.

Answer the call to fellowship: If every spiritual 
gift comes to us by our closeness to Christ, then we 
need to make sure we are seeking those opportunities 
which put us in proximity to Him! Adoration of the 
Blessed Sacrament, either in its formal way or just 
simply by making a visit to the tabernacle, allows for 
the physical proximity we need to answer the call to 
be in communion. When was the last time you simply 
spent time with Christ in adoration and prayer?

(Father Joshua R. Brommer is the pastor of the Ca-
thedral Parish of St. Patrick in Harrisburg and Di-
rector of the Diocesan Office of Divine Worship. This 
reflection appeared in the parish bulletin for Dec. 3, 
and is reprinted here with permission.)

Bishop Ronald Gainer visited 
Delone Catholic High School 

in McSherrystown on Nov. 29 for 
an assembly on stewardship and 
the blessing of the school’s Advent 
wreath before the school commu-
nity. During the blessing ceremony, 
students in the school’s music de-
partment offered their talents for 
musical accompaniment of the 
hymns with brass, woodwinds and 
strings.

Traditionally, Advent wreaths are 
constructed of a circle of evergreen 
branches into which four candles 
are inserted, representing the four 
weeks of Advent.

The purple candles in particular 
symbolize the prayer, penance, and 
preparatory sacrifices and goods 
works undertaken at this time. The 
rose candle is lit on the third Sun-
day, Gaudete Sunday, when the 
priest also wears rose vestments at 

By Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service

While most Catholics know the season of Advent 
is roughly four weeks before Christmas, they might 
not know it has two parts.

Technically, Advent, the time of preparation be-
fore Christmas, begins on the Sunday that falls on 
or closest to Nov. 30 – which this year is Dec. 3 – 
and ends on Christmas Eve. 

But right in the middle, Dec. 17, Advent changes 
gears.

Jesuit Father Bruce Morrill, the Edward A. Mal-
loy professor of Catholic studies at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity Divinity School in Nashville, Tenn., said 
that up until Dec. 17, the tone of Advent is antici-
pating Christ’s second coming, which is particular-
ly reflected in the Mass readings from the Old and 
New Testaments. Other prayers in the Mass those 
first weeks also are about the second coming.

But by Dec. 17, the emphasis shifts to Jesus’ 
birth, which is why Father Morrill said when he was 
young, his family began their Christmas decorating 
at this time. This also is when some people start 
singing or listening to Christmas carols.

Timothy Brunk, an associate professor of theol-
ogy and religious studies at Villanova University, 
outside of Philadelphia, explains the breakdown 
of Advent this way: “Christ who has come is also 
coming. Advent, like Christmas, looks back but 
also looks forward.”

He said in an e-mail to Catholic News Service 
that even though Advent is about preparation for 
Christmas, it also is about “assessing how one has 
welcomed the Christ who has come and one’s readi-
ness for the Christ who is coming.”

The third Sunday of Advent is called “Gaudete” 
Sunday (Latin for “rejoice”) when the Advent can-
dle and priests’ vestments are pink or rose. “This 
is the Church’s way of further heightening our 
expectation as we draw ever nearer the solemnity 
of Christmas,” according to resource material pro-
vided by the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
on Advent and available at http://www.usccb.org/
prayer-and-worship/liturgical-year/advent.

This year, the USCCB resources include liturgical 
notes on the season and prayers and blessings for it. 
It also offers printable bilingual Advent calendars 
including one specifically for families with daily 
suggestions for prayers and activities to prepare for 
Christmas such as making a Jesse Tree, blessing the 
family Nativity or taking time to learn about Advent 
traditions around the world.

Advent calendars have a special appeal, Father 
Morrill said, because everyone loves a countdown.

And Paulist Father Larry Rice, director of the 
University Catholic Center at the University of 
Texas at Austin, said Advent calendars range from 
those with daily Scripture verses to daily chocolate 
and even whiskey treats. The point is, Advent is 
about “waiting and joyful anticipation,” he said.

Advent: Liturgical Season  
with Two Parts and Tools to Help

Advent Wreath Tradition

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS

Mass; Gaudete Sunday is the Sun-
day of rejoicing, because the faith-
ful have arrived at the midpoint of 
Advent, when their preparation is 
now half over and they are close to 
Christmas.

The progressive lighting of the 
candles symbolizes the expectation 
and hope surrounding our Lord’s 
first coming into the world and the 
anticipation of his second coming 
to judge the living and the dead.

Nathan Holt joins fellow musicians at the Advent prayer service.
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By Natalie Hoefer 
Catholic News Service

When Indianapolis Archbishop Charles C. 
Thompson thanked Los Angeles Archbishop Jose 
H. Gomez for celebrating the Nov. 18 closing Mass 
of the National Catholic Youth Conference, a cheer 
broke out from the Los Angeles youths in atten-
dance.

And when he mentioned the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops’ meeting held in Baltimore some 
days before the youth gathering, that archdiocese’s 
contingent of teens shouted and clapped.

He proceeded to receive shouts and standing ova-
tions when he thanked the National Federation of 
Catholic Youth Ministers, and then when he thanked 
the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, and then when he 
thanked all of the religious, deacons, priests and 
bishops who helped with NCYC, and then when he 
wished everyone safe travels.

Archbishop Thompson just shook his head and 
laughed.

“A guy going to a Catholic wedding told me 
he didn’t know if he should wear a dress suit or 
a warmup suit because Catholics stand up and sit 
down so much!” he joked. And that line too received 
a thunderous standing ovation.

It was the kind of spirited joy that only 20,000 
youths could exude at the end of the three-day 
NCYC gathering.

Not long before the revelry, the very same youths 
had knelt in solemn prayer after receiving the most 
holy Eucharist during the convention’s closing Mass 
in Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis.

Thirteen bishops, including Archbishop Thomp-
son, concelebrated the Mass with its primary cel-
ebrant, Archbishop Gomez, who wove into his hom-
ily another auspicious Catholic event that happened 
earlier that day.

“Blessed Solanus Casey was just beatified today 
in Detroit,” he said. “[God] gave him many gifts. He 
was a good listener, and he had a deep faith and deep 
heart for Jesus. He wanted above all to serve God.”

But that is not why the Capuchin Franciscan was 
beatified, said the archbishop. Rather, he was be-
atified “because he tried to serve God in every mo-
ment. … He used his gifts to help others.

 “This is how God wants us to live, to make your 
whole life a life of giving,” Archbishop Thompson 

continued. “Try to do little things for God. Try to be 
a little miracle in someone’s life. Give hope. Yes, we 
can strive for holiness because it is…doing God’s 
will in the little things of daily life.”

Such was the message of the day’s Gospel reading 
from Matthew, he said of the parable of the servants 
and the talents.

“The parable of the talents is a plan for life,” Arch-
bishop Gomez said. “Jesus is talking to us about our 
relationship with God. How are we using the gifts 
God gives us?

“The words we hear in the Gospel from Matthew 
is what God wants for each of us: ‘Well done, my 
good and faithful servant. … Come, share your mas-
ter’s joy,’” he said.

The archbishop gave specific advice to help the 
youths do God’s will and to become holy: “The 
most important thing…is to pray.”

“When I was your age, I made a decision…to 
spend some time in prayer daily, and it has made 
an extra difference in my life,” Archbishop Gomez 
continued.

“If you make time for prayer every day, you will 
see a difference. … Listen to [Jesus], even for just 
a few minutes. … Be consistent. Do it every day. 
I promise you, if you spend time in prayer every 
day…you will start to see that Jesus is with you and 
how much he loves you.”

Several youths cited the time adoring the Blessed 
Sacrament as a group of 20,000 teens Nov. 17 in 
the stadium as the NCYC moment that had the most 
impact.

“I’ve been to adoration before many times at dif-
ferent retreats,” said Elisha Mix of the Orlando Dio-
cese. “But to see [20,000] youths adoring the Lord 
is something amazing.”

Daniel Linn of St. John the Evangelist Parish in 
Indianapolis agreed.

“I’ve never celebrated it that way before, with so 
many people being so sacred,” he said.

Overall, said Daniel, NCYC was “just mind blow-
ing. It was very powerful to see all these people 
come together and celebrate their faith together. The 
Church is a lot stronger than it seems in the world.”

Based on a comment he made in his homily, it 
would seem that Archbishop Gomez agrees.

“You inspire us bishops,” he told the 20,000 
youths. “You give us hope. The future of the Church 
is in good hands with you.”

Sister Shares  
Heartbreaking  

Story to Lead Youths 
Closer to God

By John Shaughnessy 
Catholic News Service

It wasn’t the story that the 20,000 Catholic youths 
were expecting to hear from a religious sister.

And the audience of young people inside Lucas 
Oil Stadium on the morning of Nov. 17 became 
more quiet and riveted as Sister Miriam James 
Heidland shared the hard, heartbreaking chapters of 
her life story.

She told participants at the National Catholic 
Youth Conference in Indianapolis that she was sexu-
ally assaulted when she was 11. She began drinking 
alcohol on her 12th birthday. She was raped when 
she was 13 and she was an alcoholic by the age of 
21.

“I woke up one morning when I was 21, and I 
remembered two things,” recalled Sister Miriam, 
a member of the Society of Our Lady of the Most 
Holy Trinity. “Number one, I remembered what I 
had done the night before, and it was awful. Second-
ly, I remember something that was so much deeper 
in the area of shame.

“I remembered I had promised myself that I wasn’t 
going to do that anymore. At that moment, I realized 
I couldn’t stop, that I was sick. I crawled up in a ball 
on the floor of my room in college, and I just wished 
for death. And I didn’t know what to do.”

God did, she told the crowd of young people.
“He started sending people into my life to speak 

the truth to me,” she said as walked across the stage 
set up in the middle of the stadium floor.

One of the people God sent to her was a priest 
who challenged her to change her life.

“He would say, ‘You’re called for more. What are 
you doing with your life? I know you want more. 
You have a great destiny for your life. Have you 
thought about saying ‘yes’ to it?’ 

“That man loved Christ, and he let Christ try to 
re-form him to the core of his being. And one of the 
reasons I’m here before you is because of the power 
of one person who said ‘yes’ to Christ. And how of-
ten do you and I think we can’t make a difference? 
But your ‘yes’ matters. Your life matters. When you 
say ‘yes,’ the world is changed.”

So has the life of Sister Miriam.
“I’ve been sober for many years now, through a 

lot of people’s love for me and a lot of grace,” she 
said, adding that wherever young people in the audi-
ence are today: “It’s not the end of the story. Jesus is 
already waiting for you. He’s waiting for you in the 
areas that are incredibly painful for you. He’s wait-
ing for you in the areas of your deepest dreams and 
your deepest desires.”

She also told the story of two choices that con-
tinue to define her life.

“My biological parents were high school students, 
17 years old, obviously not married,” she said. “To 
this day, I’ve never seen her face, but I have a deep 
intuition that at one point my mother thought of 
aborting me, but she didn’t. And I stand here before 
you today because a scared 17-year-old girl said 
‘yes’ to life and to the child in her womb.”

Then there was the choice of the couple who be-
came her mother and father when they adopted her.

“One of the first pictures my parents have of me 
was at Christmas time. My mom put me under the 
Christmas tree and said I was the gift to the family 
that year.”

She told the audience that God also offers people 
the gift of his love.

“We don’t understand his heart for us. We don’t 
understand his love for us,” she said, emphasizing 
that “God longs to heal you because you are made 
for more. He looks at you, and he just loves you.”

“God has no other ulterior motive,” she told the 
youths, “than for you to share in his own beautiful 
life.”

National Catholic Youth Conference:
‘Future of Church in Good Hands,’  
Archbishop Says at Closing Mass

CNS/NATALIE HOEFER, THE CRITERION
After the closing Mass for the National Catholic Youth Conference at Lucas Oil Stadium in Indianapolis 
Nov. 18, young people from different dioceses perform a dance they learned during conference. The  
biennial conference draws some 20,000 Catholic teenagers from across the country.
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By Marybeth Ulrich
Special to The Witness

On Nov. 15, two buses filled with 71 pilgrims from 
the Diocese of Harrisburg made the nine-hour, 550-mile 
trek to Indianapolis to participate in the National Catho-
lic Youth Conference (NCYC). Rob Williams, Diocesan 
Director of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, led the 
delegation of 52 youth and 19 chaperones representing 
13 parishes. Father Peter DiTomasso, MSSCC, pastor of 
Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Par-
ish in Fairfield and St. Rita Parish in Blue Ridge Sum-
mit, and Father Job Foote, OSB, pastor of St. Paul the 
Apostle Parish in Annville, were among the chaperones. 
Continuing a partnership begun in 2011, a group of 10 
youth and three adult chaperones from Mary Queen of 
Peace Parish on the Carlisle Barracks, which belongs to 
the Archdiocese for the Military Services, also traveled 
with the Harrisburg delegation.

A Mass for the participants from Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Delaware kicked off the four-day pilgrim-
age on Thursday afternoon. Archbishop James Tobin of 
Newark was the principal celebrant. The pilgrims also 
had the opportunity to select five workshops to explore 
various topics within the Catholic faith, along with 
plenary sessions in the 
Lucas Oil Stadium with 
25,000 participants in 
attendance. These ses-
sions included well-
known Christian art-
ists such as Toby Mac, 
Sarah Kroger and Matt 
Maher. Chris Stefanick, 
Sister Miriam James 
Heidland, and Dr. Roy 
Petitfils were among 
the leading Catholic 
speakers addressing 
the youth. The monks 
of St. Meinrad Archab-
bey led the stadium in 
sung prayer as part of 
Eucharistic Adoration 
on Friday evening. The 
stadium, packed with 
youth, fell completely 
silent for 15 minutes as 
the pilgrims knelt before the Eucharist.  

Throughout the conference, priests were available for 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation, and many religious 
orders and organizations were on hand to explain their 
ministries. For example, many youth and adults from 
the Harrisburg delegation helped to pack meals for 
Catholic Relief Services to be distributed in Burkina 
Faso. Finally, Archbishop Jose Gomez of Los Angeles 
was the principal celebrant for the closing liturgy Sat-
urday evening. Hundreds of priests, who accompanied 
their youth to Indianapolis, concelebrated.  

The opportunities for fellowship, prayer, faith explo-
ration and fun made a major impression on the youth 
from the Harrisburg area. For Bill Cantwell of Carlisle, 
the most memorable aspect of NCYC was the speakers. 
He added, “NCYC changed 
me by exposing me to thou-
sands of other teens that 
shared my faith. I learned 
to be more outgoing and vi-
brant with my faith to oth-
ers.”  

For Joseph Lynch of 
Boiling Springs, the most 
memorable experience was 
the time he spent meeting 
other teenagers who shared 
the same beliefs. Joseph 
said that the NCYC made 
him more confident in ex-
pressing his morals and 
values in public.  

Meg Ulrich of Carlisle 
highlighted the time in the 
stadium after the closing 
liturgy concluded.  “Ev-
eryone was so happy. We 
were singing and dancing 
to Church music and you 
could just feel the good 
vibes in the room,” she 
said. “It was an incredible 
moment that I will never 
forget.”

William Settle of Mary 
Queen of Peace Parish was 
impressed by the proces-
sion of the monstrance into 
the stadium. He remarked 

Harrisburg Pilgrims Revel in Faith-Deepening Experience

Some 20,000 youth, including 52 from the Diocese of Harrisburg, fill Lucas Oil Stadium for NCYC events.

Rob Williams, Director of the Diocesan Office 
of Youth and Young Adult Ministry, poses with 
Harrisburg pilgrims by the diocesan banner.

Pilgrims, including a number from Mary Queen of Peace 
Parish on the Carlisle Barracks, await NCYC festivities.

A diocesan pilgrim poses at a photo-op 
spot calling young people to be saints. 

that NCYC opened his eyes to the many ways 
God works in our lives and the importance of 
living to the fullest the life that God has given 
us. He also shared that NCYC has changed 
him in a way that has turned him more to-
wards God. The conference helped him real-
ize that “God really is EVERYWHERE and 
that we are never alone,” he stressed.

Hanna Manning of St. Rita Parish in Blue 
Ridge Summit said that she was also drawn to 
the  “amazing key speakers and their inspira-
tional stories of how God changed their lives 
without them realizing it.” She added, “They 
each had an insightful story of love and how 
they had faith in God’s plan for them!” Hanna 
also said that NCYC has changed her per-
spective on failure and unexpected events. 
“Everything that happens is supposed to 
happen, and each event pushes you closer to 
God’s plan for you, even if you may not un-
derstand it at the moment. Have faith in God 
and His plans for you.”  

Hanna said that she learned that “faith is saying ‘Yes’ to 
God’s plan, even if you may not know or understand what 
it is. God is the true definition of love and does everything 
out of unconditional love. God works in mysterious ways, 
and we have to have faith and say ‘Yes’ to His plans.”

For the adults traveling with the teens, the pilgrimage 
also boosted their faith. There were many breakout ses-
sions that focused on parenting and ministering to youth. 
Maureen Cantwell commented that the late night fellow-
ship within the group after a long day of NCYC program-
ming impressed her the most. “At the pizza party at the 
hotel following the Friday evening events, the teens were 
so relaxed. We had nowhere to go, and the teens were 
having a good time together, laughing and enjoying them-

selves. It was remarkable because even though it was 
late and all were tired, they didn’t want to go to bed.”

She observed in the days after the pilgrimage, “NCYC 
continues to feed me spiritually; the messages that the 
speakers sent to the teens also speak to me.”

Marybeth Ulrich of Mary Queen of Peace recalled 
Chris Stefanick’s challenge to evangelize.  “He ro-
leplayed God’s responses to some common claims of 
those lacking faith. To those who argue that they need 
clearer signs to believe in God, Chris replied (as God), 
‘Did you not notice EVERYTHING?’ To those who 
complain, ‘Why does God let people go hungry in Hai-
ti?’ Stefanick replied (for God), ‘I was going to ask you 
about that.’” Marybeth observed that Stefanick turned 
the tables on the pilgrims, “daring us to live our faith 
and do God’s work.”

Several parents shared their appreciation of the im-
pact that NCYC had on their children. Matt Lissner was 
impressed by the scale of the event and the opportunity 
his daughter Lanie had to share in our faith and grow 
spiritually with so many Catholic teens. He also shared 
that he thought that “Lanie came back with a greater 
sense of understanding and compassion.”  

Machele Lynch was grateful that her son Joseph “had 
a chance to worship with 20,000+ youth from around 
the U.S. It showed him that many of his peers share his 
faith and gave him a sense of the universal Church.”   

Susan Settle sensed her son William’s excitement 
upon his return from Indianapolis. “When he came 
home, William told me that ‘Being Catholic is the 
best!’” She said that the pilgrimage changed him in a 
way that deepened his faith more than it already is.

Rob Williams is the veteran of 14 NCYCs. Yet he 
still focuses on the privilege of organizing and traveling 
with the teens and chaperones of the Diocese of Harris-
burg to Indianapolis. “I feel truly blessed and enriched 
by the experience,” he said. “As in any pilgrimage ex-

perience, the teens, pastors 
and chaperones who trav-
eled with us to NCYC were 
there by God’s invitation. 
I am deeply grateful that 
so many said yes to God’s 
invitation. I pray that God 
will continue the good 
work that was begun in and 
through this conference and 
the efforts of so many.”

The theme of NCYC was, 
“Called.” Each day was a 
variation of the theme be-
ginning with “Called to Be 
More.” Friday’s focus was 
“Called to Listen,” and Sat-
urday’s theme was “Called 
to Service.” The 71 pilgrims 
from the Diocese of Harris-
burg were challenged not to 
be complacent in their faith. 
NCYC definitely delivered 
on its theme. It took good 
kids and challenged them 
to be great. Thanks to all 
who helped make the bi-
ennial trek to Indianapolis 
possible!

(Marybeth Ulrich assists 
in youth ministry, and was 
an NCYC chaperone for the 
group from Mary Queen of 
Peace.)
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By Chris Heisey
The Catholic Witness

    After dominating the District 3 Class 4A football 
championships for the past decade, the Crusaders of 
Bishop McDevitt have found in recent years the com-
petition rising to the challenge of competing against 
their great program. 

    On a mild, perfect day for football at Hersheypark 
Stadium on Black Friday, the Saints of Berks Catho-
lic brought their perfect record to the championship 
game. Berks Catholic, which had been averaging 42-
plus points a game throughout the last part of the sea-
son, played to their strength, rushing the ball for 435 
yards to ease past the Crusaders, 45-24.

Never could the McDevitt defense contain the out-
side running game of the Saints’ Cooper Lutz, a Syr-
acuse-bound recruit, who gained the edge repeatedly 
for sizable gains that kept the Crusader defense on the 
field way too long. It’s not that the Saints ran a com-
plex offense or called a diversity of plays, rather it 
was their flawless execution sealing the corners of the 
McDevitt defense that lead them to victory. 

    The Crusaders were able to move the ball both on 
the ground behind Qualik Davis’ 100-yard game and 
junior quarterback Chase Diehl, who generated more 
than 200 yards of offense via the air and by scrambling 
for big gains. The Crusaders finished their fine season 
at 10-3. Berks Catholic lost to perennial power Erie 
Catherdal Prep, 42-24, in the state semi-final game. 

Saints Get the Better of  
Crusaders in District Football

Top, left: Bishop McDevitt junior wide receiver Nazir Burnett narrowly misses hauling in a pass.
Top, right: McDevitt quarterback Chase Diehl, a junior, scrambles in the open field against Berks Catholic. 
Below: Qualik Davis lassos Saints’ running back Cooper Lutz early in the game. Lutz led a ground game 
that totaled nearly 450 yards against the Crusaders. 

Crusaders’ running back, Qualik Davis, scores a two-point conversion, which put McDevitt within  
striking distance in the third quarter. Senior Jayonn Butts reflects on his final game as a Crusader.

CHRIS HEISEY, THE CATHOLIC WITNESS
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From the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius
The Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius in Danville 

presented their annual Servant Leadership Awards re-
cently to 31 outstanding high school juniors and se-
niors from the dioceses of Harrisburg, Scranton, Tren-
ton and Bridgeport. The ceremony took place at the 
Basilica of Saints Cyril and Methodius in Danville.  

Over the past 15 years, the congregation has hon-
ored more than 990 teens with the Servant Leadership 
Award, which recognizes distinguished high school 
juniors and seniors who are joyful witnesses, compas-
sionate proclaimers, and enthusiastic builders of the 
Kingdom of God.  The focus of the award is on teens 
who remain active in their faith and parish beyond 
Confirmation, and who actively serve in their parish, 
school and community. 

Receiving the award this year were: Katherine Ar-
way, Robert Beck, Samuel Bellis, Heather Beveridge, 
Sarah Castellan, Lawrence Czeponis III, Michaela 
Elsen, Erin Evans, Lydia Gould, Stephen Gresh, Eli-
jah Hoffman, Phillip Hutnick-Kenenitz, Justin Ick-
owitz, Francesca Kalie, Aaron Keehan, John Kerris, 
Brooklyn Kuijpers, Katelynn Kuijpers, Benjamin 
McFadden, John Morris, Hannah Nolter, Joseph Ric-
co, Michele Schiano-di-Cola, Erika Serafin, Camilla 
Shreiner, Zack Smith, John Snyder, Colette South-
erton, Lilly Strader, Katlynn Weidensaul and Alexa 
Willoughby.

Each teen was given the opportunity to select one 
person as a mentor who has encouraged them to gen-
erously use their time and talents as a follower of Je-
sus. The mentors selected were parents, grandparents, 
teachers, coaches, youth ministers, Scout leaders, 
deacons, religious sisters and priests, who have been 
role models for the teens. Mentors recognized by the 
teens have made a difference in their lives by model-
ing servant leadership as a way of life in their family, 
parish, and community. 

Also during the ceremony, the Sisters of Sts. Cyril 
and Methodius honored four adults who received the 

Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Methodius Present Servant Leadership Awards 
to Recognize Students and Adults for their Service and Compassion

COURTESY OF SISTER BARBARA SABLE, SS.C.M.
Receiving Lifetime Servant Leadership Awards from Sister Michael Ann Orlik, SS.C.M., left, General Superior 
of the Sisters of Saints Cyril and Methodius, are Father Gerard Heintzelman for evangelization, Sister Donna 
Marie Ivanko, SS.C.M., for education, Dr. Magdalen Benish for ecumenism, and Dr. Greg Burke for elder care.

Father Jankola Lifetime Servant Leadership Award in 
the ministries of evangelization, education, elder care 
and ecumenism. Father Jankola was a priest from the 
Diocese of Scranton who was instrumental in recog-
nizing the need for religious sisters to educate chil-
dren, and founded the Sisters of Sts. Cyril and Metho-
dius in 1909.

Father Gerard Heintzelman was the recipient of the 
Father Matthew Jankola Lifetime Servant Leader-
ship Award for Evangelization. Father Heintzleman 
has taken to heart Jesus’ command to “Go out to all 
the world and tell the Good News.” From the time 
of his ordination in 1959 to the present, he has never 
missed an opportunity to spread the Good News of 

Jesus Christ. Father Heintzleman was the first full-
time Catholic Chaplain at Geisinger Medical Center 
from 1964-1970, which began 42 years of service in 
the health care ministry. He also served as Chaplain 
at Hershey Medical Center, Chaplain and Director of 
Spiritual Care at Queen of the Valley Medical Center 
in Napa, Calif., and currently serves as Chaplain at 
Maria Hall in Danville. 

Sister Donna Marie Ivanko, SS.C.M., was the recip-
ient of the Father Matthew Jankola Lifetime Servant 
Leadership Award for Education. Sister Donna Marie 
has been an educator for more than 60 years, serv-
ing from preschool through high school. She served 
as Principal at St. Cyril Academy in Danville, and 
for the past 17 years served and continues to serve 
as Principal of St. Cyril Preschool and Kindergarten 
in Danville, where she transforms education as she 
welcomes young children and their parents into a new 
world of learning. Sister Donna Marie has also served 
on numerous Boards in the Danville area. Besides be-
ing a teacher and administrator, through the years she 
has been a drama and musical director, and artist. 

Dr. Magdalen Benish was the recipient of the Father 
Matthew Jankola Lifetime Servant Leadership Award 
for Ecumenism. Dr. Benish has been a lifetime vol-
unteer. At her parish of St. André Bessette in Wilkes-
Barre, Pa., she serves in a variety of capacities. She is 
an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion both 
in her parish and at Geisinger Medical Center South, 
as well a home visitor to the elderly. She is active in 
social concerns, and is active in many organizations. 
She was also instrumental in establishing a museum 
at King’s College in Wilkes-Barre, honoring the sci-
entific contributions of Rev. Joseph Murgas. 

Dr. Greg Burke was the recipient of the Father Mat-
thew Jankola Lifetime Servant Leadership Award for 
Elder Care. Dr. Burke has been practicing medicine 
for 29 years and is Medical Director of Emmanuel 
Center in Danville. He is a member of the Catholic 
Medical Association and authored a comprehensive 
examination of conscience for physicians, which 
he previously published, and about which he gave a 
presentation at the 2016 CMA annual conference in 
Washington, D.C. At Geisinger Medical Center, Dr. 
Burke is the lead patient experience director. Student recipients of the 2017 Servant Leadership Award are pictured.

St. Francis Xavier School in Gettysburg will be holding 
its Fifth Annual Noreen Neitz Memorial 10K and 5K Run 
and Sufficiently Radical 1 Mile Walk on Dec. 16. We are 
pleased to announce the addition of a 10K route! The 10K 
and 5K race will begin at 10 a.m., and the 1-mile walk will 
begin at 10:15 a.m. Same-day registration will be accepted 
beginning at 8 a.m. Pre-registration is strongly encouraged. 
Pre-registration information can be found on the school de-
velopment Web site. The race and walk will begin and end 
at St. Francis Xavier School, Xavier Center at 465 Table 
Rock Road, Gettysburg.  

Noreen Neitz was the spiritual leader of the St. Fran-
cis Xavier youth group and a strong advocate for service 

to others when she lost her battle with cancer on July 10, 
2013. During her last months, Noreen spent much of her 
time writing on her blog titled “Sufficiently Radical” and 
continued to stay active by walking wherever she could 
within a mile of her house. With Noreen’s tenacious spirit 
in mind, a scholarship fund was developed in her name, 
encouraging youth to dedicate their time and service and be 
active members of the church and community.  

Proceeds from this event will be divided equally be-
tween the St. Francis Xavier School Development fund 
and the Noreen Neitz Scholarship Fund. The Noreen Neitz 
Scholarship Fund will award a portion of their funds to 
8th grade students attending St. Francis Xavier Catholic 

School who show service to the community and are active 
members of the parish and its youth group. The remainder 
of the proceeds will be used to provide assistance to St. 
Francis Xavier School families in need with tuition cost. 
Those interested in more information or sponsorship op-
portunities should call St. Francis Xavier Catholic School 
at 717.334.4221, visit the school website https://www.sfx-
cs-pa.org/ or e-mail nnscholarship@sfxcs-pa.org.

All 10K finishers will receive a medal. This year’s 5k 
race will again award pies to the three top winners in each 
age category. The overall top finishers (male and female) 
of the 10K and 5K will receive pies and cash prizes. The 
awards will be distributed at approximately 11:15 a.m. 

St. Francis Xavier to Hold Annual Noreen Neitz Memorial Run and Walk
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By Mark Pattison 
Catholic News Service

Hey, Smithsonian, there’s a new kid on 
the block.

It’s the Museum of the Bible, just a few 
blocks from the National Mall in Washing-
ton. With its opening to the public Nov. 18, 
it tells visitors how the Bible – both Old Tes-
tament and New Testament – has intersected 
society and at times even transformed it.

The people behind the museum say that if 
visitors were to read the card behind every 
artwork, saw every video, heard every song 
and took part in every interactive experi-
ence –including a Broadway-style musical 
called “Amazing Grace” about the song’s 
writer, John Newton, and the biblical inspi-
ration behind the abolitionist movement – it 
would take them 72 hours to do it all.

But visitors can take their time, because 
there is no admission charge to the museum.

The museum was the brainchild of Steve 
Green, chairman of the museum’s board of 
directors and president of the Hobby Lobby 
chain of arts and crafts stores. It was Hobby 
Lobby that successfully argued before the 
Supreme Court in 2014 that, as a closely 
held company, its owners based on their 
religious beliefs should not have to comply 
with a federal mandate to cover all forms of 
contraceptives because some act as aborti-
facients.

“It’s exciting to share the Bible with the 
world,” Green said at a Nov. 15 press pre-
view of the museum, which is just one block 
from a subway stop serving three of the 
Washington-area subway system’s six lines. 

The $500 million museum had its com-
ing-out party in 2011 at the Vatican Em-
bassy in Washington before a gathering of 

By Rhina Guidos 
Catholic News Service

In the nation’s capital, a $15 museum 
ticket and pair of 3-D glasses is the passport 
Christian pilgrims and others need to experi-
ence what may be the holiest site in Chris-
tianity. 

Employing state-of-the-art technology, the 
National Geographic Museum in Washing-
ton Nov. 15 opened an exhibit that virtually 
transports visitors to the streets of Jerusalem 
and through the doors of a small church that 
protects what is believed to be the site of 
Christ’s burial and, to Christians, the site of 
his resurrection.

“We put you in the Old City, we talk to 
you a little about the walls of the city, how 
they move over time and where the Gospels 
say that the Crucifixion took place, and try to 
give you the context,” said Kathryn Keane, 
vice president of exhibitions for National 
Geographic during a Nov. 9 interview with 
Catholic News Service.  

After an introductory video explaining 
some of the tumultuous history surround-
ing the tomb of Christ site, where struc-
tures above have been built and torn down 
repeatedly over the centuries, visitors walk 
toward a set where a virtual guide projected 
on a wall welcomes them to a courtyard just 
outside the Church of the Holy Sepulcher in 
Jerusalem. 

It’s a visual appetizer to get them ready 
for the experience of, not just entering via 
3-D through its doors, but also of flying over 
it and witnessing, from a bird’s eye view, a 
time-lapse of the structure’s physical history.

“We’re not only taking you in the church 
the way it looks today, but we also go up 
above the church and we take you back 
through time,” said Keane. “It’s a bit of a 
time machine and we show you all the evo-
lutions of the building, from the time that it 
was, under [Roman emperor] Hadrian, a pa-
gan temple.”

“This is not what I would consider a tradi-
tional exhibit. It’s more an experience than it 
is an exhibit,” said National Geographic ar-
chaeologist Fred Hiebert, whose unique ex-
perience inside the church led to “Tomb of 
Christ: The Church of Holy Sepulchre Expe-

New Museum Tells Story of the Bible – Chapter and Verse

CNS/TYLER ORSBURN
People stand near a bound book and biblical codices inside the “History of the 
Bible” exhibit at the Museum of the Bible in Washington Nov. 15. 

business, government, academic and religious 
leaders.

Museum backers found a circa-1923 refrig-
eration warehouse that had been repurposed 
for other uses, bought the building and set 
about expanding it, adding two stories and a 
skylight to the top of the structure and a sub-
basement for storage space.

The result: six floors of exhibits, not to 
mention the theater, gift shop and restaurants.

Most of the exhibits, when necessary, use 
the designations “B.C.” and “A.D.” – Before 
Christ and Anno Domini, Latin for “year of 
the Lord” – to refer to the timeline of civili-
zation marked by Jesus’ birth. Museum brass 

had discussions on the topic, Susan Jones, 
curator of antiquities for the museum, told 
Catholic News Service. “They decided that’s 
the way they wanted to go,” she said.

Most researchers, Jones noted, prefer the 
designations “B.C.E” and “C.E.” – Before 
the Common Era and Common Era – because 
“they’re more neutral.” Also preferring the 
latter names is the Israeli Association for An-
tiquities, which has a 20-year deal with the 
museum to supply artifacts in a fifth-floor ex-
hibit space. “You’re in Israel now,” she told 
a visitor as a tour guide was boasting that he 
had his hand on a rock from the Western Wall 
in Jerusalem in the exhibit.

There are a number of items on loan to 
the museum from the Vatican Museums and 
the Vatican Library. They’re in a tiny space 
on the museum’s ground floor – relatively 
speaking, since the museum totals 430,000 
square feet. What can’t be seen in person 
can be accessed by two dedicated comput-
ers in the exhibit area, one for the museums 
and one for the library.

Brian Hyland, an associate curator for 
medieval manuscripts at the museum, told 
CNS the Vatican donations will be around 
for six months, then replaced by other arti-
facts. One of his favorite items currently in 
the exhibit space is the first volume of a fac-
simile of the Urbino Bible, which dates to 
the 15th century; the second volume will re-
place the first volume at some point in 2018.

Despite the Bible’s status as the best-
selling and most-read book in history, one 
exhibit speaks of “Bible poverty,” and the 
fact that roughly 1 billion people have never 
read the Bible in their native tongue.

An organization called IllumiNations, 
a collaborative effort by Bible translation 
agencies, is trying to change that. The aim is 
to have, by 2033, 95 percent of the world’s 
peoples with access to the full Bible, 99.9 
percent with at least the New Testament, 
and 100 percent with at least some parts of 
the Bible translated into what museum do-
cent William Lazenby called “their heart 
languages.”

The exhibit space touting this endeavor 
is stocked with Bibles and New Testaments 
in various languages. Hardcover books with 
blank pages in the exhibit represent the un-
translated languages. Wholly untranslated 
languages are represented by yellow covers, 
and partially translated tongues are repre-
sented by covers with a redder hue.

To Experience One of the Holiest Christian Sites, Head to Washington

rience,” which runs at the Washington museum 
until August 2018.

Last year, Hiebert witnessed various stages 
of a nine-month-long, $3 million restoration of 
the small shrine within the Holy Sepulcher that 
protects the tomb of Christ. The shrine often 
is referred to as the Edicule, Latin for “little 
house.” During the process, the three religious 
groups with jurisdiction over the structure, and 
who had agreed on its restoration – the Arme-
nians, the Franciscans and the Greek Orthodox 
– agreed to also allow restorers to put a mois-
ture barrier around the tomb itself.

The tomb likely had not been opened in cen-
turies and, at some point, marble slabs were 
placed on top, perhaps to keep pilgrims from 
taking home parts of it. It has been venerated 
since the time of Constantine, the first Chris-
tian Roman Emperor who, in the fourth cen-
tury, sent a team in search of the holy burial 
site. Soon after, they identified a quarry as that 
place and Constantine’s mother, Helena, had a 
shrine built around it.   

The exhibit explains how the effects of 
weather, earthquakes and also great numbers 
of pilgrims, many of whom light candles that 

contribute to a buildup of soot, had brought the 
structure to the brink of collapse.

It also explains the dilemma religious lead-
ers faced when they learned that by injecting 
liquid mortar into the shrine to reinforce it, 
it presented the possibility that it would seep 
into the tomb itself – defeating the purpose of 
protecting the most important part. They had to 
swiftly decide to shut down the shrine to allow 
the team to protect the tomb – and that meant 
briefly opening it.

“They said, ‘Do it, but don’t take more than 
60 hours to do it,’” said Hiebert.

When restorers temporarily shut down the 
site, Hiebert and other members of the Nation-
al Geographic team were present to witness the 
opening of the tomb, which exposed the origi-
nal limestone bed and the walls of the cave, 
which Christians believe witnessed Christ re-
turning to life.

“To think that we, we were some of the few 
people who were locked in that church, got to 
see what people for hundreds and hundreds of 
years of Christianity hope to see, and we had 
a chance to see that ... if there’s anything that 
drove me to do a virtual exhibit, it was that 

guilt,” Hiebert said to an audience gathered 
at the museum on the opening night of the 
exhibit. “We have to tell the world about 
this.”

The National Geographic team scanned 
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher and the 
smaller structure inside, the Edicule, in such 
detail, that visitors who stop by the exhibit 
can don a VR, or virtual reality, headset and 
enter the tiny shrine, navigate the small pas-
sage way that leads to the tomb, a space that 
accommodates no more than three or four 
people, and see an exact visual representa-
tion of the tomb, without the real-life incon-
veniences. 

“As tourist, you get maybe 15 seconds in 
the tomb and then they move you out,” ex-
plained National Geographic engineer Corey 
Jaskolski at the opening night event. “Part of 
capturing this and being able to share it with 
the world through the National Geographic 
Museum is that we can let people spend as 
long as they want in the tomb. You can go 
in there and have your own personal experi-
ence and be able to see it in all its glory with-
out the interruptions and bustle of the crowd 
around.”

The exhibit explains some of the technol-
ogy the restoration team from the National 
Technical University of Athens used, as well 
as what National Geographic used to scan 
the images that made the visual aspect of the 
exhibit possible. 

“We can tell a story about great science 
and there’s a certain great aspect of faith to 
it, too,” said Hiebert.

He said the exhibit, as well as a TV show 
about the restoration of the tomb of Christ 
that National Geographic documented, de-
buted Dec. 3 on its cable channel. The De-
cember cover story of National Geographic 
magazine also focuses on archaeology and 
what it reveals about the life of Christ. It 
shows that science and faith can go hand in 
hand, Hiebert said.

 “When we look back on the history of 
exploration and even the history of National 
Geographic, we realize that this idea that sci-
ence is divorced from faith is not true,” he 
said. “It seemed to me natural that National 
Geographic would be in a position of, here’s 
a site, which is sacred and historic, and we’re 
about to embark on an epic adventure.”

CNS/REBECCA HALE, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC
The National Geographic exhibition “Tomb of Christ: The Church of the Holy Sep-
ulchre Experience” opened Nov. 15 at the National Geographic Museum in Wash-
ington and is on display through the fall of 2018. 
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CNS/HANI AMARA, REUTERS
A migrant arrives Nov. 24 at a naval base in in Tripoli, Libya, after being rescued by the Libyan 
coast guard. 

By Cindy Wooden 
Catholic News Service

Exploiting a fear of migrants and 
refugees for political gain increas-
es the possibility of violence and 
discrimination and does nothing 
to build a culture of peace, Pope 
Francis said in his message for 
World Peace Day 2018.

“Those who, for what may be 
political reasons, foment fear of 
migrants instead of building peace 
are sowing violence, racial dis-
crimination and xenophobia, which 
are matters of great concern for all 
those concerned for the safety of 
every human being,” the pope said 
in the message, which was released 
by the Vatican Nov. 24.

The pope chose “Migrants and 
refugees: Men and women in 
search of peace” as the theme for 
the celebration Jan. 1, 2018. The 
message is delivered by Vatican 
nuncios to heads of state and gov-
ernment around the world.

Presenting the message to the media, Father Bruno 
Marie Duffe, secretary of the Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development, said, “It is clear peace 
begins with saving lives and taking care of people 
who are trying to escape wars, discrimination, perse-
cution, poverty and climate disasters.”

As work continues on the U.N. Global Compact on 
Refugees and the Global Compact on Safe, Orderly 
and Regular Migration, Pope Francis urged the inter-
national community not to surrender “to cynicism and 
to the globalization of indifference.”

Countries at the U.N. General Assembly voted in 
September 2016 to develop the compacts; after meet-
ings around the world, a draft of each compact is 
scheduled to be released in February and a final vote 
is scheduled for September 2018.

In his message, which was signed Nov. 13, the feast 
of St. Frances Cabrini, patron of migrants, Pope Fran-
cis said thinking about peace naturally meant thinking 
about “those who most keenly suffer its absence.”

International organizations estimate there are some 
250 million international migrants around the globe 
and that about 22.5 million of them are refugees, who 
have fled war, violence or persecution.

In their search for a place where they can live in 
peace, the pope said, many are “willing to risk their 
lives on a journey that is often long and perilous, to en-
dure hardships and suffering, and to encounter fences 

Build Peace by Welcoming Migrants,  
Refugees, Pope Says in Message

By Junno Arocho Esteves 
Catholic News Service

Men and women contemplating a vocation to the priesthood, consecrated 
life or marriage should not be afraid because God wants only for them to expe-
rience the joy that comes from serving others, Pope Francis said. 

“Our slowness and our sloth” should not delay a response and Christians 
need not be “fearful of our limitations and sins, but instead open our hearts to 
the voice of the Lord,” the pope said in his message for the 2018 World Day of 
Prayer for Vocations.

“It will not fill our hearts if we keep standing by the window with the excuse 
of waiting for the right time, without accepting this very day the risk of mak-
ing a decision,” the pope wrote. “Vocation is today! The Christian mission is 
now!”

The papal message for the day of prayer, which will be observed April 22, 
was released Dec. 4 at the Vatican. The 2018 theme is “Listening, discerning 
and living the Lord’s call.”

In his message, Pope Francis said God’s call “is not as clear-cut as any of 
those things we can hear, see or touch in our daily experiences” because God 
“comes silently and discreetly, without imposing on our freedom.”

Christians, he said, must learn to listen carefully and “view things with the 
eyes of faith” in order to listen to his voice which is “drowned out by the many 

worries and concerns that fill our minds and hearts.”
“We will never discover the special, personal calling that God has in mind 

for us if we remain enclosed in ourselves, in our usual way of doing things, in 
the apathy of those who fritter away their lives in their own little world,” the 
pope said. 

Listening is increasingly difficult in today’s society, which is “overstimu-
lated and bombarded by information” and “prevents us from pausing and en-
joying the taste of contemplation” and discerning God’s plan, he said. 

Often stifled by “the temptations of ideology and negativity,” he said, Chris-
tians need spiritual discernment which allows them to “discover the places, the 
means and situations through which” God’s calls them. 

“Every Christian ought to grow in the ability to ‘read within’ his or her life 
and to understand where and to what he or she is being called by the Lord, in 
order to carry on his mission,” Pope Francis said. 

He also urged men and women to live out their calling once it is discovered 
and “become a witness of the Lord here and now,” whether in marriage or 
priesthood or consecrated life. 

“If [God] lets us realize that he is calling us to consecrate ourselves totally to 
his kingdom, then we should have no fear!” Pope Francis said. 

“It is beautiful – and a great grace,” he said, “to be completely and forever 
consecrated to God and the service of our brothers and sisters.”

Don’t Wait to be Perfect to  
Answer Vocational Call, Pope Says

and walls built to keep them far from their goal.”
Pope Francis acknowledged the right and obliga-

tion of countries to protect their borders and wisely 
allocate their resources, including those dedicated to 
resettling migrants and refugees. But the pope also in-
sisted that basic human decency requires sheltering 
those whose dignity is at risk.

Jesuit Father Michael Czerny, undersecretary of the 
Migrants and Refugee Section of the Vatican Dicast-
ery for Promoting Integral Human Development, told 
reporters the “prudence” Pope Francis is calling for 
involves discernment and wise direction. He com-
pared it to the responsibility parents exercise in run-
ning a household.

“Prudent parents respond and allocate resources 
wisely,” he told reporters. “If resources are inade-
quate, they adjust goals. They obviously do not expel 
members who seem overly needy. What kind of fam-
ily would do that? And yet that is what the human 
family sometimes seems to do to asylum seekers and 
refugees.”

In the message, the pope also said that welcoming 
migrants and refugees actually contributes to peace 
and benefits host countries.

    Migrants and refugees “do not arrive empty-
handed. They bring their courage, skills, energy and 
aspirations, as well as the treasures of their own cul-
tures; and in this way, they enrich the lives of the na-

tions that receive them,” he said.
When people in need are wel-

comed and valued, “seeds of 
peace” begin to sprout, the pope 
said. “Our cities, often divided and 
polarized by conflicts regarding 
the presence of migrants and refu-
gees, will thus turn into workshops 
of peace.”

As he said in a message released 
earlier for the World Day of Mi-
grants and Refugees 2018, co-
ordinated plans for “welcoming, 
protecting, promoting and integrat-
ing” newcomers are essential for 
helping asylum seekers, refugees, 
migrants and victims of human 
trafficking find the peace they seek.

“‘Welcoming’ calls for expand-
ing legal pathways for entry and 
no longer pushing migrants and 
displaced people toward countries 
where they face persecution and 
violence. It also demands balanc-
ing our concerns about national se-
curity with concern for fundamen-

tal human rights,” Pope Francis said in the peace day 
message.

Countries have a moral obligation as well as a le-
gal obligation under international law to protect those 
fleeing from real danger, he said. And no one should 
forget the very high and very real risk of exploitation 
faced by migrating women and children.

Archbishop Silvano Tomasi, a Vatican diplomat, 
told reporters that to reach the goal of peaceful coex-
istence “relations among nations must change and be 
based on: solidarity; dialogue instead of force, which 
explodes in conflict; policies of collaboration; and the 
participation of everyone in the benefits of technol-
ogy, access to markets” and other factors that allow 
them to live a dignified life.

“Peace flourishes where there is less inequality and 
injustice,” the archbishop said. “And when there is 
less inequality and injustice, there is also less migra-
tion and people can exercise their right of not having 
to migrate.”

Pope Francis prayed that the global compacts would 
be “inspired by compassion, foresight and courage, so 
as to take advantage of every opportunity to advance 
the peace-building process. Only in this way can the 
realism required of international politics avoid surren-
dering to cynicism and to the globalization of indif-
ference.”
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Please pray for the following 
clergy who died in December 
during the past 25 years:
Father Stephen Rolko, 1993
Msgr. Joseph Bradley, 1996
Father John Aurentz, 1996
Father Vitale Leonard Casey, 1997
Father Joseph Blascovich, 1999
Father Robert Kobularik, 1999
Deacon Michael Lydon Sr., 1999
Deacon Charles Rebuck, 2005
Father Thomas Hemler, 2006
Father Thomas M. McLernon, 2009
Father Paul Aumen, C.PP.S., 2010
Msgr. Leo Bierster, 2011
Msgr. Robert C. Gribbin, 2013
Deacon Sabino “Sam” 
Moschella, 2013
Father Joseph H. Fennessy, 2015

The names of the following de-
ceased persons have been submitted 
by their parishes. Please remember 
in your prayers the happy repose of 
these recently departed souls and the 
consolation of their loved ones.

BLOOMSBURG – St. Columba: 
Joseph J. Keszkowski, Sharon P.  
Sylvester.

BONNEAUVILLE – St. Joseph the 
Worker: Benedict J. Strasbaugh.

CHAMBERSBURG – Corpus 
Christi: Robert J. Maloney, Sigmund 
Salmento, Andrena Tarquino  
Isenberger.

COLUMBIA – Holy Trinity: Joseph 
Willy.

CONEWAGO – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Martin V. Storm.

FAIRFIELD – Immaculate 
Conception BVM: Edward V.  
DeBoeser.

GETTYSBURG – St. Francis 
Xavier: Arthur Cunningham, Jr.,  
Dennis J. Hebert, Antonio Morales.

HANOVER – St. Vincent de Paul: 
Richard Crouse, Kathleen Rohrbaugh, 
Frances Rosensteel, Burnell “Barney” 
Small.

HARRISBURG – Holy Name of 
Jesus: Anthony “Tony” D’Agostino, 
Betty Gorse, Aaron David Vargo; St. 
Margaret Mary: Mitchell Bernard, 
Martha Cope, Margaret Reardon, Mary 
Sebastian.

HERSHEY – St. Joan of Arc: 
Michael Hugendubler, Gina Pasquini.

KULPMONT – Holy Angels: 
Jennie Dallazia, James F. Valania.

LANCASTER – Assumption BVM: 
Robert Flora, Henry Miller.

LEBANON – Assumption BVM: 
Linda Strauss, Mildred Winter; St. 
Cecilia: David Micklosky, Chesha 
Zimolzak.

LEWISBURG – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Michael Joseph Poremsky

LEWISTOWN – Sacred Heart of 
Jesus: Mary Conti, Dr. Frank Grill.

LITTLESTOWN – St. Aloysius: 
Theresa F. Redding.

MERCERSBURG – St. Luke: 
Virginia Penrod.

MILLERSVILLE – St. Philip the 
Apostle: Anna Constantine, Charles 
Hill, George Klett, Jonathan  
McDonald, Werner Ortmann.

NEW CUMBERLAND – St. 
Theresa: Mina Baxter.

NEW FREEDOM – St. John the 
Baptist: Robert Hamilton.

NEW OXFORD – Immaculate Con-
ception BVM: Earl Topper.

SHAMOKIN – Mother Cabrini: 
Ofella Conjura, John McGinley,  
Raymond (Richard) Okrasinski, 
Marylucille Okrasinski, Rita Orner, 
Betty June Pandie, Irene Sobotor, 
Imelda Yezerski.

STEELTON – Prince of Peace: 
Irene Watts.

YORK – St. Joseph: Dorothy 
Kitching, Charles S. Hersh.

Sister M. Angelica Bove
Sister M. Angelica Bove, a member 

of the Daughters of Our Lady of Mercy, 
Villa Rossello, Newfield, N.J. went to 
her eternal rest on Nov. 11 at Misericor-
dia Nursing & Rehabilitation Center, 
York. She was 87.

Born Gloria Bove in Hazleton, Pa., 
Sister Angelica entered the Congrega-
tion of the Daughters of Our Lady of 
Mercy, in York in 1947. She earned a 
degree from College Misericordia in 
Dallas, Pa., and pursued further studies 
at the University of Scranton and Mary-
wood College in Scranton, Pa., and at 
Fordham University.  

As an educator, Sister Angelica taught 
in elementary schools administered by 
the religious order in Milford, Mass.; 
Millville and Vineland, N.J.; and Steel-
ton, Hershey, Old Forge and Hazleton, 
Pa. She served as school principal at St. 
Mary’s Old Forge and as principal at 
Msgr. Molino Elementary School (pre-
viously Most Precious Blood) in Hazle-
ton. While serving as principal at Msgr. 
Molino, she was appointed by Scranton 
diocesan officials to serve as assistant 
superintendent of parochial schools 
in the Hazleton area (1990-1992). On 
the high school level, Sister Angelica 
taught and served as secretary at the 
order’s Our Lady of Mercy Academy, 
Newfield, N.J.

In addition to teaching, Sister Angeli-
ca also served her religious community 
in many roles of service. From 1978-
1983, she served as Provincial Superior 
of the order in Newfield. Prior to that, 
she served as Directress of Novices, 
and also, for six years, as an extern 
member of the order’s General Council 
seated in Savona, Italy.

Having completed her ministry in 
education, Sister Angelica then served 
as parish minister and coordinator of 
Most Precious Blood Parish Outreach 
program for a number of years before 
being assigned to Mercy Residence, 
York, as Superior in 2005. Overtaken 
by illness, she spent her last two years 
as a resident of Misericordia Nursing 
Center, York, which is owned by her 
religious order.  

The Mass of Christian burial was cel-
ebrated at Most Precious Blood Church, 
Hazleton, Pa., on Nov. 17. Interment 
was at Most Precious Blood Cemetery, 
Hazleton. 

Resurrection School Sets  
New Fundraising Goal for Laptops

Resurrection Catholic School in Lancaster has announced a goal to start a one-to-
one laptop program for 5th to 8th grade students by the beginning of 2018. 

The school was part of the community-wide Extraordinary Give, Lancaster’s day 
of giving to nonprofit organizations, held prior to Thanksgiving. Most of the money 
raised for the school on that day went toward the new initiative. 

“When we were denied a grant to kick start our program, we decided to continue 
the march for the sake of our students. Some of them have no home computers, and 
the devices are essential these days for research and writing, both at home and in 
school,” said principal Brenda Weaver.

For about $500, the school can purchase one device, a 3-year warranty and acciden-
tal damage protection. One-to-one programs have become more necessary in educa-
tion as the ability to instantly access research has become possible through techno-
logical advances. The Resurrection program will cost about $41,000, a figure beyond 
the technology fund’s ability to satisfy. 

“We have repair and maintenance on our current system to pay for, and we’re re-
placing teacher computers and aging Smart Boards,” Mrs. Weaver said. She has high 
hopes for the effort, and she thanks those who support the school. 

“We gratefully acknowledge the many people who support us through the year. 
They are our light and the inspiration for our theme this year, Family of Faith – Let 
Our Light Shine,” she said. “Our students benefit from this generosity every day.”

Rocks Highlight Students’  
Uniqueness at St. Joseph School in York

Inspired by the children’s book Only One You, the students of St. Joseph School in 
York, grades PreK through 6, enhance their school with garden art. The book Only 
One You, written by Linda Kranz, emphasizes that we are all unique. The project, 
coordinated by teacher Anne Smith and Director of Development Lisa Lindeman, 
encouraged every student to paint a rock in his or her own style. The beautiful rocks 
create a walkway of student artwork between the beds of the school garden. Each 
rock, special in its own way, represents our very blessed and unique school. Sixth-
grader Madalene Dietrich is shown planning her artwork. 

St. Joan of Arc Parish Donates  
Pounds of Care for Prisoners

Through the generous donations of parishioners, the Living Our Faith Ministry at St. 
Joan of Arc Catholic Parish in Hershey recently collected 10 boxes (336 pounds) of 
new and unused Christmas and all-occasion cards and 2018 wall calendars. All ma-
terials will be distributed at Pennsylvania prisons. Now in its third year at St. Joan’s, 
the collection, held Oct. 14 and 15, called Caring Cards and Calendars, allows pa-
rishioners to drop off next year’s wall calendars as well as new or excess cards from 
previous years. 

Dr. Charles (Buz) Myers, Department of Religious Studies, Gettysburg College, 
and volunteer at the Camp Hill Prison, expressed his thanks, saying, “I cannot tell 
you how much the inmates at the Camp Hill State Prison appreciate all the time and 
effort that you put into this project. Please know that your work will truly bring joy 
into the lives of many incarcerated people and their families this Christmas and all 
year long.”

The donated items remind our brothers and sisters that they are not forgotten and 
offer inmates the opportunity to send holiday greetings all year long to family and 
friends. The colorful cards and calendars, which are items that most of us take for 
granted, are not usually available to those who are incarcerated. 

Statistics consistently show that the majority of inmates are incarcerated for non-
violent crimes and will soon return to our communities. This simple gesture reminds 
them that love and forgiveness can be found at home when their debt to society is 
paid.

Shown in the submitted photo, from left, are Joanne Curry, Kathy Lewis, Dr. 
Charles Myers, Marie Bowman, Chris Baker and Deb Andrews with ten big boxes 
of cheer.
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Spiritual Offerings
An Ecumenical, Inter-Religious Candle-

light Remembrance Service will be held for 
anyone who has experienced the death of a friend, 
family member, or loved one to suicide. It will be held 
on Sunday, Dec. 10 at 6 pm. at Sacred Heart Basilica, 
Conewago, 30 Basilica Drive, Hanover. Light refresh-
ments will be served in the parish hall following the 
service. For more information, contact Sue Poist at 
717-624-2055 or e-mail smpoist@hotmail.com. All are 
welcome. It does not matter when the suicide oc-
curred. This is a time for us all to come together to let 
you know you are not alone.

The National Night of Prayer for Life, 
to honor Our Blessed Mother and pray through her 
intercession for a culture of life and protection for the 
Church from persecution, will take place Dec. 8-9 from 
8 p.m.-12:15 a.m. at St. Joan of Arc Church in Her-
shey.

Immaculate Conception BVM Parish 
in York invites you to a celebration in honor of Our 
Lady of Guadalupe. On Dec. 11 at 11:30 p.m. there 
will be a procession, the holy Rosary, Las mañanitas, 
Danza de los viejitos, and Danza de la Morenita. On 
Dec. 12, there will be Mass at 8 a.m. The holy Rosary 
and a dance presentation by Tepeltzin-Oyunqui of St. 
Mary’s will take place at 6:30 p.m., and Mass at 7 p.m. 
A celebration will follow immediately after Mass in the 
auditorium. Please bring a favorite dish to share. All 
are welcome!

Pilgrimages and Retreats
A pilgrimage to the Holy Land is being 

organized by Father John McCloskey, pastor of St. 
Joseph Parish in Dallastown, from June 14 to 25, 
2018. We will see the key places where Jesus lived, 
ministered, died and rose: Bethlehem, Nazareth, Jeri-
cho, Jerusalem, Mt. Tabor, Capernaum and other sites 
on the Sea of Galilee. The trip also includes a visit to 
the Dead Sea and the desert fortress of Masada, as 
well as a free day in Jerusalem. The cost, including 
bus transportation from Dallastown, airfare and most 
meals is $3,695 per person. The price without airfare 
is $2,695. If this sounds interesting, you can find more 
information at http://selectinternationaltours.com/
wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Fr.-John-McCloskey-
HL-2018_web.pdf or by contacting Father John at 
pastor@sjdrcc.org or by calling 717-246-3007.

Education & Enrichment
Theology on Tap Lancaster will feature 

Father Brian Wayne, Diocesan Director of Vocations 
and Campus Minister at Millersville University, on Dec. 
14 at 7 p.m. at Arooga’s Grille House (upstairs), 125 
South Centerville Rd., Lancaster. Note change of loca-
tion for December’s event. Father Wayne will speak on 
“The Perpetual Discerner: A Paralysis by Analysis” in 
response to the many times he has been asked, “What 
does God want me to do?” Theology on Tap is a young 
adult ministry and evangelization outreach of the 
Diocese of Harrisburg. All young adults (20s and 30s), 
single, married, Catholic or not, are invited to attend. 
For more details, check it out on Facebook or www.
totlancaster.com.

Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible – If 
you would like to have a deeper relationship with God 
and a better understanding of your faith, then join us 
for Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible. You will not 
only benefit personally from being part of this study; 
you will also help to bring about a profound renewal 
in our parish as we grow closer to Christ. St. Rose of 
Lima Parish in York will begin Unlocking the Mystery 
of the Bible on Jan. 11 at 7 p.m. For more information, 
or to sign up, contact Sharon Egan at 717-843-3043 
or segan@hbgdiocese.org. Unlocking the Mystery of 
the Bible helps you uncover the story woven through 
Scripture with its clever narrative approach and inge-
nious color-coded Bible Timeline. The study includes 
a series of eight informative and engaging half-hour 
videos presented by Jeff Cavins. Each video will be 
followed by a lively group discussion. 

Weekly Bible study and faith sharing – 
Join the ongoing Bible Study and Faith Sharing group 
that meets Monday mornings at St. Rose of Lima Par-
ish in York 10 a.m. in the former convent dining room. 
Each week, we peek at the next week’s Scriptures to 
get a deeper understanding of what we learn at Mass. 
The Holy Spirit takes over from there and leads our 

discussions sometimes to surprising places. To find 
out more, contact Sharon Egan at 717-843-3043 or 
segan@hbgdiocese.org. 

Fundraisers & Events
St. Patrick Church and School have a 

long history in downtown York. As we pre-
pare to celebrate our 120th anniversary, it is our wish 
to share this wonderful history with our people and 
students of St. Patrick Parish, School and Religious 
Education Program. The “Then and Now Project” 
is reaching out to you – the priests, nuns, parishio-
ners, lay teachers, staff, and alumni of the past – to 
share your thoughts and memories of your time at 
St. Patrick Church or School. Your stories, pictures 
or other memories you wish to share are greatly ap-
preciated. Consider a special Mass, a funny moment 
in the classroom, your First Holy Communion, sports, 
weddings, holidays or anything else that comes to 
mind. Please submit pictures/stories to Joe Stein at 
jstein550@comcast.net or mail to St. Patrick Church, 
Attn: Joe Stein, at 219 South Beaver St. York, PA  
17401 by Jan. 15, 2018. See more information about 
the “Then and Now Project” at St. Patrick’s Web site, 
www.stpatrickyork.org.

Good Shepherd School’s 2nd Annual 
Car Raffle is now underway! Enter to win a new 
2018 Alfa Romeo Stelvio SUV, Giulia Sedan, or 
$35,000 cash! The proceeds from this exciting fund-
raiser will once again go directly to the school for the 
benefit of students, faculty and staff. Tickets are avail-
able for sale at the school office between the hours 
of 8 a.m.-2:30.p.m. on days that school is in session. 
For your convenience, you can order tickets online at 
www.gsschpa.org/alfaromeo. Tickets are $25 each or 
5 for $100. Only 4,000 tickets are available for sale, 
so don’t wait, get yours today! The winner will be 
announced at the GSS Car Raffle Drawing Party on 
Feb. 10, 2018, at the Good Shepherd Parish Hall in 
Camp Hill.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Har-
risburg is hosting a car raffle. First prize 
is a 2017 Honda Civic LX Sedan (color determined 
by stock) or $15,000 cash. Second prize, $500. 
Third prize, $300. Fourth prize, $200. Prizes for fifth 
through 14th place are $20 each. Raffle tickets are 
$10 each, or three for $20. Drawing is Dec. 25 at 
noon in the church basement. Need not be present 
to win. Visit the parish office or call 717-232-1003 to 
purchase tickets. 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish Council 
of Catholic Women in Williamstown is 
having a Holiday Cheer Raffle. Tickets are $2 each 
and the gift certificate prizes are: $150 PA Wine and 
Spirit Store, 2nd Prize $50 Broad Mountain Winery, 
3rd Prize $50 Armstrong Winery, $25 Nelson’s Beer 
Distributor and $25 Lykens Valley Beverage Gift 
Certificate. Call Dawn at 717-647-9124 or Anne at 
717-647-9182 or any member of the PCCW to get 
your chances. 

St. Patrick Parish in York will hold a Cookie 
Walk in Brenner Hall on Dec. 10 from 9 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. Parishioners are asked to make cookies for this 
event and drop them off the night before. The day of 
the event, purchase a container for $10 (container 
will be provided), and choose which cookies you 
would like to fill your container with. Santa Claus will 
be there to entertain the children while parents are 
choosing their cookies.  

Art contest for girls: The Harrisburg Dioc-
esan Council of Catholic Women (HDCCW) invites 
girls in grades 9-12 in the Diocese of Harrisburg to 
enter an art contest. The task: design the cover for 
the 93rd Annual HDCCW Convention on April 16, 
2018. The art work should be an original drawing or 
painting for a 9 x 12 folder and based on the Conven-
tion theme “Caring For God’s Creation.” The grand 
prize is $150, second prize is $75 and third prize is 
$50. The deadline to enter is January 15, 2018. For 
complete details and contest guidelines, please refer 
to the HDCCW website http://hdccw.webs.com. You 
may also contact the HDCCW at 717-860-0700 or 
e-mail hdccw1@gmail.com with questions. 

St. Jude Thaddeus Parish in Mif-
flintown: Women’s Guild Christmas Cookie Walk 
& Bazaar will be held Dec. 9 in the church social hall 
from 9 a.m.-noon, or while supply lasts. Purchase an 
empty container for $10 and fill it with your choice 
from a wide variety of homemade Christmas cookies. 
Sale features a selection of lovely, handmade crafts 

and needlework, homemade candies, and a White 
Elephant table with assorted Christmas items. Doors 
open at 8 a.m. Come early and join us for free coffee. 
For directions or more information, contact Joyce 
Price, 717-994-0209.

St. Rita Parish in Blue Ridge Summit will 
hold its annual Christmas Mart on Dec. 9 from 9 a.m.-
1 p.m. Fresh green wreaths, swags, centerpieces and 
kissing balls, crafts, Treasures from Christmas Past 
and religious articles from a local shop, and icons and 
jewelry by local crafters will be available, as well as a 
raffle and home baked goods and lunch. Live music 
will be provided by local talent. The Mart is held in St. 
Rita’s Parish Hall at the back end of the property at 
13219 Monterey Lane, Blue Ridge Summit.

Lancaster Catholic High School, in part-
nership with St. Anne’s Retirement Com-
munity in Columbia, will be hosting Breakfast 
with Santa on Dec. 9 in the LCHS Cafeteria. Breakfast 
will be served from 8:30-10:30 a.m. with the Christmas 
time festivities beginning at 9 a.m. Please contact 
Tony Brill for more information at tbrill@lchsyes.org 
or 717-509-0310. Cost for adults and children 3 years 
or older is $15, children under 3 years are $5. Price 
of ticket includes a buffet breakfast, Santa meet and 
greet and all children will receive gift bags. 

As part of the Lancaster Catholic’s Fine 
and Performing Arts Concert & Lecture 
Series, The Jamanis Family Christmas Concert will 
be held in the Old Main Auditorium on Dec. 15 at 7:30 
p.m. They will be performing works by Mendelssohn, 
Dvorak and Schubert. Admission is free, but donations 
to the LCHS FPA will be accepted. 

Christmas Bake Sale - St. Ann Byzan-
tine Catholic Church in Harrisburg will 
be selling delicious perohi, kielbasa and nut rolls for 
Christmas on Dec. 9 in the parish hall, 5408 Locust 
Lane, Harrisburg, from 9 a.m.-noon. The homemade 
rolls will be sold for $10 and will feature walnut, apricot 
or poppy seed fillings. All sales are on a first-come, 
first-served basis. The perohi will be sold frozen for $6 
per dozen. Fillings available will be: potato & cheese, 
cabbage, sauerkraut, farmer cheese, prune and apple. 
The smoked kielbasa will be sold in rings for $6. Kiel-
basa sticks will also be available. St. Ann Gift Shop 
will be open during the sale, with a wide selection of 
religious and cultural merchandise. Visit www. 
stannbyz.org or call 717-652-0545 for more informa-
tion.

Instruments and voices come together 
at York Catholic High School’s Christmas 
Concerts! The senior high concert is Dec. 10 at 6 
p.m. and the junior high concert is Dec. 13 at 7 p.m. 
Celebrate the season and enjoy the sounds of holiday 
spirit! Admission is free.

Festival of Lessons and Carols, presented 
by the St. Joseph Sanctuary Choir, the St. Joseph 
School Handbell Choir, and the St. Joseph School 
Liturgy Choir, will be held Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. at St. 
Joseph Church in Mechanicsburg. The Festival of Les-
sons and Carols originated in 1918 at King’s College 
in Cambridge. The blend of Scripture and carols draws 
in listeners, both young and old, to celebrate the birth 
of our Savior. 

Job Openings
St. Margaret Mary School in Harrisburg 

is looking for a preschool/kindergarten aide to begin 
work on Jan. 2, 2018. The hours are Monday-Friday 
from 7:30 a.m.-2 p.m. Duties include assisting teacher 
with supervision of children in the classroom, at 
recess and lunch, assisting the teacher in lessons and 
centers, copying necessary materials for class, and 
other fun things throughout the day. Interested parties 
should contact Mrs. Fennessy via e-mail at  
mrs.fennessy@stmmparish.org or by calling the 
school office at 717-232-3771.

A Woman’s Concern is seeking a creative, 
dynamic and passionately pro-life Advancement 
Manager to work with the team to promote “life.” If 
you have at least 5 years’ experience in marketing, 
development, fundraising and social media and want 
to work for a non-profit ministry that every day makes 
a difference in the lives of our clients, please apply 
today. Position is part-time (24 hours). Please email 
Jill Hartman at jillh@pregnancylancaster.com with 
your resume and/or to receive a comprehensive job 
description.

Submission Deadline
The deadline for submissions for the December 

22 edition is Wednesday, December 13 at 4:30 p.m. 
Submit written announcements via e-mail to witness@
hbgdiocese.org. No ads, posters or PDFs, please.
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August 28 -September 8, 2018

Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, PA

August 28 -Septemmmmbbbbbbeeeeeeeerrrrrrr 8888888,,,,  2222222200000000001111118888888

Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg, PA

Celebrate the 150th anniversary of 
the Diocese of Harrisburg 
and visit the grave of St. Patrick, 
the Diocese’s Patron Saint
on a 12-day pilgrimage to the 
Emerald Isle with the 
Bishop of Harrisburg,  
Most Reverend 
Ronald W. Gainer.

Explore the history
Witness the faith 
Gather the graces

I R E L AND
Early  registration price $3,599 + $319* 

per person from Washington Dulles 
if deposit is paid by 5-20-18

Base price  $3,699 + $319* per person after 5-20-18

*Estimated Airline Taxes & Fuel Surcharges are subject to 
increase/decrease at ticketing (30 days prior)

OPTIONAL $30 ROUNDTRIP BUS BETWEEN 
HARRISBURG/WASHINGTON DULLES

Call for a brochure or to register:  800.713.9800

TRAVEL BY:  Pentecost Tours, Inc.  •   PO Box 280, Batesville, IN 47006   •   800.713.9800   •   travel@pentecosttours.com

Gallarus Oratory

Giant’s Causeway

Kylemore Abbey

Bunratty Castle

COURTESY OF MISERICORDIA
Misericordia Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in York  
recently dedicated a new Marian shrine as part of its  
ongoing updating and renovations. The blessing was done 
by Father Jonathan Sawicki, pastor of Immaculate  
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Parish in York, board 
member and supporter of Misericordia. Located in the new 
landscaped courtyard, the simple but beautiful shrine, with 
a water feature, provides an oasis for residents and family 
members to enjoy during visits. The shrine is a gift from the 
Catholic Woman’s Club of York.

By Carol Zimmermann 
Catholic News Service

During the weeks before 
Christmas, Catholic churches 
stand out for what they are 
missing.

Unlike stores, malls, public 
buildings and homes that start 
gearing up for Christmas at 
least by Thanksgiving, church-
es appear almost stark save for 
Advent wreaths and maybe 
some greenery or white lights.

“The chance for us to be 
a little out of sync or a little 
countercultural is not a bad 
thing,” said Paulist Father Lar-
ry Rice, director of the Uni-
versity Catholic Center at the 
University of Texas at Austin.

By the same token, he is not 
about to completely avoid lis-
tening to Christmas music un-
til Dec. 24 either. The key is 
to experience that “being out 
of sync feeling in a way that is 
helpful and teaches us some-
thing about our faith,” he told 
Catholic News Service.

Others find with the frenetic 
pace of the Christmas sea-
son it is calming to go into an 
undecorated church and sing 
more somber hymns like “O 
Come, O Come, Emmanu-
el.” But that shouldn’t be the 
only draw, noted Jesuit Father 
Bruce Morrill, who is the Ed-
ward A. Malloy professor of 
Catholic studies at Vanderbilt 
University Divinity School in 
Nashville, Tenn.

He said the dissonance be-

tween how the Church and 
society at large celebrate 
Christmas is that the Church 
celebration begins, not ends, 
Dec. 25. The shopping season 
and Christian church calendar 
overlap, but don’t connect, he 
added.

Celebrating Advent is a little 
tricky in campus ministry, he 
noted, since the Church’s qui-
et, reflective period comes at 
the same time as students are 
frantic over exams, papers and 
Christmas preparations. 

This year, the day before the 
start of Advent, he said stu-
dents planned to gather to dec-
orate the Catholic center with 
purple altar cloths, pine gar-
lands and some white lights.

As Father Morrill sees it, 
decorating churches with 
white lights or greenery almost 
bridges the secular and reli-
gious celebrations of Christ-
mas and that’s OK by him. 
It beats using blue instead of 
purple for Advent wreaths or 
liturgical vestments, which 
he said some parishes did in 
the ‘80s, until Church leaders 
came down on it.

Liturgical notes for Advent 
posted online by the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops – 
http://www.usccb.org/prayer-
and-worship/liturgical-year/
advent -- points out that the 
liturgical color for Advent is 
purple, just like Lent – as both 
are seasons that prepare us for 
great feast days.

It says Advent “includes 
an element of penance in the 
sense of preparing, quieting 
and disciplining our hearts 
for the full joy of Christmas. 
This penitential dimension is 
expressed through the color 
purple, but also through the 
restrained manner of decorat-
ing the church and altar.”

It also points out that flo-
ral decorations should be 
“marked by a moderation” as 
should the use of the organ and 
other musical instruments dur-
ing Advent Masses.

The way the Church cele-
brates Advent is nothing new. 
Timothy Brunk, a Villanova 
University associate professor 
in theology and religious stud-
ies, said it began in the fourth 
century in Europe but has nev-
er had the history or signifi-
cance of Easter for the Church.

But even though Advent 
doesn’t have the penitential 
pull of Lent – where people 
give something up for 40 days 
or do something extra – that 
doesn’t mean the season should 
slip by without opportunities 
for spiritual growth.

Father Rice said it’s impor-
tant for Catholics to engage in 
spiritual preparation for Christ-
mas even in the middle of all 
the other preparations.

His advice: when you write 
a Christmas card, say a prayer 
for that person; while shop-
ping, try to go about it in slow 
and thoughtful way not franti-
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cally running around and let 
someone take that parking 
space you were eyeing.

Those actions, he said, are 

modern works of mercy on a 
simple and immediate level. 

They also don’t require bat-
teries or store coupons.
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