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The 2018 Winter/Spring Session of the Diocesan Institute for Catechetical and Pastoral  

Formation affords adult Catholics the opportunity to continue their formation in the Catholic 

Faith. All courses and sessions are open to any interested adults, including those who are  

pursuing catechetical certification in the diocese and those who simply wish to understand the 

Catholic Faith better. 

 

Diocesan Institute offerings marked Also Available Via Live Webinar allow for remote live 

participation from parishes and homes.  Recordings of most webinar offerings are also  

available for the convenience of later viewing.   

 

For information about the Diocesan Institute or obtaining catechetical  
certification in the Diocese of Harrisburg, contact Ryan Bolster at  
(717) 657-4804, ext. 225 or rbolster@hbgdiocese.org.  

 

Please plan to join in the coming year’s various events in celebration of 

the 150th Anniversary of the Diocese of Harrisburg, which was founded on  

March 3, 1868.  Some plans are still being finalized, but mark your calendar for the following 

diocesan events: 

 

March 2, 2018  Living Mysteries of the Rosary 
  Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg   

  All are welcome, and especially junior and senior high school students  
 

March 3, 2018 Opening Mass for the Anniversary Year  

  10:00 a.m. at Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg  

  Bishop Gainer will be the celebrant and homilist for the Mass, which will 

 be followed by a reception featuring foods from various ethnic and  

  cultural groups that reside within the Diocese. 
 

March 3, 2019    Closing Mass for the Anniversary Year      
   Holy Name of Jesus Church, Harrisburg (Time T.B.D.) 

 

Additional information regarding diocesan anniversary events will be forthcoming.  

SAVE THE DATES 

mailto:rbolster@hbgdiocese.org


BASIC CATECHETICAL CERTIFICATION COURSES 

I04 Introduction to the Sacraments 
 

 

Liturgy is the participation of the People of God 

in the work of God, and “God’s work” is nothing 

other than the sanctification and salvation of His 

children!  This course explores how Jesus Christ 

continues the work of our redemption through the 

liturgy and sacraments of His Church.  Topics 

considered are: the role of liturgy in the life of the 

Church and her members, the liturgical year, and 

how liturgy is celebrated. The seven sacraments 

of the Church, through which God blesses us with 

a share in His very life, will be explored in detail, 

including the minister, sign and effects/fruits of 

each sacrament. 

 

Available via pre-recorded webinar 

$25.00 

I01 Overview of Catholic Doctrine: 
 The Creed 

 

 

What does it mean to say, “I believe in God, the 

Father almighty…”? What is the Faith that  

Catholics profess? This course explores in detail 

the core tenets of the Catholic Faith as they are 

expressed in the Apostles’ Creed.  Topics  

addressed in this course include: God’s Revelation, 

the nature of faith and belief, the Holy Trinity, 

creation, the nature of man, original sin, Jesus 

Christ, the Incarnation and Paschal Mystery, the 

Holy Spirit, the Church, and the four last things 

(death, judgment, heaven and hell). 

 

Available via pre-recorded webinar 

$25.00 

I02 Introduction to Scripture 

 

 

“Ignorance of the Scriptures is ignorance of 

Christ” (Saint Jerome).  In other words, those who 

seek to deepen their relationship with Jesus must 

immerse themselves in God’s Holy Word.  This 

course addresses: how we come to know God 

through His Revelation in Sacred Scripture; the 

story of salvation history that is woven throughout 

Scripture; the relationship between Sacred  

Scripture, Sacred Tradition, and the Magisterium 

(teaching office of the Church); what it means to 

say that Scripture is both “inspired” and “inerrant”; 

keys to correctly approaching, understanding and 

interpreting Scripture; a brief overview of the  

individual books of both the Old and New  

Testaments; how to choose a Scripture translation 

and tips for personal Scripture study. 

 

Available via pre-recorded webinar 

$25.00 

 I05 Introduction to Morality 
 
 
“Teacher, what good must I do to gain eternal 

life?” (Mt 19:16) This course explores the Catholic 

moral tradition and what it means to live as a  

disciple of Jesus Christ.  Topics addressed in this 

course include: the dignity of the human person as 

created in the image and likeness of God, the  

beatitudes, the nature of freedom and responsibility, 

the morality of human acts, conscience, sin, the  

virtues, the moral law, grace and Catholic social 

teaching. The course includes an in-depth  

consideration of the Ten Commandments.  

Thursdays, February 8, 15, 22, March 1  

and 8, 2018 

6:30  - 8:30 p.m. 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

ALSO AVAILABLE VIA LIVE WEBINAR 
Mr. Dominic Lombardi 

$25.00  



BASIC CATECHETICAL CERTIFICATION COURSES 

I08 Teaching Methodology—Part 2 

 

This two-part course for catechists focuses on the 

skills and competencies necessary to effectively 

teach the Catholic Faith. Topics addressed in Part 

2 include: the vocation of the catechist,  

characteristics of catechesis, teaching the  

language of our Faith, sharing the story of  

salvation history, teaching with the Catechism of 

the Catholic Church, and issues unique to  

religious education.  

 

Available online via the Catholic  

Education Center  

(http://harrisburg.classrunner.com) 

I07 Teaching Methodology—Part 1 

 

This two-part course for catechists focuses on the 

skills and competencies necessary to effectively 

teach the Catholic Faith. Topics addressed in Part 

1 include: personal preparation of the catechist, 

establishing course/lesson goals and objectives, 

structuring a catechetical lesson, classroom  

management, evaluating lessons, and teaching 

children with special needs.  

 

Available online via the Catholic  

Education Center  

(http://harrisburg.classrunner.com) 

I10 Introduction to the Church 
 

What does it mean to profess belief in “one, holy 

catholic, and apostolic Church”? The Church in 

this world is the sacrament of salvation, the sign 

and the instrument of the communion of God and 

men (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 780).  

Topics addressed in this course include: Scriptural 

images of the Church, the origin, foundation, and 

mission of the Church in God’s plan of salvation, 

the Church as the People of God, the Body of 

Christ, and the Temple of the Holy Spirit, the four 

marks of the Church, the hierarchy, laity, and  

consecrated life, the communion of saints, and the 

Blessed Virgin Mary. 

 

Available via pre-recorded webinar 

$25.00 

I12 Introduction to Prayer 
 

Prayer is “nothing else than an intimate  

friendship, a frequent heart-to-heart conversation 

with Him by Whom we know ourselves to be 

loved.”  (Saint Teresa of Avila)  Topics addressed in 

this course include: the nature of prayer, prayer in 

Scripture and in the life of Christ, the various forms 

of Christian prayer, the sources of prayer,  

overcoming difficulties and temptations in prayer, the 

Liturgy of the Hours, and an in-depth consideration 

of the Lord’s Prayer. 

Mondays, April 9, 16, 23, 30, and May 7, 

2018 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

ALSO AVAILABLE VIA LIVE WEBINAR 
Mr. Ryan Bolster 

$25.00  

Pastors, Principals  

and C/DRE’s: 
 

If you would like to host a  

Diocesan Institute course or  

session at your parish/school, please 

contact Ryan Bolster at  

(717) 657-4804, ext. 225 or  

rbolster@hbgdiocese.org. 

Thursdays, February 15, 22, March 1, 8  

and 15, 2018 

6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 

Our Lady of Hope Parish, Coal Township 

Rev. Steven Frenier, OFM Conv 

$25.00  



ADVANCED CATECHETICAL CERTIFICATION COURSES 

A03 Christology 
 

Christology is the branch of theology that focuses 

on Jesus Christ, including the study of His Person,  

mission, and works.  Topics addressed in this  

course include: the Scriptural foundations for  

Christology, major Christological controversies  

and heresies, the development of Christological  

approaches throughout Church history, the  

significance of the Incarnation and the Paschal  

Mystery, and a consideration of Christ’s work of  

salvation (Soteriology).  Also included are tips for 

teaching Christological topics in the classroom. 

 

Wednesdays, January 31, February 7, 

21, 28, March 7 and 14, 2018 

7:00 -  9:00 p.m. 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

ALSO AVAILABLE VIA LIVE  

WEBINAR 
Mr. Ryan Bolster 

$50.00  

A14q   Advanced Scripture: The Second Letter of Saint Paul to the Corinthians 

The New Testament church at Corinth is often characterized as the Apostle Paul’s most troublesome congregation. 

One reason we have these Apostolic letters is because “the early church” was not perfect (a sometimes idealized 

assumption). The letters give Spirit-inspired directives and correctives to issues that did not end with the first  

century.  In this second letter to the Corinthians, the basics of “the Faith” are applied to situations Christians still 

face today.  Second Corinthians could be subtitled “Christian Faith in a Hard World”.   

 

This course will establish the context of the letter, identify the issues addressed throughout its thirteen chapters, and 

project applications for Christians today who seek to bridge the chasm of living the Faith in a temporal existence.  

 

Tuesdays and Thursdays, February 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, March 1, 6, and 8, 2018 

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish, Mechanicsburg 

ALSO AVAILABLE VIA LIVE WEBINAR 
Deacon David Hall 

$50.00  

A14m  Advanced Scripture: The 
 Gospel of Mark: The Jewish 
 Story in a Gentile Tongue 
 
Steven Spielberg, Jerry Seinfeld, Joan Rivers,  

Albert Einstein among many more are famous because 

they interpreted the Jewish mind and experience to 

non-Jewish audiences. This is precisely the mission 

and mystery of the Gospel of Mark. Mark represents 

the first great missionary publication of the Gospel; 

‘the Report (its Hebrew title) of Yeshua ha-Mashiach 

(Jesus the Messiah) the son of God’ (Mk 1:1)  

originally preached in popular Hebrew by Peter and 

translated and interpreted by Mark.  

 

Uncover the mysteries of this ancient tale from the 

battered lands of Israel, Palestine, Lebanon, Jordan 

and Syria, now the possession of the Catholic Church 

throughout the world. 

 

Thursdays, March 15, 22, April 5, 12, 19, 

and 26, 2018 

7:00 -  9:00 p.m. 

Saint Joseph Parish, York 

ALSO AVAILABLE VIA LIVE WEBINAR 

Rev. Paul CB Schenck 

$50.00  



PRE-RECORDED  

ADVANCED CATECHETICAL CERTIFICATION COURSES 

The Advanced Catechetical Certification courses listed below are available via pre-recorded 

webinar.  The registration fee for each course is $50.00.  Register online or the use the  

registration form attached to this schedule.  Pre-recorded courses will be e-mailed or mailed to 

you on DVD.  

A01 Advanced Morality  
 
Prerequisite: Introduction to Morality 

 
This course will critically examine recent  

developments in moral theology by examining the 

Catechism of the Catholic Church, Pope Saint John 

Paul II’s encyclicals Veritatis Splendor (The  

Splendor of Truth) and Evangelium Vitae (The  

Gospel of Life), Pope Benedict XVI’s encyclical  

Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth), and Pope  

Francis’ salient teachings. The course will include 

the application of moral principles to the fields of 

sexual ethics, medical ethics, environmental  

ethics, and social justice. 

 

Five 2-hour sessions 

Rev. David Danneker 

A14l Advanced Scripture:  
 The Gospel of Matthew 
   
Many of us have met Jesus through Matthew—he 

gives us the Beatitudes, the admonition to “turn the 

other cheek,” and the Lord’s Prayer.  In this course, 

we will explore the background of Matthew’s  

Gospel, its distinctly “Jewish” flavor, and its  

relationship to the other three Gospels.  We will 

then survey the whole Gospel, including the  

Infancy Narrative, the Sermon on the Mount and 

other sermons of Jesus, as well as the Passion, 

Death and Resurrection of Christ.  We will look 

especially at the context of each passage, including 

the use of the Old Testament in Matthew. 

 

Six 2.5-hour sessions 

Rev. James Lease 

A14o Advanced Scripture:  
 The Gospel of Luke 
   
Luke was an alleged physician and companion of 
St. Paul and the author of one of the most elegant 
and unique Gospels of the four.  These are the  
stories of the marginalized, of prayer, of women, 
and of mercy.  We will journey with Jesus through 
the eyes of Luke during this seven-week course.   
 
In this course, we will become familiar with the  
author of Luke’s gospel, his audience, his message 
and the Person of Christ through a faithful analysis 
of the text, with references to the teaching of the 
Church.   
 
Those who participate in this course should read 
the Gospel of Luke beforehand and should have a 
Bible (preferably RSV or NAB). 
 

Seven 2-hour sessions 

Rev. Michael Rothan 

 

“Disciples young and old are called by 

name to go into the vineyard.  In  

responding to this call, adults ‘have the 

greatest responsibilities and capacity to 

live the Christian message in its fully  

developed form.’  Their formation in faith 

is essential for the Church to carry out its 

mandate to proclaim the Good News of  

Jesus to the world.” 
 

 

 Our Hearts Were Burning Within 

 Us: A Pastoral Plan for Adult 

 Faith Formation in the United 

 States, paragraph 38 



PRE-RECORDED  

ADVANCED CATECHETICAL CERTIFICATION COURSES 

The Advanced Catechetical Certification courses listed below are available via pre-recorded 

webinar.  The registration fee for each course is $50.00.  Register online or the use the  

registration form attached to this schedule.  Pre-recorded courses will be e-mailed or mailed to you 

on DVD. 

A14p  Advanced Scripture:   
   Survey of the Old Testament 
 
This course is meant to familiarize participants with 

the Old Testament.  We’ll start with a presentation of 

some helpful Church documents as well as Near 

Eastern history and geography. Then we will  

examine the entire Old Testament – the Law, the 

Prophets, and the Writings.  We will also explore 

some highlights of Israel’s religious life, including 

the Covenant, the Priesthood, and the Temple.  We 

will conclude with a short study of the use of the Old  

Testament in the New Testament.   

 

Five 2.5-hour sessions 

Rev. James Lease 

A24 Advanced Scripture:  
 The Spirituality of Saint Paul 
   
The distance of time and the immense stature of 

one of the earliest shapers of our Christian Faith 

can seem to move beyond any measure of  

familiarity.  Yet he told one of the churches, 

“follow me as I follow Christ.”  This course  

explores the dynamics which shaped Paul’s  

spiritual formation as a real man seeking to know 

and follow Jesus.  The ultimate objective is to open 

to us a path of knowing Christ that follows in the 

footsteps of this great Apostle. 

 

Six 2-hour sessions 

Deacon David Hall 

Don’t see  

what you’re looking for?  
  

All Basic and Advanced Catechetical  

Certificate courses, with the exception of 

Teaching Methodology, Parts 1 and 2, are 

available for viewing via pre-recorded  

webinar. You can register for these courses 

year-round and complete them at your  

convenience. Register online 

(www.hbgdiocese.org) or with the  

registration form attached to this schedule. 

 

Questions? Contact Ryan Bolster at  

(717) 657-4804, ext. 225 or  

rbolster@hbgdiocese.org. 

 

In the event of inclement weather, 
please call the Diocesan Center at  

717-657-4804, or watch the  
following TV stations for  

updated information. 
 

WHP-CBS 21 
WHTM-ABC 27 

                       

If the Diocesan Center is closed 
due to weather, all classes  

scheduled at the Cardinal Keeler 
Center that day/evening are  

cancelled.  For weather-related 
cancellation information for 

courses held at parishes/schools, 
please contact the host parish/

school directly. 



COURSES OF SPECIALIZATION 

S13 Adolescent Development and 
 Youth and Young Adult  
 Culture 
 

 

How many times have you heard from an  

adolescent, “I wish someone understood 

me” (Maybe you remember feeling this way)? 

This course will help to guide you to a better  

understanding of who adolescents and young 

adults are, and the developmental needs and  

characteristics of both adolescents and young 

adults.  We will explore the major shifts in their 

development and the cultural trends that  

influence and impact growth development.  This 

will lead to a discussion on the implications that 

these have on ministry for, by and with adoles-

cents and young adults. 

 

 

Required course for the Certificate for  

Coordinator of Religious Education, and for 

the Certificate in Pastoral Ministry with a  

Concentration in Youth Ministry. 

S23 Principles of Comprehensive 
 Youth Ministry 
 

 

What is Comprehensive or Total Youth Ministry?  

What does it look like?  What are its main themes? 

 

This course is designed for individuals, who have 

never worked with young people and would like to 

learn more, for those who wish to be involved in 

Youth Ministry, and for those who have been  

involved in Youth Ministry, essentially anyone 

who would like to develop a comprehensive  

understanding of Catholic Youth Ministry.   

 

 

Required course for the Certificate in Pastoral 

Ministry with a Concentration in Youth Ministry. 

S25 Components of Effective 
 Youth Ministry 
 

 

Youth ministry done well and done right involves 

the entire community of faith.  As coordinators of 

youth ministry, pastors, catechists, teachers, and 

any Catholics who greet, pray alongside, sing with, 

and encounter youth in any way, we are called to 

walk along with our youth on their journey of 

faith.  We are all called to participate in vibrant 

youth ministry. 

 

This course will examine each of the components, 

practical strategies, and various other documents 

that support the integration of these components 

into a comprehensive model of youth ministry.  

We will renew our vision of what youth ministry 

is, and our commitment to involving the  

community in the lives of our youth and our youth 

in the life of our community. 

 

 

Required course for the Certificate in Pastoral 

Ministry with a Concentration in Youth Ministry. 

 

 

To learn more about completing 

any of these courses, or for  

information about pursuing 

certification in Pastoral Ministry 

with a Concentration in  

Youth Ministry, please contact  

Mr. Rob Williams,  

Director of the Office of  Youth  

and Young Adult Ministry,  

at rwilliams@hbgdiocese.org  

or 717-657-4804, ext. 327. 

 

 



COURSES OF SPECIALIZATION 

S30 Recent Church Documents on 
Evangelization and Catechesis  
  

This course is valuable in terms of thinking with 

the mind of the Church on matters pertaining to 

evangelization and catechesis.  It is completed as 

an independent study under the direction of the 

Director of Evangelization and Catechesis, Jim 

Gontis.  Participants are expected  to read the  

ecclesial documents pertinent to evangelization 

and catechesis (listed below), and submit a ten-

page, single-spaced paper on each of the  

documents. 

 

Evangelii nuntiandi – On Evangelization in the 

Modern World (1975 Apostolic Exhortation by 

Blessed Paul VI) 

 

Catechesi tradendae – On Catechesis in our Time 

(1979 Apostolic Exhortation by Saint John 

Paul II) 

 

National Directory for Catechesis (2005 document 

from the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops) 

   

Required course for the Master Catechist  

Certificate and the Certificate for Coordinator of 

Religious Education. 

 

Please contact Jim Gontis at  

jgontis@hbgdiocese.org or (717) 657-4804, ext. 

227 for more information about completing this 

course. 

S03 Our Hearts Were Burning 
 Within Us: A Pastoral Plan for 
 Adult Faith Formation in the 
 United States 
 
This course addresses the 1999 United States  

bishops’ document on adult faith formation, Our 

Hearts Were Burning Within Us.  Anyone working 

with Catholic adults in educational and/or  

formational settings would benefit from attending.   

 

Required course for the Certificate for  

Coordinator of Adult Religious Education.  
 
 

Please contact Ryan Bolster at  

rbolster@hbgdiocese,org or (717) 657-4804, ext. 

225 for more information about completing this 

course. 

S01/02 Adult Methodology I and II 
 

This course addresses adult development and 

learning, general principles of adult education, 

Church documents regarding adult faith formation, 

and also explore avenues of spiritual growth and  

development.  
 

Required course for the Certificate for Catechist 

of Adults and the Certificate for Leaders of  

Scripture Study. 

 

Please contact Ryan Bolster at  

rbolster@hbgdiocese.org or (717) 657-4804, ext. 

225 for more information about completing this 

course. 

 
 
The Diocesan Institute for Catechetical and Pastoral Formation provides academic 
and pastoral formation for Catholic laity interested in service to the Church and those 
seeking personal enrichment.  The Institute assists the laity in their life-long journey of 
faith formation by providing opportunities for them to deepen their understanding of  
Sacred Scripture, Catholic theology and authentic spirituality, and by enabling them to  
develop the necessary skills to become more efficacious signs of Christ's presence 
among God's people.   

mailto:jgontis@hbgdiocese.org


ELECTIVES 
 

THOSE WHO ATTEND ANY OF THE FOLLOWING OFFERINGS CAN EARN 

ELECTIVE CREDITS TOWARD CATECHETICAL CERTIFICATION 

E375 A Tour of St. Peter’s Square 
and Basilica: Exploring the History 
and Beauty of the Heart of Rome  
  

This virtual tour, led by Father Jeffrey Kirby, 

S.T.D., of the Diocese of Charleston, examines the 

history and artwork of St. Peter’s Square and  

Basilica through the light of faith, giving  

participants an experience of the splendor of 

Rome, Vatican City, and St. Peter’s.  

   

Beginning with a study of the man from whom the 

Church building takes its name, this  

comprehensive tour explains why St. Peter’s  

Basilica was significant to the early Christians, and 

why it is still significant today. 

 

More than just an exploration of Rome’s essential 

history and its artistic masterpieces, this tour begs 

a certain spiritual awareness.  St. Peter’s is a  

sacred place, and its basilica is like a living  

catechism, inspiring us to ask ourselves profound 

questions and deepen our faith. 

 

All sessions will be live-streamed via webinar,  

allowing small groups and individuals in  

parishes and/or homes to access the videos and 

join in on accompanying discussions with other  

participants.   

 

 

Tuesdays, April 3, 10, 17, and 24, 2018 

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

ALSO AVAILABLE VIA LIVE  

WEBINAR 
To register, or for information about  

participating via webinar, please contact 

Ryan Bolster at 717-657-4804, ext. 225 or  

rbolster@hbgdiocese.org. 

E374 Kingdom of Happiness: Living 
the Beatitudes in Everyday Life 
  
In a world that offers fleeting pleasures in place of 

true happiness and false promises that actually lead 

us away from happiness, it’s time more than ever to 

turn to the Beatitudes and enter into the Kingdom of 

Happiness.   

 

This 8-part study produced by Saint Benedict Press 

unveils Jesus’ plan for our happiness in the  

Beatitudes, offering an in-depth look at these  

beautiful teachings of Christ that all too often have 

been taken by our modern society and turned into 

little more than bumper sticker sayings. 

 

Featuring brief teaching videos by Father Jeffrey 

Kirby, S.T.D., of the Diocese of Charleston, and 

powerful video profiles of normal people living out 

the Beatitudes in heroic ways, Kingdom of  

Happiness not only informs participants about the 

Beatitudes, but also shows them how to live them 

and achieve genuine and lasting happiness. 

 

To view a preview trailer for Kingdom of  

Happiness, go to www.saintbenedictpress.com/

index.php/kingdom_of_happiness.  

 

All sessions will be live-streamed via webinar,  

allowing small groups and individuals in parishes 

and/or homes to access the videos and join in on 

accompanying discussions with other  

participants.   
 

 

Mondays, February 5, 12, 26, March 5, 12, 

19, 26 and April 2, 2018 

7:00 - 8:30 p.m. 

Cardinal Keeler Center, Harrisburg 

ALSO AVAILABLE VIA LIVE  

WEBINAR 
To register, or for information about  

participating via webinar, please contact 

Ryan Bolster at 717-657-4804, ext. 225 or  

rbolster@hbgdiocese.org. 

https://www.saintbenedictpress.com/index.php/kingdom_of_happiness
https://www.saintbenedictpress.com/index.php/kingdom_of_happiness


ADDITIONAL PRE-RECORDED WEBINARS 

A15 Introduction to Christian  
 Spirituality 
 
When asked about their religious practices, many 

Americans answer, “I’m not really religious, but I 

am spiritual.” What does this response mean — are 

“religion” and “spirituality” somehow opposed to 

one another? This course will explore the question 

by defining authentic Christian spirituality and its 

origins in Scripture, Church Tradition, and the lives 

of the saints. It will also explore several spiritual 

traditions within the Church, address why every 

person in the pew should cultivate a rich spiritual 

life, and offer practical ways of deepening our    

relationship with Christ. 

This course fulfills the Spirituality course  

requirement for the Certificate for Coordinator of 

Adult Religious Education.  

 

Six 2-hour sessions 

Mrs. Ann Koshute 

$50.00 

E289 Introduction to Christian  
 Anthropology 
 

Have you ever wondered about God: why He  

created the world, and you? How about Jesus? 

Does He know who you are...and does He care? 

These are the questions we all have about where 

we fit into God’s design.  In this course we will 

examine these questions and learn about why, and 

how, God wants to be in a relationship with us. 

What is Christian Anthropology anyway?  

Anthropology is the study of the human person—

and it’s Christian because it is Christ who teaches 

us who we are as persons—and how much God 

loves each one of us! The course provides a great 

foundation for those who are interested in under-

standing Saint John Paul II’s theology of the body. 

 

Four 2-hour sessions 
Mrs. Ann Koshute 

$25.00 

E267  The Dignity and Vocation of   
  Women 
 

The dignity and vocation of women has long been a 

subject of Christian reflection, and especially since 

the pontificate of Saint John Paul II.  This session 

will address not only John Paul the Great’s Apostolic 

Letter, Mulieris Dignitatem, but also his letter to 

women throughout the world.  It will explore the  

importance of the “feminine genius” and how “the 

moral and strength of a woman is joined to her 

awareness that God entrusts the human being to her 

in a special way.”  

 

One 2.5-hour session 

Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC 

$10.00 

E287  Exploring the Riches of Saint 
 John Paul II’s Writings 
 

Each presentation in this six-part series will focus on 

a prominent theme found in Saint John Paul II’s  

writings and provide an overview of several key 

documents which address that theme.  Each  

presentation is “stand-alone” - you may register for 

one, several, or all six of them. 

 

Session 1: The Trinity—Relationship of Love 

Session 2: Eucharistic Amazement in the Life of the 

  Church 

Session 3: Faith Engaging Culture and Society 

Session 4: The Holy Family 

Session 5: Living a Life Dedicated to Service of the  

  Church 

Session 6: The Church is the Bride of Christ 

 

Six 1-1.5 hour sessions 

Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC 

$10.00 per session, or $50.00 for all six  

sessions  

 

Please clearly indicate on your registration 

form which session(s) you wish to view.   



ADDITIONAL PRE-RECORDED WEBINARS 

E319 The Corporal and Spiritual 
Works of Mercy 
 

In this session we will explore how to practice daily 

those acts of mercy to which Jesus has introduced 

us, writes Pope Francis, “so that we can know 

whether or not we are living as his disciples.” 

 

We will use as our guide one of the official  

catechetical resources for the Jubilee Year of Mercy, 

promulgated by the Pontifical Council for the  

Promotion of the New Evangelization. Participants 

who wish to purchase the book, The Corporal and  

Spiritual Works of Mercy, may do so at 

www.osv.com. 

 

 

One 1.5-hour session 

Mr. Ryan Bolster 

$10.00 

E341 Sacred Art  
 

This session addresses how artwork can deepen our 

understanding of the Catholic Faith.  Pope Saint 

John Paul II’s 1999 letter to the world’s artists is 

considered, as is the work of art historian Father 

Timothy Verdon, SJ.  Also included is some of the 

personal artwork of the presenter. 

 

 

One 1-hour session 

Sister Geralyn Schmidt, SCC 

$10.00 

E357 The Catechist’s Best Friend: 
Teaching with the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church 
 

On October 11, 1992, Saint John Paul II promulgated 

the Catechism of the Catholic Church, the first  

catechism for the universal Church in over four  

hundred years.  He later wrote that the Catechism 

provides “a full, complete exposition of Catholic 

doctrine, enabling everyone to know what the Church 

professes, celebrates, lives and prays in her daily 

life.”   

 

The Catechism not only teaches us the content of our 

Faith and the reasons for our beliefs, but also  

instructs us on how we are to communicate the Faith 

to others with effectiveness. 

 

This presentation is intended to help participants  

become (re)acquainted with the Catechism through 

an exploration of its origins, purpose, structure and 

content.  Participants will learn how the Catechism 

has been designed to help catechists and teachers 

share the Faith with their students.   

 

 

One 1.5-hour session 

Mr. Ryan Bolster 

$10.00 

 

E371 The Importance of Trust in the 
Life of a Christian 
 

This session addresses the virtue of trust in our God 

as it is lived out in Catholic life, no matter what the 

circumstances.  The virtue of trust is considered in 

the lives of the Saints and a few other heroic figures 

of recent times. 

 

 

One 1- hour session 

Dr. Carol Houghton 

$10.00 



ADDITIONAL PRE-RECORDED WEBINARS 

E372 How to Help Your Children 
and Grandchildren Find Their Way 
Back to the Practice of the Faith 
 

Many parents and grandparents suffer because their 

children and grandchildren leave the Church and the 

practice of the Catholic Faith.  Some blame  

themselves for being less than perfect.  While there 

is no magic answer to bringing grown children and 

grandchildren back to the Faith, Father Wayne  

offers helpful and hopeful tips for loving and  

praying our family members back home to the 

Catholic Church. 

 

 

One 1- hour session 

Rev. Brian Wayne 

$10.00 

E373 Mercy in the Mess: Raising 
Faithful Families in a Chaotic  
Culture 
 

No way around it — motherhood is messy!  This 

session provides encouragement for navigating the 

tangible and spiritual messes that moms face, recog-

nizing how God’s mercy gives us the grace to keep 

our hearts, and the hearts of our families, close to 

Him and on the road to heaven.  Gain practical  

resources as well as a big-picture perspective on 

Catholic Christian parenting in the early childhood 

years. 

 

 

One 1- hour session 

Mrs. Becky Fair 

$10.00 

Catholic Radio – Interested in  
learning more about your faith?  Tune 
into WHYF AM 720, Catholic Radio for 
the Diocese of Harrisburg. Many  
informational and inspirational  
programs are featured daily that will  
enrich your understanding of the  
Catholic Faith.  Live call-in programs are 
featured in the afternoon and early  
evening hours.  You can also listen on 
line at www.720whyf.com or on your 
smart phone with the Holy Family Radio 
app. 



SAVE THE DATE 
Diocese of Harrisburg - Men’s Conference 

March 10, 2018 
 Doors open at 7:15 am, Conference begins at 8:30 am 

Bishop McDevitt High School 

1 Crusader Way, Harrisburg, PA  
 

“Men of Mary, Mercy and The Eucharist” 
 

Conference includes: Keynote, Mass, 25 + Workshops, Confession,  

Eucharistic Adoration, plus Fellowship with up to 1000 Men 
 

 

 

 

 

The Holy Sacrs 
 

Principal Celebrant and Homilist 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Registration materials will soon be made available at the parishes and 

on the diocesan website. 

 

 For information, please contact Jim Gontis, Director of Evangelization and Catechesis,                          

(717) 657 – 4804, ext. 227, or jgontis@hbgdiocese.org 

Keynote Speaker 
Father Chris Alar, MIC 

Director of the Association for Marian Helpers 

Nationally Known Catholic Speaker and         

Divine Mercy Expert 

 

Expert 
 

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
Principal Celebrant and Homilist 

The Most Reverend Ronald W. Gainer, DD, JCL 

          Bishop of Harrisburg 
 







 

We are pleased to partner with the Catholic Education Center, LLC, to make excellent 

online adult faith formation and catechist certification courses available at an affordable 

cost for those in the Diocese of Harrisburg.   

Thanks to this partnership, you can take advantage of course-bundle pricing to register for 

the required courses for basic catechetical certification in our diocese at a significantly  

discounted price. 

The Catholic Education Center’s online offerings are designed to be flexible and user-

friendly (e.g. rolling enrollment and self-paced courses), and course resources can be 

printed for use in classrooms.  All courses have assessments with immediate feedback, and 

most courses can be “upgraded” for academic credit through Christ the Teacher College 

and applied towards certification or Masters degrees.   

 

Catholic school teachers, parish catechists, those involved in the many ministries of the 

Church, and anyone else interested in learning more about the Catholic Faith will find a 

wealth of opportunities for online study and growth in the Faith at                              

http://harrisburg.classrunner.com.  

 

Online Adult Faith Formation  

and Catechist Certification 

 

INSIGHT is the E-newsletter of the Diocese of 
Harrisburg. Keep up to date with the speed that 

e-mail can offer by signing up. It will come to 
you monthly or as needed. It features news,  

updates and reminders on happenings and  
matters of interest and importance  

concerning our local church along with links to 
a variety of resources.  

Text HBGDIOCESE to 22828 to join. 



 

2018 WINTER/SPRING SESSION DIOCESAN INSTITUTE REGISTRATION FORM 
 

FOR ONLINE REGISTRATION WITH MULTIPLE PAYMENT OPTIONS (HCAS, CREDIT CARD,  
PERSONAL CHECK) www.hbgdiocese.org/our-faith-2/adult-faith-formation/diocesan-institute/ 

 

Name                

Address               

City/State/Zip              

Daytime Telephone #      Cell Phone #      

E-mail Address (please print clearly)           

Parish/School                                               City       

Are you a  Catechist?    School teacher?  Other (please specify)       

 

 REGISTRATIONS ARE NOT PROCESSED WITHOUT PAYMENT OF COURSE FEE(S) 

 Make checks payable to “Diocese of Harrisburg” and mail along with this form to: 

Diocese of Harrisburg 
Diocesan Institute—Secretariat for Education 

4800 Union Deposit Road, Harrisburg, PA  17111 

 
HCAS Request for payment 

APPROVED BY :_____________________________________________ 

If paying by HCAS, you can either email the completed registration form as an  
attachment to jwaldeck@hbgdiocese.org  or fax to 717-657-3790.  

 

 
If you are interested in learning more about pursuing catechetical certification in the Diocese of 

Harrisburg, please contact Ryan Bolster at (717) 657-4804 ext. 225 or rbolster@hbgdiocese.org.  
 

Course ID  Course/Workshop Title  

Start Date 

or 

“Recording” 

Check one: I will attend:  
Fee  

Via Webinar In Person 

      

      

      

      

If you wish to register within one week of a course start date, please call (717) 657-4804, ext. 229  

to confirm the status of the course before submitting registration and payment. 

http://www.hbgdiocese.org/our-faith-2/adult-faith-formation/diocesan-institute/
mailto:jwaldeck@hbgdiocese.org

